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CHAPTER I. 



Ami pity, like a naked new-born habe^ 

Striding the blat^ or hcaveu's cherubims hDn*d 

Upon tlie silent coorsers of the air. 

Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye, 

lliat tears shall drown (he wind. Mmcbeth, 

W ITH the first gleams of the morning 
the portAl of the castle was thrown open, 
and the banners of Luna and Peralta borne 
put, followed by the whole of the party 
who had remamed with don Sigismund. 
About an hundred men had been left with 
Fugiades, and others had been staticmed 
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THE FEUDS OF 



to protect the barricado, and to keep pos- 
session of the posts they had seized on 
during the night. Don Sigismund him* 
self, in complete armour, followed his ban* 
ner, and was surrounded by a numerous 
band of his principal friends, among whom 
were Adriano, Delia Bardia, Ferrante 
Luchese, Nicola lo Vasco, Cesare Imbiag- 
nia, Geronimo and Calogero Calandrino, 
Erasmo Loria,. and many others of the 
first rank in Sciacca. The drums and 
trumpets sounded as the chief appeared, 
and a shout arose from the multitude^ 
which echoed through the silent and de- 
serted streets. 

With wild and discordant cries, clattering 
their arms, and sounding their warlike in- 
struments, the whole body proceeded to- 
wards the residence of Statella, against 
whom the rancour x>f the insurgents was 
excited, with sciarcely less bitterness than 
against don Giacomo FeroUo, the ancient 
object of their most inveterate hatred and 
detestation. 

Startled fix)m their slumbers by the sud- 
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den and unexpected tumult, many of the 
citizens escaped from tbeir houses in hor- 
ror and dismay ; others, in immoveable 
terror, awaited the approach of tbeir ex- 
pected foes without the power of exertion, 
either for escape or for defence ; but it was 
only against Pandolfina and Statelk tbat 
the rage of Luna and his partisans was di- 
rected. The latter was destined to be the 
first object of attack, as likely to Ml the 
easiest victim to their frenzy, his residence 
being destitute of defence, and himself 
surrounded by few foUovps in comparisoii 
with the numerous retafters of the &mily 
of Perollo. 

Towards his abode then they proceeded 
with threats of vengeance for the death of 
Erasta, and the proceedings which had 
been instituted against their other 
ciates. A storm of musquetry 
through the windows,and a flight of arrows 
which followed it announced to the in' 
mates of the palazzo the fiite which await* 
ed them. Ladders were immediately ap- 
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{died to the walls, and an infinite number 
of die merciless assailants poured in at 
every aperture. 

• Some slight resistance was offered by 
Statella and his militaiy companions ; their 
valour was however vain against the over- 
powering strength of their foes, and they 
retired to a tower which formed part of 
the- building; nor was even this retreat 
effected without the fall of one of tlie 
bravest of the devoted band. Antonio 
Margieri had thrown himself before the 
doorway tbrou^ which Statella had ^re- 
tired, and alone and unsupported for some 
minutes, resisted the united force of the 
assailants^ 

Wearied out and oppressed by numbers, 
his strength was beginning to fail ; his op- 
ponents gave a shout of triumph, and he 
retreated beneath the archway. Here he 
was in less danger of being surrounded, 
and m some degree relieved from the num* 
hers which opposed him. But in vain liad 
\if Vid three of his adversaries ,dead at 
his feet, and desperately wounded several 
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others ; his own blood streamed profufiely^ 
and he felt his weakness rapidly increa$ing« 

" This is my victina !** excl^med a vrfce 
from the crowd; and Accursi forcibly made 
his way^ to the portal, beneath which the 
combat was continued. 

Mai^ieri recx>gnized the murderer of his 
brother, and the ruffiau: ^^ho had osice be« 
fore sought bis life, He rallied his, spirits 
for a while, and returned tlske:fir8t1)fewK f>f 
Delia Bardia, with a strength jrenovated by 
the Hope of avenging the fall of Pietro and 
of himsdf ; he saw again the blood of bis 
enemy f<^ow the stroke of his weapon^ 
but was now. too much exhausted to keep 
up the eombat He retreated to a turn of 
the passag&--*-his fo^s shouted again» . and 
rushed upon him* He now feebly, oppos- 
ed, his battered sfaidd, whidi afihrded lit- 
tie resistance to the might of Delia Bardia, 
when a shrill scream of a female voice caus- 
ed him to turn his head for an instant, and 
the sword of bis antagonist was buried 
deep in bis iiide. He staggered and fell 
at Delia BardiaVfeet, wbot trampled him 



6 THE FEUDS OF 

■ 

down, shouting — ** Viva Luna e Peralta T 
and was rushing forward when arrested by 
the female form from whence the ciy pro- 
ceeded. 

A lady, hastily attired, having just risen 
from her bed, stood looking wildly around 
her—** Murderer !'* she exclaimed, " you 
have slain my husband T' 

The ruthless monster levelled a blow at 
her defenceless form, and she fell beside 
the slaughtered Antonio. 

The crowd for an instant halted, as if 
•appalled at the crime ; but the rushing on 
of those behind impelled them forwards, 
and the bodies of Margieri and his hapless 
wife were trodden in the dust by the 
swarmmg .multitude. The palazzo was 
soon filled in every part except the tower, 
to which Statella and some of his friends 
had retreated. The counsellors who had 
attended the general from Messina, the 
lawyers, alguazils, and domestics, were 
butchered in every apartment, and either 
hurled half dead from the windows into the 
street below, or trampled under the feet 
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of the murderers, like the gallaiit Margieri. 

Every thing which could invite the hand 
of rapine and plunder soon disappeared. 
The informations which had been taken 
by Statella in his I^al capadty were heap- 
ed together in the court, and soon reduced 
to ashes, whilst the greater part of the in- 
surgents, with their prindpal leaden, weie 
directing their attention to the letieat in 
which the first object of their vengeance 
had secured himsel£ 

Most of the inhabitants of the palazzo, 
at the time of the attack, had been buried 
in sleep, and awakened by the tumult 
without; few of them had time to arm 
themselves, Margieri and two or three of 
his companions being the only pa-sons 
who had not retired to rest. 

Armed only with his sword, Statella 
had cut his way through the party who 
had first succeeded in entering, and was 
followed by such of his officers and men 
as had joined him in the moment of alarm. 
From one of the windows of the tower he 
bad demanded the aid of all the loyal citi- 
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bens of Seiacca to defend his perscxi, as the 
refnresentatiye of their soTereign. He was 
answered only by a volley of nuisquetiy 
and a flight of arrows^ which struck down 
one of his companions beside him. The 
screams and cries of the nmrdered victims, 
which fSDse from every part of the palazso, 
fnivtgted wfth the shouts of the insurgents^ 
amKmneed to tiiose who had retired the 
' work of slaughter which was performing, 
and the fate which awaited themsdives. . 

Tbey resolved^ at all events, to seH tbeir 
' lives as dearly as posi^ble. Three or four 
of the men sent hy Perc^o, with one of 
the officers of Statdla, who was tolerably 
aceoutred for service, stationed themsdves 
at tlie lower door of the tower, and for a 
considerable time resisted the united f(»«e 
of their enemies. Chie l^ one tiiey fell 
beneath the musket balls of their assail- 
ants, and were cut in pieces on the ^t 
where they fell. Every step of the asoent 
was manfiiUy contested by the party- 
witfahd, and as perseveringty assaulted by 
the adherents of Luna« The Greek count 



Gebrgio fini^t besids hi& friend Ateutts[j» 
and/v9dth liUchese syid Calogero CaUndrt^ 
no, was one of the principal ieadeis of the 
attack lipon the totter, the interior of 
which they gained after a long and ardu- 
ous confficty and.btirst into tibe tPQm.in 
which waa the object of their 8earcl>» with 
the small remnant of his iU-&ted friends. 

As they rushed ip, the swordof Statel^ 
la cleft the hedmet jof one of the foremost* 
a kinsman <^ Delia Bardie, of th^ijme^ of 
D'Amato; he fell a lifdess corpse at the 
feet of the general, whose sword was shi« 
. vered with the blow, and count Geoi^^* 
springing forward, laid Statella himself be-* 
side the victim of his short-lived triumpti, 
having buried his isword deep in the bo- 
som ot*the gallant and unarnied Catanese. 
He fell, and expired without a groan. 

The swords of the other assasisins soon 
-completed their work of slaughter, and of 
all the inhabitants of the palazzo who were 
two hoiifS' before fearlessly sleeping, not 
one survived thi& exterminating massacre. 
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.The bodies of the dead were stripped by 
the inferior vassals, and cast with igno- 
miny from the tower. 

Having searched the building to ascer- 
tsin that no living soul had escaped their 
fury, the desperate band left the bloody 
scene, and advanced with tumultuous 
shouts of victory and vengeance towards 
the* Casa di PeroUo, the inhabitants of 
which soon guessed that their rejoicing 
was oatised by the destruction of the un- 
happy Stfttella and his companions. 

Their first act of hostility was to batter 
down one of the gates leading to the castle, 
eallM ki Porta del Catogno ; from thence 
they proceeded to anotlier gate, which was 
attached to the church of St. Fietro be- 
longing to the castle, and enclosed the 
whole south side of it Count Luna then 
divided his troops into two bodies.^ Ac- 
cursi, D'Amato, and Ferrante Luchesc, 
'were left with a large detachment to pro- 
secute the enterprise a^nst this gate of 
San Pietro, and exerted themselves with 
useless bravery, eveiy assault being re* 
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pulsed with considerable loss to the partu 
sans of Luna, of whom numbers fell, and 
more were wounded. 

With the remainder of his force don 
Sigismund advanced against the principal 
entrance; but on the tower which sur« 
mounted it was stationed don Paolo Pe- ' 
rollo, who, by the skilful management of 
the artillery, and the support of a few men 
armed with arquebusses, made the^aasail- 
ants pay dear for their temerity. '* 

During these assaults on the north and 
western sides of the castle, Pogiades re- 
mained in the valley beneath the eastern 
walL This chieftain had joined himself to 
the party of don Sigismund in a sudden 
fit of dislike to Pandolfina, with whom lie 
was nearly connected by the matriage 6f 
his sister with don Federico PepoUo, a de- 
ceased brother of don Giacomo, and u{x)n 
whose death some' dispute had arisen re- 
specting the restitulion of the dowry which 
Lucretia Pugiades had carried with bier ; 
ihe cause, however^ for the q^iarrel was 
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but triffing; 031 It was blown into a flume 
by the artifioes of Adriano. 

Don Michele would gladly perhaps have 
seen tiie influenoe of Pandolfina reduced, 
and his pride humbled ; hot when he saw 
the extremity to which the violence of the 
party he had joined was' likely to tr ans port 
them, he would, had he not considered it 
too late, haye retired with, his auxiliaries 
&om aU further connexion with count 
Luna. The idea that bis retreat during 
the heat of the contest might look like 
cowardice or a violation of his promises 
restrained him; but he remained an inac* 
tive j^ctator, and prevented the troops 
under his command from ofiering any hos- 
tilities to FeroUo, who, knowing the ban- 
ner of Fugiacfes, and perceiving hxs pacific 
intentions, permitted no sign of amioyancae 
to be shewn towards them^ tliough some of 
hisartiUery domonmded the position whic^ 
doR ' Michele and his followers occupied, 
and the conduct of the two partiea^ this 

side appeared more like that of aUks tlian 
ofenemies. 
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. AAer some boun, the couat ordered a 
retreat^ aiid leaving guards strot^ly post- 
ed roiHid such parte of ihe building as they 
could approach, he went up the street of 
Sta. Catmna to the principal chureh, which 
had been selected £br the certdezvous of his 
forces, the Castcl di Luna not being large 
enou^ to afford quartan to such a num* 
ber of men. 

AA&t a short repast, they again cesun^ 
ed t^^r arms, imd collecting a number of 
^ooeersy and ot* the lower class of citizens^ 
they loaded them with ladders, beam^ 
rppes, and every machine by which they 
might beat .down the walls. They caused 
others to carry fire and eombustibles for 
the deatructipn of the gates ; and a^n, 
:with the sounds of martial music, proceed^ 
ed thrbngh the streets with count Luna 
at their hc^d. 

. Three vigorous attacks were made upon 
yadouy parts of tbe bi^Adii^; but the gal- 
lant d^opders djr^v^^them. back, with km 
to their enemies aAwe. The scalu^g-la&> 
desa w^ce ai^UedyVid ia^he.difiectiicai a &^ 
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lower of oountGeorgio suooeeded in moont- 
ing the battlements, frdm whence he was 
'speedily hurled by the powerful arm of 
don Giacomo, whilst those who were fol- 
lowing met their fate fitHn the archers 
above them. The attempt to fire the gates 
was equally fruitless ; the besieged poured 
down such abundance of water, that the 
combustibles were carried away by the 
torrent, which held on its course till it 
reached the rocky cliff which overhung 
the ocean. The besiegers lost many men, 
and had a considerably-larger number, se- 
verely wounded, whilst in the party of 
PeroUo.the deaths had been very few, and 
not liiany injured. 

There appeared but little danger of the 
final event of the contest, and the spirits 
of don Giacomo seemed to rise with the 
approach of peril. On the day previous to 
the attack, he had been depressed and de- 
jected ; but no sooner had the first alarm 
summoned him to the ram parts,, than all 
the energies of his soul seemed to be call- 
^ forth; hia orders were issued with coc^ 
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ness and composure^ and he contemplated 
the struggle with apparent satis&etioni and 
without any doubt as to its successful ter- 
miiHition. His manners were cheerful, 
and even gay, and the reports he gave to 
the ladies of the impotent attacks of their 
ei^mies, could not fail to quiet the alarms 
even of the countess Sambuca, who chat* 
tered with her usual volubility, which was 
only occasionally interrupted by the thun- 
rders of the castle artillery, ac the entrance 
of her husband. 

The spirit of Pandolfina pervaded ev^ 
.part of the fortress; wherever the assail- 
ants appeared to threaten, he was seen ani- 
mating his men to aetion; every point 
which seemed weaker than another, was 
defeMed with skill, and eseaped not his 
instant observations. 

At l^igth the evening dosed ki, and 
the trumpets of count Luna sounded » re* 
treats He reared, little satined with thir 
event of the struggles, thoo|^ emim in 
the day he had fuUy expeetad th«t hk 
oveq^weriog force wral4 bair# |^r«f» Um 
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a spetAf TKtMy, imd that ere B%ht his 
enemy would hare been a prisoner in his 
bands; but when be reflected upon the 
resolution and s^ll which had been' shewn 
by FctoUo in the defence* he oould not 
but acknowledge that his prospect of tri- 
umph seemed doubtful, and with iar other 
feelings he retired from the scene of action, 
than those with which he had first advan- 
ced to the attadc. 

On the retreat of his enemies, the beron 
Fandolfina instantly began to repair the 
mist^ief they Jwd done. Stones, mattres- 
ses, and saeks of wod,-were placed in va- 
rious parts of the walls, to arrest the shot 
and arrows of the besiegeni, and all the 
reserrotrs tiUed wi^ water, to resist any 
other attempt to fire the building; whilst 
to shew that all were vigilant within, and 
to prevfflit any attack under cover of -the 
darkness, wateh-fires were kindled in the 
towers and turrets of the castle, which 
threw ht and wide a terrific glare over the 
city and Us- environs, and enabled those 
upon the walls to take turn at any of the 
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centixiBh posted liy their enemy, who 
might advance within the range df their 
guns, and who on their parts were not 
inactive ; but f^ intervals during the nig^t 
was heard the pealii^ of their muskets 
and the whistling of tfadtr arrows. 

Before he retired for the night, PercAo 
addressed his men with, thanks for their 
brave exertions duringtfaedaj^prqnmes of 
noble rewards, and every sigument most 
likely to encourage them in mainitaii]si^ 
a gaBant defence till the arrival ci soe- 
cours, for the sake of themselves, tiieir 
wiv«s and chdldren. Hia kind and affiec- 
tionate maimer gave additioiial weight to 
his words, and all his waditots united m 
protesting their determinaiion to faU be- 
neath the ruina of tiie castle^ Eatiier than 
yield it to their sanguinary foes, or sub- 
mit to the slightest degradation. 

During the trying scene of the day, the 
baroness FandoUina.had shewn few symp- 
toms of alarm ; the paleness of her cheek 
liad passed unnotieed by moat of the party ; 
don Giacraio and Marguerita only observe 
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ed it attentively. The fi>rmer, by an air 
of gaiety, had endeavoured to dissipate 
her anxiety, and to inspire her with the 
fjieorfulnesa he felt himself; the latter 
had mustered all her resolution to bani^ 
her past sorrows and quiet her present fears, 
' feeling justly that it was <Hily by exerting 
herself in such a seaacm as this that she 
fxmld prove, beyond a doubt, the sincere 
and fervent gratitude she felt towards her 
kind fiiends ; and by her attentions, and 
appearing herself to feel no apprehensions, 
she succeeded in 8upp(»rting the spirits of 
her benefactress. It was no easy task to 
suppress her own feelings; but the affec- 
tionate gratitude of the signora Landolini 
-was more than equal to it, though the 
perverse loquacity of the countess Sani> 
buca frequently made the trial more se- 
vere by recurring to past events, which 
Mai^erita could not remember without 
the deepest afSiction. 

When the castle artillery had thundered 
on liie assailants, and her first alarms had 
•ubdded, she exclumed— " Oh, dearest 
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Margueiita! tatwarft 
it like the dmdfiil 
corsair, when joa were 

*^ I had no 
whom to rdy but 

*" Yon certainty had dD d^ 
y ourself," continued die e mu a te m 
I suppose, made the afiir ao partimlari^ 
interesting; for I have head vaj dear de- 
parted friend,* here she gave a deep u^ 
'^ signor Gtaetanot^ express his admication 
of your finrtitude and resignation, and I 
have seen him listen willi attention to the 
detail of the wh(de affidr, whidi he must 
have heard several times, though, I as- 
sure you, I could scareely get from him 
one attempt at condcJence, when I rdated 
the whole of my dreadfrd ndsfiatune at 
the time the letiga was overturned, and 
I bruised my arm about five years hack ; 
besides which, one morning, during mass» 
at San Pietro, I UAd him the whde hi$- 
tory of the frightful eat I saw at Sambuca, 
when I first wen t there aftar my marriage, 
and tiie count was so inhuman as to insijt 
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lilK^niyremiamng. Do you kDOtr.iny dear 
creature, lie positively refused to leave the 
castle» (bough I assured him I should 
.inerHafaly expire* and really had several 
fits upon the oceaauHi. Wdl, my dear 
fiieud, I rdftted the whole of t)us shock- 
ing inddent in the diurch, asd when I 
had done, he made scane stupid remark 
about the nutsic. Could any thing be so 
afflicting? I 1k^ now, 'when we have 
half of us been butchered, tbtt I shall 
have something to xelate, which may be as 
^itertaining as your sttNry of the pirates." 
To esc^ie fro^n ber persecutor. Margue- 
rita retired for a while to the cbamber of 
the baroness Solanto, who was much dis- 
turbed and terrified by the disdiaige of 
the artillery, and the evident wmfusitm 
wfaidi it was impoBuble to conceid from' 
her entirdty. 

Don Giacomb, fearful o£ the effect it 
xai^ have . upoA her, repaired to her as 
«Km as he eauld, and made light of the 
C> disttDrbanoe-— " Dissatisfied with the strict 

, pnxeedtBgt instituted against thml for 
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their Tiolent coDdnet, canmi 

partisans/* he said, ^ are endesrounz^lo 
terrify the asnk aothoritia JBtowiAaMtaosn 
to bis unO, and is dtB|W'il to try hk daSl 
against our walls. It n a fity txm tlut 
his misguided tcXty diould inrclve him in 
the rum which is sure to <nrertdbe his se- 
helHon. I have heen obliged to cider wsy 
men to keep oflT his torfanlait wmtw^wten 
by the noise of my artillery, which I le- 
gret from the distuihanoe it may oocaaoo 
to your excellenza." 

'* Your kindness, signor," repbed the 
Invalid, ^ has indeed been unmaittii^: 
to me it will soon cease to be neoessuy ; 
but for my pocv Costanza I trust it will 
still be exerted, either till the restoration 
c^ her lost fiither, or till her fiunOy can re* , 

ceive her. The eternal gratitude of all J 

our connexions cannot repay the debt we 
owe to you, for your constant and xtive 
friendship to us all. My suflEerings in this 
world, I feel, must soon cease;, and were 
it not for the distressing condition in 
vfloicYi I Iei|ve my beloved diild, I oould 
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haU the approabh of death with satisfac- 
tion.* 

** My dear mother, talk not thus,'' said 
Costanza ; *' you are low and terrified^ but 
indeed not so much worse as you fear.** 

*• My diild, do not deceive yourself; 
let me take this, perhaps last, opportunity 
of speaking to my noble friend." 

** Dear donna Costanza," said the baron, 
'^ I trust her excellenza is much better 
than she thinks herself; but do not let us 
agitate her by any opposition ; and be as- 
sured, madam," he said, addressing the 
baroness, 'Vthat till the restoration of the 
baron, which I hope will be very soon, his 
daughter shall be as much my care as if 
she were my H)wn ; and if there is any 
thing in my power, now or hereafter, 
which will contribute to your comfort, I 
beseech you to command me : but tliese 
storms will soon blow over, and the offen- 
ders punished. We shall all live to tell 
them to our children's children, as tales of 
other times; and for any services I am able 
to vender, some of my family may per- 
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haps be desirous to tax your gratitude at 
a very high price.** 

^ I can think of .none which it would 
not be happiness to pay," said the baron- 
ess, ^^ and your confidence in the event ci 
this struggle with our ruthless persecutor 
gives me great comfort for you and those 
I leaye behind me. I know you will exart 
every effort to restore my husband to li- 
berty, if he is still in this world, and your 
assurances of care of my poor child give 
me the only coniolation I am now capable 
of feeling." 

The baron then returned tp the baron« 
ess and her companions, and shortly after 
don Paolo entered. The baroness did not 
trust herself to speak ; but she looked at 
him with intense anxiety, and he answer- 
ed to her looks — *' All has gone on through 
the day, even as your excellenza could 
wish." 

** Do you tell me so ?" she said, with a 
faint smile. '* I feared Pandolfina had as- 
sumed cheerfulness to calm bur fears." 
*^ Don Giacomo could not have express- 
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ed more confidence than k ftlt by eyeiy 
individual within the walls. Our Iqm to- 
day has been almost notlu^g^^the ene- 
my's very great* and every thing is in sucli 
perfect order for to-morrow, that all but 
the cratinels may rest as quietly as if count 
Luna and his party were not in existence." 

'' After toiling all day^** said Fandolfina 
to the barooess, ** think what a re&esb- 
nn^nt and comfort it must be to me and 
Paolo also to find you serene and tran- 
quil, and able to attend to- our repose and 
accommodation, instead of our having to 
quiet fears, which, as they are as often as 
not directed to subjects in whidi no ra- 
tional causes of alarm exist, reason has 
very little chance of alleviating." 
• *' I am sure,'' said the countess Sambu- 
ca, ^ the wretches have broken all the 
windows in the state apartments, for I 
heard the most dreadful riot in that direc- 
tion, and it would be so shocking to have 
*tfae new hangings spoUed." 

^^ It would indeed,** said the baron, smil- 
ing; ^^ but your exoellenza*a known taste 
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and industry "virould give me hopes of some 
from your hands, and those of our other 
fair cousins, which would far outvalue 
those destroyed.** . 

" Santa Maria!** said the countess, *'what 
a horrible idea ! It is well the count is 
not here : if such a fancy once got posses- 
sion of him, he would insist on my work- 
ing tapestry, or doing some shocking use- 
ful thing for every room at Sambuca.** 

^ Here is the count himself coming, I 
think/' said don Paolo. 

" Is he indeed ? Then I am sure I 
must go and visit the dear interesting ba- 
roness Solanto, and the sweet humble- 
minded Costanza. I have not been near 
them all day.'* 

*• No, for Heaven's sake, don't !'* said Mar- 
guerita, running to prevent her; " your 
excellenza had better defer your visit till 
to-morrow morning." 

" My dear creature, by to-morrow we 
may all be killed, and then, you know, I 
can never go at all.'* 

VOL. IV. c 



96 THE FEUDS OF 

^ Do not be under any alamC 8u4 the 
count, who just entered, ** for our foes 
must be too much in want of rest to dis- 
turb us to-night, and to-morrow we will 
find them too good employment to ^ve 
them time to annoy you." 

Before her husband had ceased speak- 
ing, the countess had retired to her legend 
and her comer, with one of Perollo's chil- 
dren, whom she detained an unwjUing 
auditor of a miserable ^tail of what 
might happen from those terrible people 
the Lunas, until the child began to weep 
audibly from terror, and was rescued from 
the general tormentor. 
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De moD fiel abreuv^s k mes furenrs eo proie 
Combattre avec audace, et nioofir arec joie. 



At the dawn of mqnnng, FenaBte lio- 
chese was sent with a detadunent of the 
fi^rces to continue the attaek upon the side 
of St Pietro, which chuich was entirely 
destroyed during the conflict With an- 
other party don Pietio GOberto, a Pa- 
lermitan cavalier, attadied to count Luna, 
took his way through die Porta di Santa 
Caterina, and sounding their drums and 
trumpets, shouting ** Viva Luna and Pe- 
ralta !" they mounted the roof of a pakzzo 
which faced the great gateway. From 
this post they oommenoed a dischaige of 
guQS and cross-bows against don Pado, 

c S 
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who was stationed on the tower. Being 
now more nearly on a level with the be- 
sieged, their shot took more effect, and 
many of the companions of don Paolo 
were wounded, but he himself escaped, 
though wherever the conflict was the hot- 
test, there was seen the gleaming of his 
white armour and the waving of his 
plume; nor did the assailants purchase 
this advantage without feeling the ven- 
geance of the gallant defenders; torrents of 
blood poured from the roof of the palazzo, 
and many of Gilberto's men fell Hfeless 
from the summit of the building ; but the 
enthusiasm of both parties seemed to in- 
crease with the increasing danger. 

Amongst those who distinguished them- 
selves in this conflict was don Antonio di 
Noto, a cavalier justly celebrated for his 
military talents and bravery ; he had 
mounted amongst thos^ who had taken pos- 
session of the palazzo, and had done consi- 
derable damage to the adherents of PeroUo. 
The count Sambuca had been the chief 
victim of his unerring aim, and was bomd 
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from the scene of action senseless and 

bleeding- 

The countess, when informed of the 

accident, rent the air with screams, not- 
withstanding she was assured that her 
husband's wound, though severe, did not 
appear to be dangerous. 

" L^t us Tender him all the ser\nce we 
can," said the baroness Pandolfina. ** Come, 
my dear madam, you must be impatient 
to be with him." 

« Jesu Maria, baroness !" again scream- 
ed the countess, " I cannot endure the 
sight of blo(W. Oh ! my dear, dear Sam- 
buca ! pray let him have a priest and a 
doctor," and again her grief was vented in 
cries and lamentations. 

The baroness, seeing tliat nothing like 
rational assistance was to be obtained from 
the lady, left the room to render aU the 
^d in her power to the wounded man. 

Don Paolo saw the fall of the count, 
and resolving to avenge him, singled out 
one of his opponents who appeared to be 
of consequence ; he levelled his h^rque* 
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the roOTniDg ; machines were brouglit to 
endeavour to batter down the walls, but 
with little or no success, except where 
Accursi had succeeded in making a breach 
in the house of Luchese; here, however, 
don Giacomo had brought two pieces of 
artillery to bear upon the assailants, and 
made a tremendous slaughter of the partK 
sans of Luna. 

Amidst the combatants,, the gigantic 
figufe of Accursi was eminently conspi- 
cuous ; his dark plumes waved high over 
the heads of the surrounding multitude, 
and he appeared rejoicing in the scene of 
blood and desolation. By his side was 
Francisco Sacehetta, captain of the Lan- 
ces, who had joined don Sigismund from 
Salemi, and who distinguished himself 
during the day by his intrepid courage : a 
shaft from a cross-bow at length pierced 
his eye, and at the same time a shot car- 
ried off his right arm. He fell weltering 
in his blood ; a cry of vengeance burst 
from his associates, and Delia Bardia, ex- 
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faarting them to aroge the fil nf Sk^ 
dietta, planted a faddcr agvBstlhehRach, 
and rushed through it swovd m haoi. 

An exdamadon fiom the h cMC g rf in 
the tower above cas^fat the vaidMU at* 
tention of Pandolfina — ^ FoHov hk/ he 
cried, to thoae nearest hn penaB, asd 
vrith the swiftness of fi^btmng 
the passage which led mio the 
liuchesa The %nre of Aecnni 
ed the entrance ; the hjiqiiibww af Fi 
dolfina was leireUed in an m^tm/L acii 
Delia Baidia laj prostiate at the iIasL- 
old. 

"^ Forwaid r cried PeroGa to hn iuU 
lowers, as he mdied towads the badr. 

Count Gioigio raised the fiJIai dhtt&Lj) 
with inconceivable qoidnoa, aad aad^ 
by his men, CKMiveyed ht3i down the Is^f^ 
der, whilst a Yioleitf contest took pbet ^t 
the portaL Pen^ was at leagth tiet^^ 
rious; the partisans of Lona fled Ue^jire 
Mm, and retreating with his fiitsadi a^'a 
into hb castle^ the pasa^ was mi'^JcC^^ 

cS 
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ately doled agdinrt idl foture danger, by 
bstt^Hng down pait of tl» mansion fivmi 
abov#. 
Trtie body of Aecur si was conveyed into 

the eir, and his helm=et taken off. The 

« 

ball had lodged in his head ; but he still 
lived, though s^eediless^ and aflter a lew 
moments afppeared t^ revive. His valour 
had exdted in bis followers the highest 
reiq>eet, and they now crowded round 
him bewailing his misfortune; he was 
sensiUe of their conduct^ and seemed per- 
fecdy aware of his own situation, intimat- 
ing by signs a wish to be removed from 
the scene, and waving his hand to his 
soldiers, pointed to the towers of the 
castle, as if exciting them to revenge his 
death by the destruction of PeroUo. He 
was then carried to the house of his kins- 
man Imbiagnia, as being nearest to the 
spot, and information of the unfortunate 
event dispatched to don Sigismund. 

The character of Delia Bardia was not 
such as to have conciliated the affection of 
h\» fumily ; but their knowledge of his 
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firmness and resolution, and their esteem^ 
for Ids bravery, made them dee^y lament 
the fotal catastrophe, and Lun6, in partis 
cular, well knew the worth of his long-* 
tried s^^ices and attachment, which,- from 
whatever cause it proceeded, made him^ 
under present circumstances, one of the 
greatest losses he could Have sustained. 
He commanded that every care should be 
taken of his wounded friend, and the 
countess Caltabellotta informed of the ae- 
eident 

Pietro Gilberto and his party,, from the' 
roof of the palazzo, still continued to main- 
tain their conflict with those upon the 
tower,, with some loss on both sideSj, but 
chiefly on the part of the besiegers. De- 
spairing of driving his enemies from their 
station, and confiding in the bravery of 
his followers, don Pietro at length de- 
scended from bis post, and with more thaii 
an hundred men advanced furiously to tlie 
castle gate, to endeavour once more to fire 
it. This movement was observed by don 
Paolo, and instantly provided against : he 
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commanded a large mortar to be filled with 
chains, nails, stones, and whatever means 
of ofience was at hand, and discharged it 
at the advancing column, who were swept 
down in multitudes, and nearly the whole 
party killed or wounded by the blow. 

The adherents of Luna stood aghast at 
this new method of destruction. Don 
Paolo perceived their consternation^ and 
his artillery was opened upon them with 
fresh fury. The space before the castle 
was covered with the slaughtered follow- 
ers of Gilberto, the remnant of whom be- 
gan to give way, and fled in alldirections; 
the friends of Perollo shouted in triumph; 
the gates were thrown open, and don 
Paolo, at the head of only twelve men^ 
rushed out upon their routed foes. 

Don Pietro had halted, transfixed with 
wonder and dismay, and was nearly aban- 
doned by his men, when a bolt from the 
cross-bow of Perollo pierced his side. He 
turned and joined his flying host. At the 
entrance of the street of Santa Caterina^ 
he met don Sigismund and Adriano^ and 
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staggering towards the oount, SSL at Ins 

feet, and instantly, expiied. 

The alarm spread by the fu£^tives» and 
the fall of Gilberto^ readied the caia e£ 
Ferrante Luchese^ who hastened with a 
considerable reinforcement to their aid, 
upon which don Paolo retired, and safely 
reconducted his brave companums within 
the walls. All the exhortations of Feiw 
rante^ and the force o{ his example, could 
not,, after this, bring his pe<^le to a fiesta 
assault ; they had received too severe a 
lesson from the hands of don Paolo to 
venture again within reach ai his fire, or 
to expose themselves to the danger of an* 
other sally ; and gladly did the partisans, 
of Luna hear the signal for retreat,^ which 
sounded as sunset closed the bloody and 
disastrous day which had seen the &11 of 
their boldest leaders,^ and the flower of 
their troops, without giving them any ad- 
vantage to boast a^inst their impregnable 
enemy.. 

Having placed guards for the night,, 
count Luna retired to hi& castle, much 
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disipmted at tlie events^ which had depriv- 
ed him of his brave friends Delia Burdia 
and Gllbetto, and at the fruitless sacrifice 
ef so many other laithfnl and devoted ad- 
herents t during the night the chief com-^ 
manders assembled to deliberate on the 
mipramising state of tbdr affairs.. 

Pugiades^and BartolomeoTagliavla were 
almost the only advocates for peace ; the 
fomfxer urged that they had now given 
their enemy a lesson of their courage and 
resolution in redressing their wrongs, and 
though they had not effected an en- 
trance into, the castle,, still they had cut 
off many of their adversaries ; and that ra- 
ther than prosecute the affair, there could 
be no doubt but that don Gi«3omo would 
make some sacrifice and submission, of no 
less value than the destruction of a greater 
portion of his vassals*; his men would soon- 
be recruited, but his pride, once brought 
down to submit, could not easily rise 
to the height to which it had hitherto 
soared.. 

Don Michele pointed out the sacrifice 



at whidi tbey had maintained 1^ contest^ 
and the litde choice they^ had of being 
moi^ suceessfwl on the merrow—^ TIk' 
widls of the castle," he said, *' were unin'* 
juned ; the spirits of the besi^ied tmdaunt* 
ed, whilst their own troops were dispirit* 
ed and dasheartened. If with eight hun** 
dred men/' he continued, ** we have fail* 
ed in storming then* fortress, can we hope 
to be moFeibrtaoate ndth our forces weak- 
ened ami iredueed? Their friiends are 
likely to increase; succours will arrive 
from every quarter^ and from> what re- 
sources can we multiply our numbers? 
Every man we can? command has been 
brought into action; and if we waste our 
forces by a continuation of these useless 
attacks, what prospect can we have o£ 
compelling our enemies to terms here-^ 
aftejr, upon which our eventual safety 
must depend? My advice is, that terms 
be offered to Perollo- — a due submission 
extorted from him, and some secure gua* 
rantee required against a renewal of the op- 
pression to which we hay^ been subject" 
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Bartolomeo Tagfiayia agreed . as to the 
policy of treating with Perollo— •* The 
populace," he said, '* were vehemently at- 
tached to his party, and had only been 
kept from rising tumultuously in his de- 
fence by their terror of the armed adherents 
of the count ; the bad success of the last 
two days would encourage them to make 
a movement in favour of don Giaeomo^ 
and count Luna would be smrounded on 
all sides, even before the distant friends of 
Perollo conld arrive. Our own troops,*^ 
he added, ** are much disheartened, and 
the catastrophe of Gilberto and his de- 
tachment has struck tliem with such a 
panics that they could not again be rallied. 
During the night their ardour will con- 
tinue to abate ; they will learn the various 
misfortunes which occurred in other points 
df attack,^ and by to-morrow we shall find 
them ErK)re anxious to seek protection 
within the walls of Luna Castle, than to 
encounter the valour of don Paolo, and the 
terrors of his irresistible artillery." 

Adriano tliought it would be easy to 
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lure doii Giacomo from his walls by pro- 
posing an amnesty, and that his insolence 
would undoubtedly give occasion to their 
followers to avenge it ; their impetuosity 
could not be restrained; and if PeroUo 
thus fell a victim to his own imprudence, 
he only would be to blame. The chiefs 
of the party would avoid the danger they 
might incur by continuing their acts of 
violence, and might, as they found most 
politic, punish or connive at the murder 
which the impatience of their followers, 
and the provocation of their enemy, woul4 
cause. 

A silence of some length succeeded this 
proposal ; the chiefs appeared not fully to 
comprehend the meaning of Peialta, and 
Ferrante Luchese requested an explana- 
tion. Jr, 

" Our cause," answered Adriano, " is 
that of justice; we are assembled to> deli- 
ver ourselves from intolerable opptession, 
and to punish a long course of injuries 
against ourselves and fellow-dtizens. We 
have used all tlie means we have of opeo 
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war, and since these hare fiiiled, stratagem 
and private revenge must have their way. 
In every nation, and in every age, when 
tyrants have fallen, by whatever means their 
end was compassed, succeeding generations 
have approved and justified the hand whict 
struck the blow. By one great act ot 
slaughter, our island was delivered from 
its French oppressors, and the name d 
•Giovanni di Prodda will for ever be con- 
isecrated in the memory of every true Si- 
cilian. Let us do for Sciacca what tlie 
Sicilian Vespers did for our forefathers ; let 
us, as they did, lull our foes into a state 
of fancied security, and having persuaded 
them to lay aside their arms, let us re- 
sume our own, and fulfil our purposed 
veDgeanca The disposition <^G]acomo 
is bold and confident ; he may be tempted 
to trust our faith, and made to fed our 
resolution. Pandolfina thus cut off, the 
jrest will &11 an easy conquest.'* 

When Adriano had concluded, silence 
again prevailed till Ferrante once more 
addressed him-— •* I believe, signor baroae, 
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I sball iq)eak llie sentunents of all our 

friends, at iMst of all whom I should wifth 

to aee amongst the mufiber^ in lequM- 

ing that we may be no mone imulted by 

your dastardly advice. I am no orator; t 

cannot recount aU the sueceafiil mufdei% 

in which the offendors hare escaped the 

hands of the hangman: to yourself I leave 

such stores, and yon wiS, I d(mht not, 

xme day, find them servkxaMe. W^e oFe, 

signor Peralta, a band of solifiers and df 

g^itiemeny met to avei^e ow wf^iigs in 

open warfoe. Had he requaed l3le fattiril 

t3f aft assasi^fi, ooont Lma wvnid not hwe 

summoned togetho' i» imily to ftek fir 

one: but I wiQ Bat warile the tine* <ff 

these brave csnrafiera is etxnbieting^ an 

opiimm which meets wi& the sume tsA^ 

ings of afahofrence fioB Ba aiL K 'Aipj3&!9f^ 

to me Ihat the aefy want ftmn which w^ 

at present sirfKr is Afiit 0fart3Ia7. OmlH 

wafl,Aefew«EH%$rfiRfedmf$^ v»t w# 
oar hnrre «bww5 wwnlil 5wt^ ^^*'^ ^""Z 
into Oe iBtosMTi Mi£l»r ^- ^ -^^ •'^ 
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portunity of meeting upon equal t< 
our superior numbers and our equal bi 
veiy must be victmious. It is not pro\ 
ble^ as no impreasion has been made u] 
his outworka, that we shall findPeroI 
more inclined to submiasion than befoi 
the contest began ; he will argue from oi 
oflfers that we feel our weakneaa, and coiWI 
aequently reject the treaty, whidi \vi1 
tend only to spread alarm through our 
ready-dispirited troops." 

As Luchese paused for a moment, Adri- \ 
ano again began—'* I did not expect from 
signor Ferrante the very temperate re- 
proof T have received; but I am not de- 
sirous of railing in return, or I might asls 
how his high and mighty spirit could Ix 
amongst the foremost in the unexpected 
attack upon the vassals of Perollo, or i 
the slaughter of the insolent Statella ? 1 
would surely have been more accordar 
with his lofty and romantic notions, 1 
have sent his heralds and pursuivants, 1 
announce his honourable intention to ci 
the throats of the party in their beds^ a 
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.ording to^ the strictest rules of chivalry ; 
nit signor Luchese has pointed out the 
vants under which we labour, and disco* 
rered the errors of others ; may I venture 
:o request he will discover a remedy, and 
>y his prodigious ingenuity furnish us^ 
.vith the artillery we stand in need of.** 

Luchese listened without heeding the 
:aunts of Adriano, and replied with tem- 
per to his question — " I have been infor- 
med that Francisco PeroUo, the captain 
>f the city, has fled from his post. We 
have the honour to see amongst our 
friends the barone del Nadore and the 
brave Maurici, who, being the only two 
of the Giorati capable of acting, what pre- 
vents them from commanding the city 
artillery to be delivered to our use, and to ^ 
what better purpose can these guns be put 
than to secure the freedom and Welfare of 
the citizens ?" 

The proposal of Ferrante was warmly 
approved, and the Giorati called on for 
their eonsent 

Del Nadore highly extolled the wisdom 
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of Luchese and the |dan he proposed, but 
declined giving the cider himseH; and 
wished to put the whole upon Maurici. 

Don Sigismund however dedai^ that 
lie did not wish to involve either of the 
gentlemen in future trouble, and ordered 
Luchese to remove the guns as soon as 
morning dawned. 

Fugiades made one more fruitless efibrt 
for peace, which had but little chance of 
being attended to, and concluded by 
thanking Ludiese for the declaration of his 
sentiments on Adriano's proposed seheme 
of treacherous assassination, in reprobating 
which he said every honourable man 
amongst them must have united* 

Stung by his censure, Adriano impa- 
tiently observed that don Michele Pugi- 
ade^ the advocate and the relation of Pe< 
roUo, might well attempt to excite dis- 
cord between the friends of count Luna, 
though the &te of that impertinent spy 
Ferrara might have been a lesson to all 
who joined in their councils only to weak- 
en and betray them. 
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^ Count Luna,'' said Pugiades^ "* bas 
this nefaricNis and abudve partisan your 
countenance, in thus threatening and ca- 
lumniating your friend9 and allies ?" 

''The vehemence of Peralta, and bis at- 
tachment to our cause, have betrayed bim 
into a warmth^" answered Luna,. " for 
which he will, I know, hereafter apok>« 
gize." 

" Count Luna," replied Pugbdes, •* this 
is not sufficient ; you must disown his in- 
solaice. I had hoped that the rebuke be 
met with from the gallant Luchese wo«dd 
have proceeded from yoursetf ; your con- 
science may find some plea to exculpate 
your silence, but for the aspersions he has 
dared to east on me, and the threats he has 
presumed to hold forth, I require from 
you. a disavowal." 

Luna was about to reply in wrath, but 
was interrupted by Luchese, who protest- 
ed against prolonging any cause for dis- 
coid amongst themselves. 

Sigismund recollected himself, and de- 
clared his disapprobation of the conduct of 
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Peralta; though not very graciously made, 
the concession was received by don Mi- 
diele, and the party separated. 

The mind of the countess Caltabellotta 
during the scenes which had passed was 
involved in a conflict of passions which at 
times had been nearly insupportable. To 
obtain full and ample vengeance against the 
house of Perollo was the first wish of her 
heart, and to obtain it through the valour 
and conduct of don Sigismund, the sum- 
mit of her ambition ; yet now that all her 
long-cherished hopes were on the eve of 
fulfilment, she trembled for the event. 
That victory must be the final reward of 
their exertions, was what she never thought 
of doubting; but the price at which it 
might be purchased she dreaded to con- 
sider. It was possible that Sigismund 
might fall. The anxiety of Delia Bardia 
to arrange the claims of Francisca, in case 
of such an event, had pressed the subject 
upon her mind, and when once the scene 
of blood began — when she heard the clang 
of arms, the thunder of the hostile artil< 



-H 



LUNA AND FEBOUJa 49 

lery, and witnessed the hanj and 



ration for the acts of catnap aroimd bcr, 
she could not but remember tjbot tbe beir 
of Luna and Feralta was vufaieraUe and 
mortal as the meanest of bis HoiiQwerB; mod 
yvhen she reflected on the ^tipa^i^^ 
si^ she trembled at the idea caliber o£ 
life or death: fitMn ibe hceoe afwt^oti 
had messengers inoessantlj ; bertime 
prindpallj spent in her pdrate oatorj, 
and her tows for the sa&ty c£ hex mctn 
most fervent and unoeaaiig; if tfaeae was 
one feeling in the breast of die ecioHtev 
Luna which resembled Totae, it was sa^ 
temalloYe. In Sigismond wxeaa^taotd 
all her pride, all her ambiriop ; and to ez^ 
alt his name and honour wsu the studf <?i 
her Ufa He was the idU to wiudi dtt 
had sacrifieed eveiy feelmg bat faalud and 
revenge. 

With m^otient amdetj Ae waldxd 
the conntenanoeof everj one who faoMi^ht 
her tidmgii, to anticipate; if poiMhlf, tibdr 
details. At length came one wiuae bet 
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9poke him the bearer of ill. The countess 
held her breath for an instant, as she look- 
ed at the man — " Is he dead ?" she ex- 
claimed. 

" Not yet," replied the man ; " but it 
is impossible that he can long survive." 

The countess stamped in an agony of 
grief, and was rushing to the door — 
** Where is he?" she exclaimed — ** where 
is my murdered son ?" 

The man looked astonished. 

** Did you not say count Luna was dy- 
ing ?" she asked, in a voice hoarse from 
emotion. 

" Excellenza, no !" replied the man, 
staring as if to ascertain whether her in- 
tellects were sound. 

" Fool ! idiot !" she cried, her grief 
changed into passion, " why did you an- 
swer me in the affirmative ?" 

" May it please your excellenza," said the 
man, ** I told the truth. I saw the barone 
della Bardia borne away ailer his wound, 
and was dispatched hither by don Marco 
1 liuchese to inform you of the event." 
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When the messenger mentioned the 
name of Delia Bardia, the countess start- 
ed, and throwing herself into a chair, re- 
mained silent for several minutes. 

The man proceeded to detail all he knew 
of the a£Pair, hut the lady was too much 
engrossed by her own reflections to heed 
him. 

He is not dead/' at length she said. 
No," replied the man ; " but it is impos- 
sible he can recover. He is conveyed to 
the house of Pietro Imbiagnia, and I dare 
say one of the monks from San Francisco 
ivill soon be with him, to take his confes- 
sion, and speed his soul to paradise, which 
may San Pietro soon admit, together with 
that of your excellenza and myself!" he 
added, devoutly crossing himself 

The countess again sat some minutes in 
silent reflection. At length she said, turn- 
ing to her women — " Order what servants 
can be found to attend me instantly to the 
house of Imbiagnia." 

" Your excellenza," said one of them, 

D 2 
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•* will not expose yourself to the confusion 
of the streets at present?" 

" Obey me without loss of tinne " was 
the tmly reply ; and with what few mer 
could be found she took her way to the 
house whither Delia Bardia had been con- 
veyed from the scene of his fall. 

Her agony at the idea of any confession 
he might make, or from any steps whicti 
might be taken after his deathby those to 
whom his secret transactions were known, 
as he had threatened her, in case she at- 
tempted to remove him by assassinatioa. 
now overpowered every other feeling, and' 
what line of conduct to pursue she was 
undedded. If she could extort from hin: 
the knowledge of the place in which Pie- 
tro, her tool and confidant, was confined, 
she thought she should not so mu6h dread 
the events of a deathbed confession, when 
his understanding might be represented a- 



On arriving at the house, she impati- 
oitly demanded to be conducted to the 
batone della Bardia. The family of Ini' 
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biagnia had, all renjioved from their resi- 
dence^ in consequence of the tumults, and 
taken up their abode in a cassino at some 
distance from the city. Don Pietro was 
with the troops at the siege, and only two 
or three domestics left in the house. By 
them the countess was conducted to the 
chamber of the wounded baron. He was 
placed, upon a couch, and attended only by 
one of his own followers and a surgeon ; the 
latter h^d just examined his wound, imd 
declared his skill ef no avail. The patient, 
he said^ might linger for some few hours, 
or even days ; but the ball was so lodged 
as to render it impossible to extract it, and 
his services being of no use, he was pre- 
paring to retire, for the purpose of render- 
ing assistance to> others who stood in need 
of it, and who were in a less-hopeless con- 
dition than Accursi, when, as he was about 
to quit the room, the countess Caltabellot- 
ta entered; she advanced rapidly to the 
couch, and gazed for some moments on 
the prostrate fosm of him whom most she 
feared and hated upon earth, yet whose 
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state of the sufierer made her hopeless of 
attaining this end. It was true, there was 
nfow no fear of any confession being made 
by him which might betray her secret ; but 
he had always informed her that there 
was some other depository beside his own 
breast, which the event of his death would 
throw open to the world, and with this 
anticipation she was now tortured almost 
to distraction. 

At length the eyes of Delia Bardia 
again unclosed. The countess Watched 
with intense anxiety every motion of his 
features ; he looked towards her, and fixed 
his regards steadily upon her — ** Do you 
know me, Delia Bardia ?'* she ^sked. 

He appeared to attend to the sound of 
her voice. She sank on her knees beside 
the couch — ** Accursi," she said, *^ your 
fete in this world is * decided. As you 
need mercy for your manifold offences, 
h^ve compassion upon me; restore the 
pledges you possess; give me some intima- 
tion where they may be found, and where 
the wretched Pietro is now confined." 
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A dight convulsion crossed the features 
of the wounded man/ but he gave no sign 
of compliance with her pray». 

*^ Accursiy'' she continued, ^' if you have 
a wish on earth — ^if you have a command 
to be fulfOled, by all the saints in Heaven, 
it shall be complied with, so you but re- 
lieve my anxious suspense! Concealment 
can no longer be of use to you. The ex- 
posure of my errors to the world would 
but disgrace count Luna and our fiimily, 
bring dishonour on our house, and ad<* 
vance no purpose of your own. Hear m^ 
Delia Bardia — ^you are going to your kmg 
account ; ihe crimes you have been guilty 
of in this life are numerous and heavy ; 
rdease me fiom my suspense and all die 
spiritual treasures and indulgences of the 
church shall be purchased to r^^ase yoa 
from the flames of purgatory.'' 

A firesh convulacm shook the jEbune oi 
tile suflEerer ; he groaned heavily, wndMl 
his body in tortor^ and idapacd mk> m- 
sensibility. 
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the repository of his secret, and she re- 
solved to watch him accordingly. 

In the Casa di FeroUo the events of the 
day had heen a subject of considerable; 
satisfaction ; they had indeed lost several 
men, but the destruction of their enemies 
had been as ten to one; and the principal 
chiefs of the party, with the exception of 
the count Sambuca, had escaped from the 
danger without a wound. The valour and 
exploits of don Paolo were the theme 
of every tongtie, and the castle resounded 
with his praises. 

The baroness now began to look with 
more confidence to the final issue of the 
contest, and every day she thought that 
the succours of their fiiends must be at 
hand — a subject which was seldom absent ^ 
from her mind. The strength of the for- 
tress had been sufficiently tried to give 
weH-grounded assurance that it could for 
many days resist, as it had done, the as- 
saults of the besiegers, who must be con- 
siderably weakened and disheartened by 
every finitless effort. 



The baroness Solanto suflfered ^etei^y 
from the constant tumult and alami, and 
her friends even feared that if the diege 
Iksted but a few days longer, she must 
slink utider her weakness. — The count Sam- 
buca, though severely wounded, was ijot 
considered as at all in a dangerous stafe, 
and received every assistance which the 
kindness and care of his hostess could give. 
Ilis own lady, from the first moment of 
the accident, persisted in declaring that 
his wounds were mortal, and it was long 
before she could be persuaded to visit %itn, 
and ndt until his desire to see hier had 
been repeatedly announced. Th6 baUdfuess 
and Marguerita at length persuaded bettto 
obey his wishes, and she was conduc^ted te 
the coufch of her wdunded husband. 

" You have alarmed yourself very need* 
letSsly, dear Theresa,** said the comit: ••ttiy 
accidient, though a painful one, jet "W&L 
be of ho worse consequence ihan thai *tf 
rendering me ^ usete^ burthcaa tb titf 
fifiends, sind of preventing nfe'fh)iii YiUXtm- 
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tions; ihey are peffecHy groundless^ and 
prevent you from being the oomfixrt to 
me I had hoped to find; but you seem to 
want consolation, instead of bdng aUe to 
give it* 

^ Consolation!" sobbed the countess; 
'^ don't be so barbarous as to talk to meof 
consolation. I have been two hours to- 
day with my confessor, and all to no pur- 
pose. Let me send for him, dear Sam- 
buca, for I can never listen to your last 
wishes. I would not see you expire for 
the world, and already fed that I shall not 
long survive you." 

*^ WeU," said the coun^ ** it is useless 
to aigUQ with you ; therefore remain quiet- 
ly where you now are, and you will soon 
see how little danger there is of your 
prognostication being fulfilled, for I feA 
inclined to sleep, and shall awake, I think, 
eonsiderably restored." 

** Oh, Santa Virgine P* she cried, " he 
grows lethargic! he is falling into the 
same state as the baroness Solanto! they 
win both di^ before morning, and be 



deep, tlie 
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wko^ she wa8 sore, would ofidy live for 
thtt express purpose of 6ontr«idicting her 
opinions— « rule he had followed without 
My deriatiotr sinoe the first forfen^ht after 
tell' mdniage. 
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CHAPTER IIL 



Chi la pace dod tuoI, la guerra Fabbia ; 

Che peooria gianumn noa fii di risse. Tasso. 

EabLY oh the morning of ttie ensuk^ 
dSAf, FeiMnte Lochese was di^atdied to 
the I'luoopdifts (^ the dty, to ranove die ar- 
tiileiy to^ such dtoations as were best 
flddpted to the bombardmeiit. The popu- 
lace, without a leader, and without anus, 
could only express their aflfection for Pan- 
ddlfina by'se^^et priiyei^ for his deliver- 
ance, and smothered curses against his 
enemfe^. ' 

The pdrtisiEins of LuAa ivere' in fact ab- 
solute indsf£¥il of the city, and selsled, 
without opposition, whistever arms they 
wmted. The eavaliy were disttiomilied, 
iM'by meatus df theif horises, e%h« of 
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the laigest pieces of ordnance were con- 
v^ed to their appointed' stations, port of 
them being placed near the Porta di San 
Nicholas, where bastions were thrown up, 
and the pieces levelled at the northon 
tower and principal gateway, the post so 
gloriously defended by don Paola The le^ 
mainder of the cannon were placed agaii^ 
the Porta del Catogno, and their fire di- 
rected against the western tower, and the 
walls which encircled the inner court. 

This new device of the enemy .was seen 
by dcm Giacomo with some consteniatioii, 
and though he manifested no dismay^ yet 
he could not but feel the pell of his situa- 
tion. 

^ It is their last resource,'' said don 
Paolo, ^ and will fail, as all the rest have 

done." 

At length, however, the perseverance of 
don Ferrante in the one point, and erf* count 
Luna in the other, overcame all difficul- 
tiefl^ and their batteries were opened with 
a tremendous fire towards the castle. The 
loss on both sides was great, more extBi- 
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the eyes of the baroness. She feared to 
ask if no succours had yet arrived, having 
felt the distress she inflicted in asking 
often for a consolation which he who most 
wished it could not give her — ** Tell me 
the worst, Pandolfina/' she said at length. 

" Why," he replied, ** we have lost 
many brave fellows, and I fear Celano is 
raaongst them." 

** My brother !" screamed the countess. 

** I fear is amongst the slain." 

Her grief now seemed sincere and pite- 
ous. 

'* I have ordered Sambuca to be remov- 
ed to the eastern side of the castle," con- 
tinued don Giacomo; '^and thither, ladies, 
I would wish you to follow him; these 
apartments are no longer secure." 

'' The baroness Solanto must not be 
left," observed madame Fandolfina. 

^ As soon as we have extricated all our 
wounded men from the ruins," replied 
don Giacomo, '' she shall be attended to^ 
aiid. for the present she is perfectly safe : 
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let me instantly remove yoa from tins 
place. I rely securely on Pugiades, and 
will inform him of your having taken te- 
fuge on the side of the castle where he is 
stationed; you will then meet with no 
fiirther disturbance.** 

^ Can no accommodation with count 
Luna be made through him ?** asked the 
baroness. 

^ We are not in a condition to make ft 
necessary," replied Perollo. ^ It is a last 
resource, and when requisite, we will use 
it" 

The ladies were now escorted by don 
Giacomo and Luchese to a place of greater 
security, where the wounded men were 
also conveyed ; on their way they saw 
several whom their comrades were re- 
moving. 

^ My services may be of use here^ sig- 
nor," said Marguerita; ^ will you allow 
me to exert them ?" 

^ Gratefully, my child," said don Gia- 
oomo. 

** Marguerita has forestalled me in her 
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dfier," said the baropesi^ *' which the qjl^rm 
of the mpment preveuted jne from iimk- 
ing." 

" The .njumber of those who stand in 
n^ of assistance," said PeroUo, " I am 
sorry to say is very great; but you ipoay 
be of infinite service tp inapy of^them*'* 

Several ladies, inci![;eii by the example of 
Marguerita and her benefactress, request- 
ed tQ aqcouapauy the^m. ; an4 Perollp led 
the w^y to the place where the unfortu- 
nate men were, aud the. scene which pre- 
sented itself here was dreadful. The man- 
gle and bleeding forjcns of some scarcely 
INrejsent€;d the ^ppeftraucie of l^upaapity, so 
cTMsbed and Ucerated were they by the 
fall of the tower, sifid their attempts to 
disengage theins^ves from the ruins ; ,that 
life remained in some could only be l^nowii 
by the deep and hoUaw groans which 
isimod frpm their tortured .bodies ; whilst 
those who had suffered less ^till exhibited 
^ yiirlety; of Qiiseiy, appaUing even to Pe- 
rollo. 

j^^yessik Qf vtbep&n^iles Jost tb^.C9iirage 
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and resolution at the sights and were* 
obliged to be taken from the spot The 
baroness was for some time incapable of 
anj exertion, so great was her horror and 
distress. Marguerita still preserved her 
presence of mind and self-possession ; pale 
as a spectre, and trembling from the ex- 
cess of her feelings, she was compelled to 
struggle violently with herself to over- 
come the weakness of her nature; but 
remembering that every moment she re- 
mained inactive she might be prolonging 
the anguish of those around her, she was 
soon enabled to render material benefit. 
By the directions of the surgeon and the 
priest who resided in the castle, she was 
ere long actively employed in binding up 
wounds for some, or forming bandages for 
the broken limbs of others ; and the ba- 
roness in a short time rendered assistance 
also. 

The presence of don Giacomo was re- 
quired elsewhere, and bestowing his bless- 
ing on their humanity, he withdrew, to 
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watch the progress of the besieg^. A 
fatal discovery was at length made ; the 
ammunition of the castle began to fail ; 
as long as it was possible, Pandolfina con- 
cealed the fact, lest it should damp the 
hearts of his little band ; but at length it 
could no longer remain unknown. 

•* Strip the lead from the buildings^** 
cried don Paolo, ^' and while one stone 
remains upon another, let us stand by our 
walls, and we must be victorious at last ; 
or if we fall, let us fall like men and sol- 
diers, and sell our lives at a price which will 
make our foes rue their costly purchase.** 

The roofs of the buildings were soon 
stripped, and a supply of ball provided by 
the ingenuity of Perollo, with which the 
contest was carried on with little dimi- 
nution of vigour. Luchese had destroyed 
some of the buildings which were exposed 
by the fall of the tower and wall, but 
without deriving much benefit by his 
exertions. Don Giacomo however found 
the weakness of his party increasing, and re- 
solved at length to try the effects of treaty. 
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A white flag was hoisted over the eastern 
battlements, and a parley demanded with 
don Michele Fugiades, who instantly at- 
tended the summons. 

Don Giacomo expressed his obligations 
to him for his conduct during the out^ 
rages against hiiti, and requested his good 
offices in procuring terms with don Sigis- 
mund. — •*Our friends,*' he observed, "must 
soon arrive from Geraci and Fartanna, but 
I do not wish to involve so useless an ef- 
fusion of blood as must ensue, and am 
^willing to comply with any requisitions 
which are reasonable and honourable." 

Fugiades expressed his willingness to 
undertake the embassy, and lamented the 
scenes which had occurred. After friendly 
salutation, the two cavaliers parted; Fe- 
rc^o returning to inform the baroness of 
hk proceedings, and Fugiades to endeavour 
to persuade count Luna to listen to terms. 

Sigismund was at the time deliberating 
with Ferrante Luchese on the propriety 
of continuing theh- efforts on the western 

£ 2 
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Side. Don Ferrante had repres^ited the 
inutility of the lahpur he had been all day 
employed in. — ^** If," he added, ** we re- 
duce the whole of this side to a mass of 
ruins, it will still be impracticable to enter, 
and we cannot do don Giacomo a greater 
service than to waste our time and ammu* 
nition on such devices.'* 

" My errand,'' said don Michele, when 
he joined the party, ** will, I hope, make 
all further debate upon the subject use* 
less. PeroUo has empowered me to de- 
mand from count Luna what he requires 
from him ; he is willing to stop the far- 
ther effusion of blood, and to accommo- 
date matters in any way don Sigismund 
may wish, provided they militate not 
against his reputation and honour. A more 
frank and open submission cannot be re^ 
quired; and I trust, signor, your gene- 
rosity will not ask any thing injurious 
from an enemy, who must have purchased 
your i*espect by his gallantry and eon- 
duet." 

" For Pandolfina," interrupted Luchese> 
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^ I have little to say ; he has acted like a 
man and a cayalier; but the display of 
heroic valour I yesterday witoessed in don 
Paolo, when scores of our dastards fled 
brfore him, has made me impatient to em- 
brace him as a fWend; and whatever be 
the event of your treaty, don Alicbele^ I 
shall ever h<dd him in the highest esti* 
mation, and would venture my life in his 
defence at any time*** 

'^ He murdered Gilberto^'* said Luna, 
frowning. 

<' He killed him like ^ soldier,*" replied 
jLuchese; ^ when I fall, may Heaven 
grant it be by the sword of a gentleman, 
and not by the hand of such a cowardly 
assassin as the baron AdrianoT 

^ This rec^urrence to the conduct of Fe* 
ralta,^ atiswered don Sigismund, ^ is not 
pleasant to me^ signor Luchese; I beg it 
may not be repeated." 

** I am sorry, count Luna, that my ob- 
aervations are so grating to your feelings ; 
I would that the conduct of your kinsman 
bad been equally so.** 
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" Coant Luna," said 
will not object to listeii 
may meet the api)robatior 

Don Si^muiid was si 

" To be sure," replies 
count will now act with 
rality, worthy of himself 

" Hostilities may cease 
said Luna, " and we will 
future conduct towards 
me two hours hence at L 

Pugiades, witliout fur: 
to the north side of the 
and ordered the bomban 
which was obeyed, and Y 
that his embassy had been 

Luchese was ordered t( 
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joined by Adriano. 
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** I was seeking you to 
cause." 

" It was by my comn 
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** Count Luna," said Fumades, ** yon 
will not object to listen to such terms as 
may meet the approbation of your friends." 

Don Sigismund was silent. 

•* To be sure," replied Luchese, ** the 
count will now act with honour and libe^ 
rality, worthy of himself and his cause." 

*• Hostilities may cease for the present," 
said Luna, '* and we will deliberate on our 
future conduct towards PeroUo; attend 
me two hours hence at Luna Castle." 

Pugiades, without further delay, rode 
to the north si4e ot the Casa di Perollo, 
and ordered the bombardment to cease, 
which was obeyed, and Pandolfina knew 
that his embassy had been received. 

Luchese was ordered to see the guards 
posted, and the artillery properly defend- 
ed; and Sigismund returned to Luna 
Castle, where he was almost immediately 
joined by Adriano. 

** The firing has ceased," said the latter; 
'* I was seeking you to ascertain the 
cause." 

" It was by my command," replied 
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Luna ; ^ PoroUo has tendered his suhmis- 



sion.'' 
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Submission P ejaculated Adriano; ^*oan 
the mighty Pandolfina descend so low as. 
to submission? your exoelleiiza will, I 
hope, accept no peace-offmag but his 
head.'* 

** Surely there may be some interme- 
diate course determined on ; I have sum* 
moned my friends, and will take their 
counsel on the subject.'' 

'* Then, count Luna," answered Pe- 
ralta, ^ yoiur cause is ruined ; your mur* 
dered friends have died unavenged ; those 
who remain are delivered up as victims to 
the wrath of Pandolfina ; your reputation 
is sullied, and the house of Luna will have 
ftllen from its high and palmy state of 
fa^Miour and grandeur, and may make what 
speed it can, to secure its future existence 
beneath the shelter and shade of the as- 
piring PeroUo.'* 

" You are too vehement," replied dop 
Sigismund; ^ you last night betrayeid 
yourself to the censures of Pugiades, and 
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it was but a fen mirratefl back that La« 
chese cast in my teeth the sacrifice I made 
to your feelings by my silence ; you must 
be aware, Peralta, that I have frequently 
deprecated the idea of private assassination, 
and that tny heart acceded to all the in- 
dignation expressed by don Ferrante; but 
I preferred being implicated in your cause, 
*to adding • the public weight of my dis- 
' satisfaction to the reproaches you met with 
from our other friends. You will meet 
las here speedily in council.'* 

•* Some means must be devised,'* said 
Adriano, /* of oflEering such terms as can- 
not fail to be rejected; this may sooth 
. our doubtful friends, will ensure us for the 
night sh<»iid the allies of Pandolfina ar- 
rive, and may give us an opportunity to 
discover tho secret strength or weakness 
of our enemies. Your excellenza will 
•not in sincerity, I hope, listen to any 
terms of accommodation with Perollo, for 
by what ties can he be bound ? what oaths, 
what bonds, what vows, what protesta- 
tions, now made, can shidd us from f\u 
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ture danger, badked with the viceregal 
power, as he is ? what force shall we pos^ 
sess to compel him to fulfil them ? His 
loyalty forsooth will then enforce his most 
unwilling sentence to condemn the foes of 
peace and justice, or he will ostensibly 
3ddd up the sword of punishment to Mon* 
teleone's myrmidons, and rest contented 
with directing where its blow shall light. 
Or, say we now obtain a full and ample 
act of amnesty, of peace, of submission, 
and oblivion. The amnesty and peacd 
will be for Giacomo ; he will submit in- 
deed to circumstances, and bury in obli- 
vion every remembrance of his present 
vows 'and promises. Every occasion will 
be sought to find offences in those who' 
have wished the downfal of his tyranny, 
and without the means of resistance, we 
shall one by one faU victims to the enemy 
cur folly and weakness spared.'* 

When the chiefs of the Luna party 
assembled, Fugiades stated the substance 
of the parley he had held with PeroUo, 

£3 
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And ai^ged the cause of peace; propouig 
that guarantees should be given for the 
future good conduct of Pandolfina ; that 
himself and all his friends should be bound 
by every tie of honour to aid the adherents 
of count Luna in obtaining pardon firom 
the emperor^ and that they should jmb- 
licly acknowledge the lenity ol the party 
in withdrawing their arms. 

Talyavia, Luchese^ Infontanetta, and 
several more, were urgent to have these 
proposals accepted. 

** Let me also," said Adriano, ^ speak, 
arid lend my voice to the cause of recon- 
ciliation. I agree entirely with don Mi- 
chele, in considering it proper to accept 
the offer of PeroUo, and think the terms 
he has proposed are easy, safe, and ho- 
nourable : but one thing yet remains un- 
decided — the fate of donna Costanza di 
Solanto; count Luna cannot in honour 
still leave his affianced bride a prisoner 
with Perollo. She has been entrapped 
into a residence with the enemy of her 
betrothed husband ; she has been exposed 



.!• 
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to the sofidtations and attritions of Pan* 
ddfina's son, who doubtless profited by 
fab fine figure and specious manners. On 
her account don Sigismund has been ca^- 
lumniated, insulted, and disgraced. Let 
some consideration of what he has suffered 
in this way be taken into the account. 
Ijet count Luna remember his visit to the 
eassinoy the treatment he there met with, 
and then dedare what apology he will 
consider necessary, for this and all the 
other liostile acts of the party of Perollo. 
I am willing to shew them lenity, to treat 
them with generosity ; but I think in this 
instance some slight acknowledgment of 
the wrong is necessary.^ 

The countenance of Luna, during this 
speech of Adriano, was dyed with the 
deepest crimson at the recollection of the 
events which it had called up ; every pa- 
cific fetiiing was swept away by the vio- 
lence of passion ; and in a voice hoarse 
fifom agitation, he swore, that, unless Fe- 
roUo would kneel before him for pardon, 
and kiss his feet in token of submission. 
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no power or entreaties should stop htm in 
his course of vengeance. 

''And is this then your answer, sig- 
nor?' asked Pugiades. 

'' It is," replied Sigismund ; ** and I 
shall not hold that man my friend who 
strives -to alter my resolves.** 

Don Michele unbuckled his sword, and 
cast it before the feet of Luna. — •• Don 
Sigismund/' he said, " I entered into 
your party to reduce by open force the 
power and insolence of don Giacomo 
Ferollo, and have been betrayed into the 
society of assassins and rebels. The mur* 
der of Geronimo Ferrara was accomplished 
before aid could be afforded. Hemon* 
strances would have beer! useless, and t 
remained a silent auditor of the disgrace* 
ful act. The butchery of an Imperial eri- 
voy I was removed from aiding and abet« 
ting. Since this I have been invited by 
your friend and oonfidant to join in a 
scheme of treachery and murder, and am 
now outraged by a reply equally disgrace* 
ffti"^ you, and those who would deliver 
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it. I stand here unantted ; yon may dis- 
patch me to join the slaughtered Ferrara ; 
but henceforth I renounce your allianoe, 
and will shun your society, as a disgrace 
to a nobleman and a cavalier ; but I wiB 
not join the standard of your foes." 

•* Cut him down T* cried Luna, stamp- 
ing with passion, and drawing his sword. 

Liuchese threw himself before don Mi* 
chele; Talyavia and some of his inends 
interfered, and calmed in some slight de- 
gree the fury of Sigismund. 

** I shall finish my declaration," con- 
tinued Pugiades, " and withdraw ; for the 
present, I will be indebted to these gallant 
men who honour Sigismund di Luna by 
their friendship fi:)r protection from his 
violence. I have joined in an alliance 
with him, and though I here renounce 
and abandon it, I will not league me with 
his enemies, although I consider their 
cause as that of justice, loyalty, and virtue. 
I shall now seek my followers, and re- 
tire." 

As Pugiades withdrew, Luna called 
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furiously to defcBin him; but he passed ob 
uninterrupted fay the asBemUed party, 
and unheeding the violence of the coimt, 
whose fury ajqpeaied to be diverted firom 
Perollo to don Michde; he leproadied his 
friends for hiaving restrained him from 
avenging the insult he had received, and 
accused himself for his foUyv in. having 
admitted into his party one who was ^:.ii* 
nected with his adversary. 

Of all the assembly, Luchese was the 
only one who ventured to defend Fu- 
giades, or to remonstrate against the uh* 
generous answer which don Sigismund 
stijl persisted in returning to the request 
of don Giacomo. This drew upon him 
the severest indignation and anger of the 
infuriated count He answered quietly to 
all the abuse which Sigismund lavished 
upon him, and seemed to pity his w^k- 
ness, rather than to dread his passion; 
but begged to decline having any thing 
to do with the delivery of this message ; 
** which," he added, " if don Giacomo re- 
ceives without hoisting the bearer's head 
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upon his flag-staff, he must have mote 
command of temper than some of his 
enemies.** 

^ The baitm Adriano and don Barta> 
lomeo Talyavia,'' said Lana» sullenly, 
*' wiH be tiie bearers ci my leply to the 
request of Pandolfina.'' 

Neither <^ these gentlemen wishing to 
provoke the anger of the eount, they ae« 
quiesced in bis decision ; and he again re* 
peated his demand, that Pandolfina lAould 
kneel before him, and beg forgiveness for 
his past offences, and at the same time 
kiss bis feet in token of submission anidt 
defeat. — ^ Let this reply be instantly con- 
veyed,'* continued Sigismund, ** that we 
may know how to proceed when morning 
dawns — whether to renew onr final acts of 
warfare, and beat down the poor remaining 
shelter of our foes, or to prepare for the 
reception of the eonquered."*^^ 

The two emissaries repmred, without 
loss of time, to the castle of don Giaoomo,: 
declared the purpose of their coming, and 
were admitted within the portaL FeroUft 
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came to meet them, and inquired who 
count Luna bad $ent ? 

** The baron Adriano and don Barto^ 
lomeo Talyayia." 

^ I shall treat only with those whom I 
consider as men of honour/' said Pandol- 
fina, as he approached. '* The baron 
Adriano may withdraw. Perollo is not 
yet fallen so low as to hold converse with 
the instigator of Ferrara's murder. Allow 
me, signer l^alyavia, to conduct you to a 
place more worthy your rank and office." 

He then took the hand of don Barto- 
lomeo, and led him from the portal, 
leaving Peralta surrounded by the guards, 
that he might not take advantage of his 
embassy to pry into the weakness of the 
interior. Don Paolo^ at the command of 
his kinsman, attended to hear the result 
of the negodation. 

Left with the sdidiers, Adriano lamented,, 
in terms of great compassion, the usekss 
sacrifice which would be made of their 
lives by the pride of Panddfina. — ** We 
bring Um^"* he md, ^ the most noble and 
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generous terms ; all that count Luna re- 
quires, is, that he will make some slight 
acknowledgin^its for past insults, and give 
his promise to injure us no farther.^ 

• The baron,** replied one of the meii, 
•* will not reject sucli terms as these.'* 

*• Then nev» trust my word,** said 
Adriano, '* he wilt consider it beneath his 
dignity to yield, and will rather sacrifite 
the lives of all his faithful and brave de- 
fenders, than make a single promise tb 
abstain fix>m offering injuries to tl)e peace- 
ful inhabitants of Sciacca. Count Luna, 
my brave fellows, has seen and admired 
your gallant conduct. He would gladly 
open his ranks to let you pass whenever 
you chose, and by accepting these his of- 
fers, you would save your commanders 
lives, and avert the destruction of your 
wives and children. PeroUo must then 
submit, and will be received to the same 
hcHiourable capitulation we now oflFer.'* 
•Seeing some of the men listen with atten- 
tion, Adriano renewed his plausible argu- 
ments. He pointed out the injury they 
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were doing even to don Giaooino himsdlf^ 
by supporting him in any farther contest — 
the useless waste of their own blood — the 
danger to which they would expose their 
wives and children, should the castle be 
taken by assault, and given up to plunder. 
To this he added the most tempting offer 
of rewards from Luna ; extolled the mag- 
nanimity with which they would act by 
aacrifidng their private feelings to the 
^public good ; and finally succeeded in per- 
suading them to promise, that if the baron 
rejected the present proposals, they would 
on the monow march out, and leave their 
posts to be defended by those whom he 
could persuade to uphold his obstinacy 
and perverseness. These arrangements 
were scarcely made, and the seeds of dis- 
aflfetttion sown, when Talyavia returned, 
and merely stating that his offers had been 
rgected, quitted the castle with Peralta. 

Don Giacomo had conducted him into 
a private apartment, where don Paolo, 
don Geronimo, and don Giovanni Ferollo, 
were assembled. Talyavia declared hi& 
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own wish for peace^ and lamented the sepljr 
he was compiled to deliver. 

^ Be it for peace or war," replied Pim- 
dcdfina, ** you find me equally prepared ; 
no motive prompted me to seek this am- 
nesty, but a desire to spare the effusion of 
more Sicilian blood, and to relieve the 
anxiety of the females who have taken re- 
fuge within our walls." 

Talyavia repeated the insulting message 
of count Luna. 

X>on Giaoomo laid his hand upon his 
sword — half drew it from its scabbard; 
but after a moment's sil^ice and suspense, 
returned it. 

*^ Sorry should I be in any thing to re> 
semble Si^smund di Luna, or on the qpot 
I had avenged the insult you have dared 
to <^er me. The pas^oo, the ignoranee, 
the malignity of Luna, might prompt him 
to refuse accommodation, upon any terms 
of honour, liberality, or justke ; but I 
hardly thought the man could have been 
found, who would have ventured to re* 
peat the audacious offer to Perollo. Nel* 



ther Luna nor yourself deserve a reply, 
nor shall I deign to make one. Our walls 
may be reduced to a mass of rains by your 
artiUery-^the friends and followers of my 
house may, and I doubt not will, fail 
around me, and Perollo himself be ex^ 
posed defenceless to the vengeance of his 
^nemies^his spirit will still defy their 
menaces, and take its flight as unoonquer- 
ed as if it mounted from a field c^ victory. 
But to-morrow may bring a more frital. 
doom to Luna than to Pandolfina. Ge- 
taci and Partanna may arrive. But I will 
hold no farther parley.-~My friends, con- 
duct this insolent (whose forfeit head ihight 
well have paidthe penalty his tongue de^ 
served) beyond our outward gate." 

The orders of Pandolfina were obeyed, 
and the partisans of Luna returned to re* 
count the success of thdr ill-omened em* 
bassy. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Then died lameotod, m tbe atrenvth of ii£», 

A Talned mother asid a fiuibfbl wife ; 

Call'd not away, when time had loob'd eacii hold 

On tlie food heart, and each desire grew cuid ; 

But when to all that knit as to onr kind. 

She felt fast bound as daiicj can tind. Cbabbk. 



The alarm excited ui the mind €€ the 
baroness Solanto by the M&ng of the 
tower, and incessant boml^rdment of the 
part of the castle in which she ky, had 
produced a violent effect upcm her weak- 
ened frame ; repeated hunting fits had re* 
duced her so low, that all around her be^ 
gan to entertain the greatest fear for the 
final issue of her sufferings, whidi seemed 
to be drawing near their dose. It was 
with difficulty she had been removed to 
the eastern side, and though every pre- 
caution was taken by the care of her 
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friends, it was impossible to conceal fix>n:i 
her the increasing danger by which she 
was surrounded ; towards night, after the 
firing had ceased, she obtained a little rest, 
but awoke from it in such a state as con- 
vinced ha* that it would be the last sleep 
from which she should awake to the cares 
of life ; as her body became more and more 
enfeebled, her mind seemed to become 
more calm, and her resolution stronger. 
She requested the medical attendant to be 
sent for, and as soon as he appeared, in- 
sisted upon Costanza and the baroness 
Pandolfina leaving her. 

When they had departed, she, with 
great calmness, desired the surgeon to feel 
her pulse, and to tell her how long she 
should survive. Seeing that he hesitated 
in replying, she said — " Do not fear, sig- 
nor, to shock me, by telling me that my 
release is at hand ; I know it must be near, 
but I wish to be informed how near, that 
I may endeavour to prepare those who are 
to remain some time longer in this scene of 
terror ; and besides, sir, recollect that no ten- 
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it is for you only that I grieve, and then 
I know you will support yourself, and live 
to console your father. I feel a firm re- 
liance that he will be restored to you, and 
the thought comforts oie now. Wise and 
wonderful are the decrees of Providence, 
my child ; but far the capture and conse- 
quent detention of your father, which we 
so lamented, you might have been irre- 
vocably united to count Luna, ere we had 
discovered his character, and the baneful 
influence which surrounds him ; whatever 
you may have to bear in fiiture, remember 
that escape with gratitude." 

Listening to her mother had in some 
degree restored the calmness oi^ Costanza. 
She knelt beside her, watching every 
breath she drew with intense anxiety, and 
fearing that every word might be the 
last. 

Those who have knelt oveat the form of 
an expiring and dearly-beloved parent, 
may in some measure feel for the daugh- 
ter of Solanto ; but not entirely can they 
judge of the accumulated horrors by which 
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sbe was surrounded ; the terrific and deaf- 
ening noises of the previous day made the 
stiUness of the night more awful ; the glare 
fit>m the watcbfires threw a frightful red 
light through thechamher ; and she knew, 
though her mother did not, that the mor- 
row might destroy the hospitable roof that 
sheltered her, and reduce heir noble pro- 
tector to court death as a refuge, from his 
ruthless foes; added to all this was the, 
uncertainty about her father's fate ; and 
who can wonder that, as she pressed her 
hands upon her throbbing temples, she 
felt as if life or reason must yield to the 
scene around her ? Yet she bore her mi-^ 
sery in silence, and strove to feel the re- 
signati<m and reliance which her mother 
taught 

After a short pause the baronesii said— - 
« Thuiking of your escape from count 
Laina, my child, has brought to my me- 
mory something the baron Pandolfina said 
two ni^ts since. It appeared to me like 
a hint, that he knew his son's attachment 

. VOL. IV. > F 
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to you; if such b the case, and your own 
heart replies to it, you have my entire 
concurrence,* and I could widii you were 
allowed to remain under the care of the 
baroness Fandcdfina ; but do not, as yoa 
value your duty— do not, I conjufe you, 
dispose of your hand, till either you have 
your fath^'s consent, or have lost all h<^pes 
of his return ; and when you see him» tell 
him, all that affection the most fwvent, 
confidence the most devoted, and respect 
the most unshaken, could inspire, I have 
felt during my life, and shall to my last 
hour, for him — tell him, I entreat his par- 
don for my faults, and bequeath him my 
most ardent gratitude, fer a portion of 
happiness I think unequalled, and which 
I owe to him." 

The corporeal weakness of the baroness 
here overcame her mental energy, and she 
seemed to be expiring ; Costanza tried to 
support her, and in the agcMiy of knowing 
not whether to leave her and seek help, 
or stay and perhaps see her die for want 
of it, she uttered a piercing shriek, whidi. 
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hnn^bit Ae bvoness aid Mjigucfitt to 



The eotdUkther ril ni ii 'wiwi J to the 
faaraoeB Sobnto revi fe il ker m litdev and 
in a fcw nimites die isked lor the fiither 
AngriinL He was imtHittjr summoned^ 
and the baroness and Blaigueiita witfK 
drew into the nest room with the dmest* 
Astiaoled Costanxa, who^ as soon as she 
was away from the daoger of disturbing 
hear mother, gave nmestnined loose to her 
niisefy and despair. The baroness em^ 
braced h» with aflfecdmiate tenderness^ 
imploring her to have pi^ upon them all, 
and endeavour to support herself with 
eahnness; she confessed diat her own dis^ 
treaKs were at the momert greats* th«i 
she knew how to bear-*^ Heaven done caA 
fooesee^" she said, ^ what to-monow may 
pi!oduce» whether relief or an end to every 
hope of comfort to me on this side the 
grave. Do not; my Costaiiaa, add to 



a ■- 






100 ; THE^ FEXJDS OF 

the * misery of^nay devoted &mily ; pre^ 
fievye something ^ to-^my Federico for the 
much that he may ;lose ; you too, at the 
last, may perhaps have power over the 
heart of this merciless Luna, who would 
quench his hfitf ed in the blood of the Pe- 
roUo race. Recover your composure, dear 
child, fw your o»rn, your mother's, for all 
our sakes." 

Poor Marguerita, whose distresses had 
begun to yield to kindness in those around 
her, and pious resignation in herself, felt 
all her woes renewed by the sight of si- 
milar suffering in Costanza, and in the sor- 
row of her adopted parents ; she paced the 
room, trying to restrain the gushing tears 
whi/ch would force themsdves from her 
eyes^ From time to time she would ap. 
proaeb Costanza, embrace her, attempt 
to say something to cc^nfort her, and then, 
at the sight of her grief, be overpowered 
by <«ympatiiy, and again quit her to re> 
cover herself. 

Father jAngdini did not remain long 
with the baroness Solanto before he begged 



kcr daughter and inends fo retem to bet, 
and went to geqaeit Ifae at tfmfan r fff of doo 
GiaoooQ, wbo had icdred to iHtlbratt 
hour or two; ihey iaand the h a wnwai 
modi weaker, hot still perfbedv aenible; 
die afltyikmat eiy t JiilMa pu J her firiend and 
Jllaigocrita, sad a few woids of fittei%*ell 
to each, and leoommended, with a motfatf K 
tendemesB, her diild to the cue of the 
fixmeB.. Ton will be a mother to tier 
when I am gone— ^wiH rou not, yh> 



^I win, I win, tf I am spared to my 
own ofl^iii^.* 

She looked shoeked at Ihe apipeamiee 
of the barcm: nnoe dae had seen faim, thrf5e 
days spent in toil, and tibe greater part of 
the nighfs m watching and directing, 
added to the feelings whidi io (silence 
swelled his hoscnn, fear his wxfe^ his ehiU 
dren, his fiaends, and fiuthfid followers, 
vrbo had filkn arannd hiin, his homiy in- 
creasing anxiety for the wnik, wlneh had 
now afanost heoome d a p sitv could not 
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fiiil to shew iiaelf on bis face» tinnigli no 
syllable but of hope and encoanigeoient 
had escaped him ; be labed the hand of 
the sufiferer to bis lips, and promised, 
whilst he had lifej to protect her chfld. 
She held out her arms, as if once more to 
embnioe ber daughter, who was kneeling 
by hen Costanza rose to meet her drdUoig 
arms. A slight oonvalsion seemed to agi- 
tate her ; she looked to the oonfessor, who 
hdid up the erudfix before her, aiid pro* 
nounced the awful sentence—** Resign 
your soul to him who gave if*— *Once she 
looked from her child to Fatadoffina^--4ried 
toarticukte^-HCoaldiiot^looked to heavlen 
«*»«aikd expired. 

What, in the oatalogue of human miaery, 
is equal to the frightful silence trbfch foI« 
lows the departed spirit of those We love^ 
when for a moment we £eai: to breathe^ 
lest we dissipate the li& which still seems 
hovering rouhd us; and dare not oikm to 
MiselTes tbat hope has fled^ and left us 
with the folimk reality of death ? Such 
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silence, such deathlike stillness, reigned 
around the couch of what was the baro* 
ness Sdanto. 

Costanfit still remained in the attitude 
of receiving her last embrace ; idie uttered 
no sounds she seemed turned to stone. 
At len^ she slowly raised herself up- 
right; the pide and stifl^ned features of 
her mother looked not more lassailing than 
^tid her fixed countenance; no one could 
tspe$k fdr a few moments ; but at last thd 
confe»6r took her hand, and ssiAr^** My 
diiid, lie who gave may take away ; in his 
name be coraibrted." 

** Talk not td me of comfort; father ! 
Mlig hitbelr the tigers of Luna, and shew 
tbetal What Aey have d<me; shew them 
their (^limis achievements. Such a sight 
would oomfiM them, perhaps ; mine is 
goiM for ever. Bweet saint ! what had 
you done to tiiese destroyers, that they 
fiapA took away him oh whom you leaned 
far iappines^ and then aodght to tear 
down the home which sheltered ydu? 
Ybur8iigdciwilyandiiieekne6shave<xft)en 
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found excuses for them^ when no one else 
could. No! such sweetness was not fit 
for earth: tell them that she is gcHie: 
would that I were too, for then there 
would be peace." 

Costanza paused, and the baroness fold- 
ed her arms around her, and tried to lead 
her away, but the action seemed imme- 
diately to restore her recollection, and she 
said — ^* No, no ! I cannot leave her yet— 
I know I must, but not yet — I ^vill be 
very mild in future and dutiful-^-she bade 
me ; but do not take me from her — do hot 
weep so niuch — I make every one un- 
happy — pray forgive me.** 

Sl>e then went and knelf down by the 
couch, and holding the tifeless hand of her 
mother, buried her face in the clothes,* 
Margnerita begged to be left with her 
and father Angelini ; and the baron, whose 
silent- sympathy fof those alround him 
forced tears down his manly cheek; sup- 
ported the baroness ' from the scene -of * 
death. 

PeroUo was soon after summoned to 
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reeenre flie emissaries of oount Lunt^ 
when his fruitless and insulting proposals 
met with so proper a reception from the 
gallant chief, whose bosom swelled with 
feelings too indignant to admit for some 
time of any thoughts of the future con* 
seqnoK^ of the rejection ; but when he 
again returned to his family, after taking 
such precautions as the dilapidated state 
of the castle made necessary, the distress 
and anxiety which was so deeply marked 
on the features of the baroness, recalled 
him to a full sense of the dangers by which 
he was surrounded ; stilt he exerted hiiti* 
self to communicate to others the assurance 
which he himself could not feel, that their 
security was a matter of no doubt or 
anxiety. 

** The attempt to treat with don Sigis- 
mund has failed," said the baroness, with 
a sigh of despondency. 

** I never had much inclination to re* 
cdve the insultii^ dictates of a conqueror,'* 
replied Ferollo, ** and am spared this dis* 
grace at present; to think of whidv I was 

fS 
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oeif tempted hy a hope to save the ^kt^ 
ddn of Uopd on Ae part df Luna as weU 
as of mysdf ; they mast afaide foy the eon« 
aeqoetioes of Hmr reply to my dSetsJ* 

*^ Can tio mediatmg friend be founds" 
asked the lady, '* who possesses influenoe 
enough over count Luna to foiling htm to 
more reasonable termk?" 

** He has cut off all possibility of a com* 
promito," re{rfied don Giaoomo; *' and I 
Would scarcely expose any of my friends 
to meet the &te of poor FerFora.'* 

** Thete is caie allemative which yet 
might saive us all," sliid the baroness. Fe- 
rollo re|died by a look of inquiry* His 
wife Waited as if ior encouragement to 
pxKseed, and continued — *^ In your safety^ 
Fandolfina, is centered the preservation 
g£ your friends and family ; were you with 
Geraci or Fartanna, or even with the vice- 
roy, don Sigismund would po longer 
waste hm men in fruitless attempts to bat- 
ter down your walls *, you would collect 
an overpowering force, and the dread of 
your approach must be to us a sbronger 
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The twiiwijii WK fiEefrt» md don Gia« 
ooBDo looked ak bo- with am aspect some- 
tUDg- Eke lepraadi. She burst into tears 
— ^ For]g|¥e ner Victotia,* he said ; " I 
did not tldiik to bare been instigatetl by 
700 to a Agi acc fu l flight; but the mi\ 
aeeneabf whidi we are surrounded weaken 
dl our firmer ftdings. I^t me heor no 
more of ^bhr be added» aflR^ctionately ) 
* aD wiD yet be well, without my fleeing 
befisre this insolent aggressor,*' 

•• I should not have ventured,*' replUnl 
the faafooess^ stiU weeping, ** to have pre« 
ferred my request, had I not deeply weigh* 
ed the subject in my thoughts, and AUly 
determined that no disgrace could attach 



« 
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itself to the nacne and honour of P^roSo^ 
by your retiring for a tinoe bdore* the 
storm, to collect in person yoor fiiends 
and partisans, and to save the remmint of 
your followers and family assemUed here/' 

Don Paolo entered as she was speak- 
ing. 

This faithful friend," she continued, 

shall judge my cause, and will, I know, 
decide with honour and with prudence.** 

" It can require no deliberation," an- 
swered don Giacomo, " to ascertain that 
flight must always be disgraceful." 

" There are instances," smd don Paolo, 
" in which the timely retreat of one may 
prove the means of safety to. those who 
remain ; and if the force be overpowering 
to which the retiring party yields, flight 
then becomes a duty — ^though unpleasant 
and distressing, still the duty of a chief- 
tain." 

" Bless you for this reply !" gaculated 
the ]baroness. 

Pandolfina smiled. — ** Paolo," he said, 
^' is doubtless well provided with cases in 
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pcHnt, but n<»ie, I think, whieh will ex^ 
cuse a chieftain who deserts his family 
and fnends, who kares his fsathful sol* 
diers to defend his towers, and to shed 
their blood in the Cause he has himself 
abandoned.*^ 

•* Abandoned T interrupted the baro* 
ness — ^* the cause he seeks to aid, l^ rais^ 
ing the support from which it must even- 
tually triumph ; but don Paolo does not 
understand my argument 

^* I had forbidden you to mention it, 
but he must now have a pretty clear idea 
of the subject of our conversation," ob- 
served Perollo ; " you may proceed." 

*' I was urging to Pandolfina," she be- 
gan, •♦ the expediency of his seeking ^ 
refuge with Geraci or Fartanna, raising 
what succours he can procure, without 
the delay with which they seem to proceed^- 
and leaving myself and &mily beneath the 
protection rf yourself and our other gaK 
lant friends. It is against my husband'^ 
person the fury of the assailants is di- 
rected ; and were he once away, their de* 
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sire to purdiase the rmiu of ovtr ikiatasion 
would not be mffidently ntrong to urge 
them on nt thehasard of their Kves to gain 
it : Willi a full cotivictidn that Peroilo 
would speedUy return, armed with resist* 
less power for victory and vi^ftgeudce, I 
urge him to no disgraceftil act» by inciting 
him to ledk our safety and his own ; the 
lingering eo^dUct of Gerad, and the weak* 
ness of FfanciBco PeroUo, make it neces* 
sary that more energetic measures should 
be used to collect their forces. Geraci 
may be with Ae viceroy, and in whom 
can we look for the promptness and ala« 
crity with wfaich PeroUp himself will act ? 
He leaves us here neither defencdess nor 
unprotected. His single arm, though 
strong and powerful, cfflinot alone sup« 
port a ainkmg cause, and our friends have 
diewn how heroically they can ac^it 
themselves. I am tware that this' conduct 
might be a dangerous example to the men \ 
but when they learn that their chieftain 
commits tiiie dearest pledges of his love into 
their hands, to stand or faU together; 
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ingly undertake to remain till the last 
moment, as the defender of those he may 
leave. The security of our chief would 
then perhaps restrain the hands of the 
assailants, who would fear lest every hour 
should bring him back with sufficient force 
to quell their rebellious multitude.'* 

** Well," replied don Giacomo^ •* you 
have made a handsome compromise, my 
friend ; and when there is no hope <rf safety 
here, I will engage to seek it beyond the 
walls." 

" Were this resolution indeed to be ful- 
filled, and if in the fatal crisis of affairs 
(should it be the will of Providence that 
such should occur), if then you would 
commit us to the- care of don Paolo, and 
seek a refuge with our distant friends, I 
should be more reconciled," replied the 
baroness. 

'" When Paolo bids me fly, I will obey,**^ 

said PeroUo, who being summoned to at* 

tend some a£Pair of consequence, the party 

separated few a time. ^ ^ 

' Count Luna received, the reply of don 
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Giacomo, or rather the detail of what had 
taken place between his messengers and 
the baron, with threats of vengeance and 
extermination. 

Talyavia having conduded his account 
of the circumstances which occurred dur- 
ing his interview, Adriano observed that 
he also had some intelligence to commu-. 
nicate; and with affected humility atid 
calmness related the contemptuous treat-' 
ment which he had personally met with; 
rousing still higher the passion of don SU 
gismund ; and finally detailed his success-^ 
fill attempt to excite a spitit of disaffectiorr 
and desertion amongst the troops of Pe-> 
rollo, in whose custody he had been leftr 
when Talyavia withdrew with don Gia- 
oomo, assuring the count he might calcu^ 
late upon the retreat of part of his foea 
when the assault should be renewed^ 
These tidings excited £he greatest satisk 
&ction, and the coming day was impa- 
tiently awaited by all the party, who now 
looked forward with confidence to the 



/ 
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tj^efedy termination dP tiheii^ fittigue and 
hfaQur. 

WiHi tte learlieM light oDutit Luna 
was on horseback, surrounded by his chief 
4)IBcers^ and mi his w^y tx) the scene of 
havoe and di^tiructioti. Infimtatt^tta was 
ordered to oceiipy the stdtion which don 
Michdba Pugilules had abandoned in the 
Talley. t^etttate Ludiese lir^ stationed 
^1 the noriby to ^new the attack upon 
th« great towetv whete d<M Baoto com- 
Hianded; and Oologero Caljaiidrim> sue- 
needed to the ptet on tlie western side» 
which Liidiibde had hekl OA the day pre- 
oecfing : as tile south side pi^esent^ no 
practicable point xX, attack, and was not 
Kik^ to afibrd the besieged an importu- 
nity of flight (beitig bottnded at no great 
distano* \^ the inaeceiisible rocks which 
overhung tii^ ste, and surrounded by the 
wined mansions of Cosmo Luchese^ Ge^ 
rdnimo and Paolo Petollo)^ it Was how 
absffidoned by t&e besiegers^ who renewed 
tiieir Bttadu with violence on the north 
and on the west. 
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UpoA tiie first assart made by Ladiese^ 
the eompaniotis of don Pado refined to 
resume their arms ; they* lad teadived no 
longer to suppoit a fimitless contest, and 
since don Giaoomo had refiiaed to consult 
their safety, by accepting the honourable 
terms which they knew had been t^ned, 
they would no longer be the irictims of 
his pride and obstinacy. 

Astonished at this sudden defection, 
their commanders exhorted them to re^ 
turn to their obedience, dedated the terms 
which had been o^red were such as they 
would themselves haTe hit^gnantly r^ 
jected, and pointed out the little hope there 
was of their being received by Luna ; to 
this they replied, that the baron Adriano 
had given them ^surances d ftvour and 
protection. 

Don Ptolo saw that the case was hope- 
less, but endeavoured by every argument 
to awaken a sense of honour, and those 
feelings df attachm^t which they had so 
frequently and so ardently professed to 
cherish for their chieftain and his fhmily. 
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Daring the debate, Fandolfina arrived 
upon the spot, and learned the defection 
of the party. — ^** Let them instantly de- 
part,'* exclaimed Perollo. " Heaven for- 
bid that I should retain one unwilling arm 
to aid my cause ; let them abandon the 
chief they have sworn to defend ; let them 
give up his family and friends to the fury 
of their murderers, and seek with what 
satisfaction they can another leader more 
fortunate than Fandolfina." 
. The men appeared to hesitate. 

" Will your excellenza accept the terms 
offered by count Luna T they inquired. 

" No," replied don Giacomo: .** first let 
me perish, and let the name of Perollo die 
with me, rather than be disgraced by such 
dishonourable submission." 

*^ Propose then other terms." 

" None will be accepted, nor will I con- 
descend to offer them." 

" Then let us lay down our arms," cried 
the ringleader, and they piled their wea- 
pons on the tower. 

V Escort them to the gate," said Gia- 



IxrSA AKB P£ROLLO. 117 

como; • before the sun has set, they will 
repent them of this dishonour.'' 

Not above ten of the party remained 
behind, the rest descended the stairs, ac- 
companied by don Paolo, who halted in 
the portal. — ^ Once again, my friends," he 
said, ** reflect, and do not stain your late 
heroic deeds by desertion and by flight.'* 

The men were however deaf to all en- 
treaties, the wicket was thrown open, and 
they def>arted. Their approach was hailed 
by the partisans of Luna with loud shouts 
of triumph, and they passed unresisted 
through the hostile squadron. The few 
remaining friends of PeroUo were wit- 
nesses of this final blow to their hopes 
from the dilapidated walls, but prepared 
to meet the increasing dangers with a 
spirit and resolution worthy of such a 
cbieflain and of such a cause. 

With fresh ardour the bombardment 
recommenced. Ferrante Luchese had ob- 
served the useless labour which had been 
expended in attempting to destroy the 
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great Umer and gate, aad tamed hk fire 
upon a weaker part of the wall^ where 
Fandolfina had lately erected dtaUes for 
the boraes beloogiDg to his vetaaeis. The 
effect of this was soon visible ; the newly- 
construeted buUdings gave way in every 
direetion, and drew with th^n in their 
fall parts of the adjacent bulwarks ; prac- 
ticable breaches were soon made, and Lu- 
chese again prepared to storm the fortress. 
The exertions of the besieged were p-eater 
than could have been supposed possible 
from men so reduced by fatisrue* Their 
numben^diauimhed by LtOi Jounds. and 
des^rtionj, were scarcely sufficient to man 
one side of the battlements^ and on every 
part ruin and dismay presented them- 
selves. 

By the breaches made by Luchese, the 
noiih tower had become nearly isolated 
from the other parts of the building. The 
companions of daa Paolo were reduced to 
two or three,, imd incapable of offering 
further hostUi^es^ Don Giacomo and a 
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snudl bodj of 91^ .rtitt fon^t. fiNman 
adjaeeot turret^bot dS wmmumcttlion was 
cut off between him and don Faela 

The troops of Luel^se now began to 
pour ia through the undefenckd ap^ture 
in the walls, and butchered some wounded 
and defencdesa rwim niiom they fiNiad in 
the apartments they had entin^. The 
cries of the sufferers caught the eai s of 
donPlioIo; he descended from the tower, 
and rushed sword in hafind amongst the 
assailants; wherever he turned himaelfi^ 
bis foes were scattered be&re him; his 
white armour was dyed of the deepest 
crimson ; for a few moQi«]^ ho stcq^ped 
the ingress c^ the enemies; buit ttie force 
of numbers was not eventually to be re- 
sisted^ imd he began to give ground* when 
Luchese fiMTced his way into tibe room* 
where, ahme • and unassisted, the gallant 
kinsman of Pandolfma supported Mm^elf 
against a host of fbe^ 

^ Your valour, signcMr, is usaUtBS,'' he 
sod ^ I would save your life at the ha« 
zard of my o(wn. You may yet be of 
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service to your friends ; I ask no submis^ 
sion — ^resign your sword, and mine shall 
defend you/' 

"Thanks, brave Luchese," replied Pe- 
roUo ; " but my existence is useless, and 
after defeat worthless.** 

" Disarm him then,** cried don Fer- 
rante to his soldiers ; " but, at the peril of 
your lives, injure him not," 

His command was soon, obeyed, and 
don Paolo a captive in the hands of the 
besiegei^. 

^ For the helpless females and children 
I demand your quarter, signor Luchese; 
for myself^ I must yield to numbers.** 
' Don Ferrante returned his sword. 

^* You will not,'* he said, ** use this 
i^eapon again to resist the force of Luna 
and Feralta ; and mine, signor, shall now 
aid you in protecting the defenceless. 
Where are the ladies?*' 

" On the eastern side, in the interior 
court," answered don Paolo. 

" Hast^i thither instantly," said Lu^ 
chese; '* as soon as I can quit Biy post» I 
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will be with you, which will be before any 
other of our party can have reached the 
spot. Don Paolo," he continued, in a tone 
of authority to those about him, "is my 
prisoner ; treat him no longer as an ene- 
my." 

PeroUo was then allowed to make his 
way through the furious crowd, who were 
filling the northern court, and hastily tak- 
ing his way to the quarter in which don 
Giaccmo fought, he desired him tmd his 
companions instantly to save themselves 
— " Resistance," he said, " is now useless ; 
I am myself a prisoner, but have secured 
the safety of the ladies through the gene-, 
rosity of Luchese." 

Giovanni and Geronimo PeroUo waited 
no further bidding, but retreating into the 
interior apartments, escaped through dif- . 
ferent communications with outer walls; 
and the whole force of count Lun^ being 
drawn to the breach at which Luchese had 
entered, the avenues were left unguarded. 

Pandolfina threw himself for an instant 

VOL. IV. G 
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into the wms oi don Paolo^—'* Comnnend 
me to my wife»'' he said, ^ to my cbiltteeo 
ttid my friends. I shall fiot yet retina 
biit will not voluntarily sacvifioe my Wk 
Best and most fiiithful of our devoted raee, 
farewell !" 

A few vassals still rallied round their 
lord, and declared their resolutien to shore 
his fate. As don Paolo retired, they 
dosed the portal of the turret, and await- 
ed the coming storm. 

The rage of the assailants seemed to 
know no bounds : every living soul they 
bad wicountered, ex<3ept don Paolo, had 
irartadtly been cut in pieces ; the very 
horses in the building through which they 
Hitd 'entered were sacrificed to their fery, 
and two-and-t wenty animals were buteher'- 
ed* in this indiscriminate massacve. 

The troops of Luna now impetuouufy 
made their way towards the pofilt whioh 
dun. Giacomo occupied, shouting loudly 
to the besieged to throw down their amis, 
to open thi^ gates> and yiekl to Luna 
and Peralta. The bavon ordered the daot 
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of Khetower ta be tfaroivn lopai* mid m 
&e enemj crowded to4be entranoe^ fAW* 
0d upon them a shoiver of fadls and an* 
raws: tfa^ fell in heaps before the portal 

^ Thus shall we siurreBder our arai^aBd 
thus welcome our assassins !*" ooed Peixd? 
la» and auothar volley from his par^ ar- 
l as tpd the approach of the mnltitodct 

'Gcnfusion sfuread fibDough the eipiSKd; 
ibejr hadexpeeted that the tnt^^taor cf iim 
eastle once gained, all rq^staoce on Hnf 
part of the besic^^ed would OQime, mhm 
^be gallant and unlodked-^fbr ddenoe W 
doB Giacomp caused itheiiii: ^^ 1^ ^9^ 
treat to the north court 

The chief availed himself of thw paoift 
and prepared for flight, exhorting 3m ^onif 
panions aiso to save theaiseLves, and^MiM 
teak his way towacda the south ade fiftim 
buildiBg, which was cleared friiKi/fhe; aa- 
aiflants. He was folkswed obI^ by J^ 
dvea Caruselk^ the -old and .afiBaatiatUUl^ 
aarvant of his houses who fyr jieveisil gih 
Iterations ludlinred and JtMonouacd tfaslMdi 
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ofPandolfina. During the siege he bad 
attended his roaster through every danger, 
and now resisted every entreaty to seek 
his safety with don Paolo and the baroness, 
peremptorily insisting to follow the for- 
tunes of his lord to the last 

From one of the southern towers the 
baron prepared to descend, but as Andrea 
could not be prevailed upon to remain, 
don Giacomo first endeavoured to provide 
for the safety of the old man, whom he 
Ibwered from one of the windows by a 
rope; and immediately following him» both 
reached the exterior of the castle in safety. 

The partisans of don Sigismund soon 
recovered from their temporary dismay, 
and again rushed forward with redoubled 
lury, spreading havoc and destruction on 
every side. The great gates of the castle 
were beaten down, and afforded free ac- 
cess to the sanguinary ruffians, who. throng- 
ed in crowds to satiate their vengeance, 
and to riot in the spoils of Pandolfina's 
wealthy and magnificent abode. 

The ferocious Calandrino seized the «:- 
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tiHay of the castle, and pointing it to the 
yet-uninjured buildings on the east, hegan 
to batter the walls of the apartments in 
wliidi the females were assembled, regard- 
less €£ the fflgns of submission and truce 
whid Liuchese and don Paolo had hoisted. 
The former instantly dispatched a messen- 
ger to request the interference of don Si- 
gismund, who commanded the firing to 
eease^ and prepared to take possession of 
his conquest 
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Oi^ BOO M lieve a te dogtia, nh pianto ; 

Cb^ se niori iiel mondo, in ciel renasci : 

i chi d<>v6 ti sp< ^i if itibitdt inffilto, 

Di gloi^ imp#e«ife tdfie v^wiiKM haiei T^MK 

The baroness Pandolfina had repeatedly . 
entreated Costanza to quit the melancholy 
scene of death, and to remain with herself 
and the children ; but this she persisted in 
refusing, and declared her firm resolution 
to watch by the body of her mother, till 
the last moment it should be kept from 
its final abode. Marguerita remained with 
her, as did also the father Angelini, and 
ooca»onally the baroness revisited the 
mourner ; but from the moment when the 
bombardment recommenced, she had been 
so absorbed in the idea of the peril to 
whidi her husband and children were ex- 
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pMed> that ber tb^uighto could not wani- 
der ffom tbek ititeoBe anxiety at the event 
which eaieh succeeding instant nisght be 
cxpeeted to produce. 

Foff one short mooient she had seen 
Paiidcdfina, a«id the sad change mhk^ 
peawnce declared that adverse eircumstfttit- 
MB had added to their misfortunes* He 
Mendotied not, however^ the deaertioB 
which had talcen place, and ilrhieb was 
mdoubtedly the eventual cauise of his de- 
SmU but still endeavoured to eheer her 
drooping spiritsj^ and pcomiaed to seek 
safety in flight, should his affairs assume a 
faofeless aspect. 

Dismay and terror seined to have stop^ 
ped ev^i the grirf of such as had bedi 
most loud in their lamentations, {HrevioUs 
to the present aWmitig posture of affiursw 
The count Sftmbuca, who had been abte 
to get into the apartment of the baroness^ 
was some support, and kept the ill-tim^ 
•imiplaints and loquacious misery of the 
eonntess silent. His wounds entirely pfc^ 
vented his being useful in Iheoontest, and 
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he thought he might be of some service in 
aiding and consoling the baroness, which 
he most assiduously endeavoured to do. 

With breathless anxiety and alarm the 
party listened to every sound which they 
could catch amidst the roar of the artil- 
lery ; at length a shout, which seemed to 
announce their fate, was heard distinctly 
nearer than any of the confused noises 
which had before caught their attention. 
A wounded vassal rushed into the room, 
and exclaiming — " All is lost !'* fell on the 
floor, and instantly expired. 

A second shout, louder and nearer than 
the first, burst upon their ears before they 
recovered from the alarm caused by the 
dying soldier, and the name of Luna was 
distinctly heard amidst the cries and 
screams which mingled with the tumult. 
The baroness threw herself upon her 
knees, and clasped her arms around her 
children. The count Sambuca attempted 
to rise and place himself before the door, 
when the countess, with a shriek of ter- 
ror, cast herself upon him, and entreated to 
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be saved. He implofed her to be tranquil, 
and to rely cfn the protection of Heaven. 
She still continued clinging round faim/ 
and vociferating her entreaties to be res- 
cued. He c(nnmanded her to be silent, 
and she obeyed. 

After a pause of some moments, which 
seemed ages to the expectant sufferers, a 
footstep was heard approaching. The eyes 
of all were directed to the door ; no one 
^her moved or breathed, and don Paolo 
entered the room. The baroness Pandol- 
fina was the first object of his attention ; 
she was still kneeling with her children 
round her ; her face pale as if death had 
already seized its victim — ** We are loatr 
she exclaimed. " The mercy of Heaven 
alope can save us r 

** I have, I trust, secured the safety vof 
yourself^ signcxra, your diildren, and com^ 
panions ; these ladies will meet with a ge* 
neroos and gallant protector in the signer 
Ferrante Luchese.** 
** And Pandolfina ?** asked the agitated 

wife. 

OS 
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vaaiL of his enemies. He flei wilii his re^' 
mwiiAg friends a feir inomctits bdhk^ aild 
as I cane tins way, I ]<eroeited tliat faia 
adTenaries bare not followed hbti^ and he 
may,! hope,suoceed in eluding tbcir saataftu 
He is in the liands of Providcnoe, atld to 
ks dispensationB^ whatever they may bt^ 
we must satmiit oarselvea" 

The banniess bowed her head upoA the 
btisdm of one of her duldren, andwepCita 
s&eno^. 

The countess qpmn^ ixpaik iht neck df 
doil Paolo, and embraedd hiita With bounds 
beA j0y_«< Tell ttb the dmdfixl ]>arfwa^ 
hn, PeroUo^" she siM, and was praoeeriU 
ing to pour forth faet t^rrdxsv when the 
count commanded her to retire, and tiM 
to bq^ a Ootorse of intenogiitones^ nor to 
oocopy the atfcention of dim Paolo^ whMi 
nrast be ftitty engaged on meve imyoitam 
•iib|«e1» than listaiing to hfe^r eflftnioiia. 

'' The fortress is then » the handa <«f 
\mak ?" ootitinttcd Sambuca 

^ It is, or it will be so in a short tiata^" 



fifeplfed ddi FM>la *' Ludiiste Mtnttiaadk 
tiie party who hate entered, mid ha6 piD- 
fi9»ed me his ptotectkm for the IbMib^ 
here assembled* Out kinsmen G^Mnitnb 
lilid Gioyanni haTe Also escaped, and will, 
I ttast, succeed ih eluding pursuit till ^i6 
present datigers Imve subsided." 

Perc^o then inquired the tska^ whi<di 
had brought the body <^ the dead retains 
into the cqpartmeirt. Sambuca kddrmiA 
him of the drcumstanee Of his unexpected 
entrance and instant death; after which 
don Paolo raised the body, and^ removed 
it into an adjacent chamber. 

As he was returning, he saw don Fer* 
tante enter the oouit, and instantly en- 
<i^eafted his sid, as the tumult seemed ap- 
ptoaiskahg. Luchese joined him imme- 
Aatefyi and desii^ that a white banner 
might be hoisted en the building, to save 
it irom the attadks of his party ; but his 
order was scarcdy obeyed, when the artil- 
lery, by command of Calandrino, was opetfi- 
cdupcn it 

lAuftese loat no time in seekk^ don 
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Sigismund, and in obtaining his orders to 
arrest the firing. Count Luna was just 
entering the castle as don Ferrante met 
him, and preferred his request. 

** We did not war against defenceless 
women and infants," replied Sigismund : 
** let the bombardment instantly cease, 
and spare all who make no further resis- 
trace. The chieftains of the faction shall 
ba[eafter meet their punishment." 

" For one amongst the number," replied 
Ferrante, " I stand pledged to secure his 
safety. Don Paolo Perollo is my prisoner, 
and has been by me received to quarter." 
And who shall presume," said Luna, 

to pardon the murderer of Gilberto ? 
Signor Luchese, the prisoners are mine. 
The fate of don Paolo is determined, and 
he shall die, for the vengeance which the 
fall of don Pietro demands." 

"He shall not die, count Luna," an- 
swered Luchese undauntedly. ** If the 
othier chieftains of your party have lent 
their aid to accomplish your purpose, as 
vassals and retainers, Luchese desires to 






be oonaidered s an ally and ai eqpal; 
before a swotd daE be drawn ag-iinsc t^ 
pffiBcm of don Psbolo^ joxar arms must be 
turned asainst tfaose to wfiom yoix o^«€r 

** This inst^enec^ ^:nor Fenonts. k wit 
such as I shan aobmit to wiiii hn^>:xitT * 

?^ As jOQ think pvopo; cncnt Lmsoi^'* 
replied Lodieseu '^ I iisKTe ^dd&d. tooi widli 
no want of sfiinty I trrsft^ is de^rrifis^ 
one tyrant in Sdacca. It is ncA mj iuua^ 
ti(Ni to transfer the p3W€c, bcrt tr> extsrpate 
it ; at the anne time, I wish net to dis- 
turb the pleasnre of oor triiiiirj.^ bjr ^sj:^x 
diaobedienoe or sctiicis in car pK^^ c^ 
therefofe request, ai the rewsr4 of n:<y 
servioeSy yoor grace &jr den Pac4a* 

Somewhat appeased br the apolsogr. 
and unwilling to prorcj^e a £^Ler oooteet 
with LfOdieK; Sigiimund granted his re- 
quest; though with reluctanoe and difisstiv 
fiiction, and fbOowed to the part of the 
castle where the ladjes were awaitxn^ the 
terminatian of the horrors of the siege. . 

Attended bj Fenante, InfontmetU^uiyi 
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itdrcase \ th^ do6t Was thtdWA o^n» laid 
hi halted at the portal, 6tniek with th^ 
distressing i^ene before hitn. Itlm hditmi^ 
had risen from her knees, and Wds iditoding 

fturrcund^ by h^it childtt^, supported on 
obe side* by don P^h, and 6n the other 
by Marguerite, who had flown to her 
the instant she heatd how It had ilflen 
with the fortunes of Pefollo. 

Costan^ stiH persisted in femdning at 
her istation, and ^ her ydtmg ^end deem- 
ed her safety to be secure beyond a doubt, 
frotn het conn^!)cion with, don Si^simund, 
i^e hastened to fihare the fate of hef be- 
loved protectress. 

The majestic figure of the balrOn^rss Pan- 
dolfina seemed to have ac<|uired n^W dig- 
nity from her misfortunes; dhe &tOOd 
amidst the ruins of her house, as if Alpe- 
rior to fate, and oomtndndinfir th6 hotftMi!^ 
of her conquerors. The pLe^ of S 
countenance, and the sadness of her brow, 
alone pointed her Out as a sharer ih the 
scenes around h&c. tter ehitdrett dtfng 
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trambliilg about hevp and the flocr^ upon 
ibe approaeh of Sigismundy was strewed 
wi^ prostrate female% whose fate appeared 
to hang upcm his Upsi But it was the pa* 
tknt yet dignified moqw of the baroueft 
which awed and overcame __eYeiy feding 
of eilnlity to those aix>ut her; and as Si- 
gismund giuied in respectful admiratioiii 
he felt a tear of ^mpathy bedew his cheeky 
and confess the conquest she had gained. 
He advanced with a salutation as submis- 
sive as the Imperial person would have re- 
quilred^ and hnaoented the droumstances iy 
wUch she was surrounded — ** May Hea^ 
veDi" fape said^ ^ pardon him who has been 
the eause (tf all this rain 1 but for yourself, 
ligBQia^ and the ladies by whom you an 
stbndedf cottmand tny sarvioes^ and these 
of dl my friends." 

The baroness returned her thanks -vfer 
thfise 0xpressi<ms c^ courtesy) aad begged 
peimissix)!! to withdraw irom the scene of 
htvot^ add that the reomaat of the fidlow*- 
sfs ef Fwcdlo m^bt be spared* 

'^ Yotir rnkMrnam,** muw&teA tfaeeounti 
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^ is at liberty ta repair to any asylum you 
may choose, and I have akeady given 
orders that when resistance ceases, my 
soldiers should no longer pursue their ene- 
mies. Whither would you wish to be 
conducted?'' 

** My kinsman, don Paolo, will have 
the goodness to escort me to the convent of 
Santa Martha, with such ladies as may 
wish to follow me." 

" The gentlemen whom the fortune of 
war has made our captives, I had not in- 
tended to include in this capitulation ; but 
for don Paolo, he is the prisoner of Lu- 
diese, and to him I have resigned him.** 

•* Here, signer," interrupted Talyavia, 
<Ms a wounded kinsman of mine, for whom 
I must prefer a similar petition to that 
which has been offered by don Ferrante — 
the count Sambuca." 

** I bear no enmity to the race of Taly- 
avia," answered Sigismund. *^ The count 
has chosen his party, and met with all the 
punishment I can wish : I will not increase 
the sufferings of his wounds and defeat'* 
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dib time Sebnoiid kad looked 
amcioody roimd limi fiv tie p ■ unf^^ of 
Cofitanza di Sofanto ad her motliap— * 
'' All the ladies m die castle are not as* 
semfaled here; I think/' he said, tumii^ 
to the haraness Pmdolfina. 

"< The hdy Coatama,' she replied, ""re^ 
maiiis with the hody <if her mather in an 
adjoining ciianiber. Yba will allow her» 
signcM*, to aooompan J the empse of her 
departed parent to Santa Martha aka** 

Luna started at the infiHnnation> and 
heard not the petition — ** Let me be eon* 
ducted to her piesence." 

The baroness was about to lead the wayi 
when Lfuna hesitated — ** Excuse mei sig* 
nora," he sud, ** if I request some other 
escort I will myself conduct the sigtiom 
di Solanto to a place of security.** 

''You will not, I hope, distress the 
lady Costanza, by opposing her wisheB at 
the present moment, signor, arid the treats 
ment I have received at your hands, makes 
me hope she is also free to choose an asy* 
lum." 
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^ The fiitme bride of Sigisinuiid d> Lu- 
lurem ktve no asylum so proper as the 
ttMe of hw afBmced hwband. Extswe 
me, lady, npoii this heads niy resolutimis 
fljfe decisive.'' - 

'' Allow me,'* said Margueriti^ ^ to tsm^* 
daet the oomit*'* 

The baroness taw that oppoeatioR; Was 
fiwtkss^ and yielded to necesdty. 

The courts were now filled witb the 
victDriOas soldiery, bbHiA all the aiitberiky 
of their afiscera was netessory ta k6ep 
^ken ftom penetratang to the apartibenli 
of the ladies. 

^ The sootier yoit retire the better^** said 
don Paolo, addressing the baroness, ** or ire 
amy find it difiicult to dtfend you ftom tb^ 
kwless riotersk'* 

"* I wait only the return of Margumta," 
answered the baroh^to, faintly^ 

** Commit the signora to my oare^ ma* 
dame," said Ludiese, "^ and I will see her 
in safety to Santa Martha." 

'' She win be h^re immediately » I doubt 
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noi^ and I eennot leave her^ er dlow her 
to be separated from me.'' 

Don Sigismund followed his condue- 
tscBS in silence ; his bosom was agitated by 
Uie most conflictiiig passions. His love 
for Costanza was* if possible^ more impe- 
tuous, for the restraints which it bad met 
with, and he was now resolved, at all 
events, to VEseke her hia wife; yet he 
dreaded the spirit he should have to eo- 
oounter^ and the just reproaches which he 
had prepared himself to receive. But the 
death of the baroness was an event upon 
which he had not calculated, and it ren^ 
dered bis task ^'eatly more difficult. Her 
gtnile and comply ingdisposition, theoon^ 
lidg^tion she had always shewn him, the 
interest she had taken in the union, and 
tbe fiivourable manner in which she had 
interceded in his bebali^ had taught him 
toeormi^ her as one of his best alUei^ 
Now he fdt aware that he should have to 
oOfiteod with the spirit of Costanzay unin- 
flttCDoad by filial tenderness and submis^ 
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sion. He had expected to find the ba* 
roness terrified and weak, incapable of re- 
sistance, or of even wishing to counteract 
his plans; but how far the sorrows of her 
orphan child might reduce her, it was im- 
possible to tell, and this doubt and uncer- 
tainty made him look forward to the in- 
terview with no little uneasiness. 

Marguerita preceded him into the room, 
and announced the unwelcome visitor. 
Costanza was kneeling beside the couch 
upon which reposed the remains of her 
dead parent, and the confessor had been 
praying with her. She rose at the entrance 
of the count, and instinctively seized the 
cold hand of her mother. Her face was pale, 
and she looked thin and in ill health from 
her long confinement, and the sorrow she 
bad experienced ; but as the name of her 
persecutor was announced, a slight suffu- 
sion overspread her cheek, and her eyes 
sparkled with indignant animation. 

Sigismund thought she had never look- 
ed so lovety, but unable to stand her gaz^ 
his eyes were instantly withdrawn, and 



fell on the lifcles t*:*r7 d-' t:^ ta^ 
lanto. There rit fr'ii-*'j-:r -^ S'-j-^t f^- 
proacfaed him far tin: iu*€: r^.-^Tf^ k v _'a 
he had been aeceiSLri . ^iiiL :-e n -x tli^ii: 
after ^largueriiL *:iic a^iii •...:•.--:-: : :::. 

" Has the desrrin ^ -k -:-. :>jf*--fi!i .' ai*^ 
ed Costanza, ** czrrut i: v rr^rr-b i^.Jif %»-ri 
his iiv'ork has beer ainii^ f c^ aiic it ^jix^ 
plete the dcpvriiiL of SiJiaint ii<jue^ xm 
the murder erf Li ^ryissxi *m\iL '^ 

•• It is nnr nififartuiK: silL it i^ uumi*- 
terpreted,* replied S-pimjuut . ** w; ^lel 
lady Cofitanza, ii ciu'v ^uali^ u; ^uuf 
own. I am csocnc: xi* ufi*r e>*r^ ttru^g^ 
ticHi in m J pcnreai^ 

^ Death, dgziur, i^ ttie tnuv t:uii»uiat4{ifi 
I expeet fivm juur ismu: tiie oiit% tn^ 
which would be m^tr^iue mn^ .'^ 

•* I hare btsen trji:ip*iliec, bi^uon^ to 
vindicate a kiDg-^soutiumfC tmit. uf iubuiu 
by the sirotd ; but it ik vivv at^cmist nq^ 
enemies it fasft beeii dntwi^" 

•• If every insult m^rt to be tbut #v«i^ 
ged» ooont Lena wouid pay dearly lor 
this in i niiMW Betoo^ toguor; I hair« 
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stifl^red sirfBcientlyirom j<m. Yoa'worfd 
mrt msh to -follow up your persecoficm 
beyond the grave.^ 

•• I am come to protect and conduct 
you hence, signora * 

^ Your protection, count Luna, is the 
last which I either wish or ought to ac- 
cept, and it is not my intention to quit 
the remains of my last parent* 

She threw herself on the couch beside 
her mother, and regardless of the presence 
of Lruna, yielded herself up to the agony 
of grief, and uttered the most passionate 
expressions of affection and despair. 

Sigismund could scarcely support him* 
self at beholding her afifiction, and he said, 
in a subdued and altered tone — *^ Dearest 
Costanza! this mansion is now in the 
hands of my victorious troops, and no 
longer a proper abode for you, or a secure 
receptacle for this lost object of your aJBec- 
tion ; permit me to order it to be convey- 
ed, with every mark of respect, to Luna 
Castje, and vouchsafe to accompany it 
yourself, when my mother wHt endeavour 
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tv nplacse tlie los you bsve sustained^ aad 
I will strive^-— " 

Here CostaiuEa ifntermpted him by «i 
h^vtcric sob, aniil she taki-^*^ Be oonteat 
with the ruin yoa have heaped upon SMt 
hat do not iiMult my misery by menti0»- 
ing tiie countess Caltdbellotta as a substi- 
tute for my gentle and angelic motiiier.^ 

** Moderate this eoccess ^f passion^ my 
c^Id,^ said the eon&Bscx- ; ^ the professioiis 
of eonnl; Lauia promise every coiMideratioii 
to your iketings." 

*^ The professions, padre, af count Im- 
na, brouglit Us fatheir^^ friend^ the iU^iatod 
btton di Sdanto^to this devoted city. 
The professions of count Luna induced 
Solanto to Msten to his ol^rs^ and to pio- 
psse an aHbnee with his diaughter; the 
pefessions of this same count Luna pnK 
nised to myself l(we, eonfidmce, devotion^ 
and respect. Mark how these profesfeiona 
weve MfiUedf: on our first arrival at his 
caiiie* this departed saint was subjeotad; 
lathe iinsults of bis w^eliBg moditv;, 
my fether nearly consigned to sbvery by 
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the violence of Sigismund himself, sincd 
which he has torn one parent from me by 
secret machinations, and hurried another 
to an untimely grave by open outrage; and! 
would you have me trust the faith of this 
most faithless one, who has violated every 
tie of honour, . of humanity, of justice^ ol 
religion ?" 

** Hush ! hush ! dearest Costanza !" ex- 
daimed Marguerita, terrified at her vehe^ 
mence, and ^ the efiPect it produced upon 
the agitated form of Luna, who trembled 
fijom the excess of hi& emotion — " Dear 
Costanza,^' continued her friend, '* our 
protectors are no longer able to afford their 
aid^ we must submit to the mercy of 
count Luna.. He has been generous in 
his conduct to the baroness Pandolfina; 
he will not be less so to you, and indeed 
the castle is no longer an asylum for the 
living or the dead." 

** And are you too deceived by the pro- 
mises of count Luna ? Would you, Mar- 
guerita, consign me to the care of him who 
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has made me an orphan, and destroyed 
those who would have sheltered my de* 
fenceless state?" 

** Liady, you must be removed from 
hence. Your friends are detained by your 
resistance, and exposed to dangers which 
I cannot avert," said Sigismund. 

The count summoned Geronimo Calan- 
drino from the court below, and spoke a 
few words to him at the doorway, as the 
baroness approached to seek the cause of 
Marguerita's delay. 

" I am sorry," observed Luna, " that 
the lady Costanza persists in opposing our 
desire to remove her ; she must be com- 
pelled to submission*" 

The baroness exhorted Costanza not to 
give way to her feelings, and by a fruits 
less opposition to what was unavoidable,: 
expose herself to unpleasant consequenoei^. 

" What is the mighty will and pleasure^ 
of this conqueror, which I am caUed on 
to obey ?" 

'' Count Luna wishes to remove you, 

VOL. IV. H 



my diildy to aplaoe of 8a6iy».wd!tcri€<»« 
\ey the iiBiiiaiQ& of tbebiurcaiefe (finuitlas 
scene of desolation." 

. ** I will attend y au^ my kind fijtod^ 
wherever you think propa*, ash soom w 1^ 
necessary prepamiions citn be mad^ to ooQr 
vey this departed treasure with us**^ 

'* The time* signora» will allow, of but 
little^ preparation, and I must request you 
to make Luna Castle your abode at pre- 
sent." 

" Your power, count Luna/* answered 
Costanza, *^ I cannot resist; but force alone 
sbiU compd me to become your prisoBer." 

The baroness felt nearly unable to 
support herself, but made a violent exer- 
tujn oiror her own fbelings to. calm those 
amund her— ;^'' My child " she said; ^oouBt 
Luna> will be gen^ous, 1\ trust, io coo- 
quest^^^composo yourself;" then turning 
to the count, she said-^'< Don Sigismund, 
the haioaesfi. Pimdolfin^ supplicates, for 
Costanza di Solanto ; your triumph; over 
tl;^ one.namst: hss ccoripWte^ as^d if (youJfeel 
for the other as yoK^^profess, you ssegwot 
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vefuse her* reqpeftt Under tbe dieadful 
cmsomstatK^ that I am^, where^ oan X 
take bejD that isr beyond yourinflueooe? 
WTeadctbutfortibeprivaeymid pvoteetion; 
of a oanvent; Surely this is not a time 
to outrage the feelings of this poor or- 
pbin^ by cestakaoee to so natund ft wish. 
C!afr ynu^ tdar a^ dbild from her last sadb 
duties ta her mother^ remains ? SnffeD 
her to {gp' with me to Santa Mkrtha; yoa 
mi^ talse any measuies^^rou. choose to pre* 
vent: bee departure from thence. At any" 
others time than this» die wiU be more fit 
to bear you; and considering airdrcunx- 
stante^. yoit cannot wonder, at the. irrita- 
tion of her mind at presimt. Let her de^ 
part' 

Luna had listened with impatience to/ 
'the • baroness, . and . he interrupted her hy' 
sayUi^r^*' The wife of Giaeomo PeroUo; 
m»y; tb^nk^ her husband's presamptuoas^ 
foUy) fbr these 'present' circumstances;* 
biit td her my word is given-— «be ma>! 
defwrt From. you» signora Costan^. I 
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bad expected different conduct; you 
might have learned ere now that Sigis- 
mund di Luna is not to be braved with 
impunity ; your present anxiety to remain 
with my enemies shews me, more forcibly 
than ever, the necessity of removing you 
from such influence. No power on earth 
shall induce me to let you stay another 
hour out of my own walls. Here is my 
particular friend the baron Adriano; he 
will do me the favour to be yovur escort^ 
since I cannot at present quit this place ; 
these precious remains shall follow you in- 
stantly." 

" 1 have not to be taught," replied Co6- 
tanza, ** the unfeeling tyranny of count 
Luna ; or if I had, his present conduct 
would have been sufficient. He • may, 
however, yet have to learn, that even a 
female may defy his threats, resist his vio- 
lence, and triumph over his oppression; 
and when again he numbers over his ene^ 
mies, Costanza di Solanto begs to rank first 
upon the list. To thqse who succour^ 
and protected her, as IcHig as courage could 
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Strive against overpowering numbers, her 
love and gratitude will be as indelible as 
her hatred to the detested and disgraced 
name of Luna " 

She fell upon her knees as Adriauo en* 
tered the room, and embracing the body 
of her mother, wept for a few moments 
in silence. Then raising her head, she 
continued — " Farewell, dear relics of my 
mother ! Heaven has in mercy taken you 
from this scene of trial and afHiction: 
may that mercy still be continued to your 
orphan, and the justice of the Omnipotent 
be reserved for your destroyers !" 

She 'threw herself upon the neck of the 
baroness Fandolfina, tenderly embraced 
Harguerita, and advancing to Luna, said 
— " Your captive, signor, waits to b^ 
conducted to her prison." 

Luna repressed his anger, and turning 
to Adria;no, said — " Let every respect and 
honour be shewn to the lady Costanza, 
and immediate preparation made to re- 
move the baroness Solanto, with all the 
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eeremonidk of nude ^^hioh ttie (time *y 
permit.* 

Adriano offered to oonduet'heriffom tte 
apartment ; but she rgectedins assistanee, 
and wnrpping'her Ttfil aroond'ber, follow- 
ed him to the* court %^w, where ^ litter 
(was -in waiting, in whidi ^he was knme- 
dintely placed, .and Kxmveyed to liuna 
Castle. With n leq^ecfAil saltltation to 
the baroness ^SigismunA (followed the ^g- 
nora di Solanto to the^oomrt. l%etform»r 
gave one melancholy ferewdM to ^her .de- 
parted 'friend, and jHdlded'to the repeal 
exhortations of 'don S^adlo.and CiUilheMto 
ipetire to^e^oonvent. ®on Fefnnte sta- 
tioned ii guard at the 'door ^itf the^aport- 
ment, to prevent any intposion i^iltil the 
body was ^removed. 

Driven from her ruined ^home,%er 9ms- 
band a fugitive, pei^haps^ captive in 4he 
hands -ttf 4iis remorseless enemies, or 'even' 
a victim to th^r sanguinary -roge, 4he 
imfortunate Wife of PeroBostaningereii 
With an tK^hing ^leart, and unwillin^y 
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Ciimfiddned the abode of nanny yetfvs of 
•b^ppiMss and peace. 

Talyavia had waited to^Ieild'hU tfd iB 
eaoortkig the ladies through the^daogera 
to wbidi they were exposed. 

Don Paolo, to whom every aveuti6 and 
passage in the castle was well-knoWn^con^ 
ducted the sorrowing party through the 
interior apartments of the eartam wing^ 
towards the gate which opened'from thence 
into the valley DegU Giumari, in order 
to avoid the dreadful scenes of havoc 'sited 
descdation exhibited throughoutthe court), 
and also as the nearest way to die convent, 
'Which was lAtimted without the Porta 
Degli Bagm. Talyavia preceded them a 
•litile, to remove any obstacle winch might 
impede thcSr progress, or ^ve an unne- 
cessary shock to the feelings of the baro- 
ness, and they quitted the castle without 
impediment. 

Don Paolo had watched with anxious 
care every thing which passed around, to 
asoertflin, if possible, the fate of his friend 
and dneftaut; and as no things of his 



152 THE ;P£TTDS CP 

death or capture had yet reached him, he 
hoped he had succeeded in making his 
escape, and at every opportunity, when 
unobserved, he endeavoured to cheer the 
baroness with the hope of his eventual 
safety. 

At the convent they were received with 
every kindness which compassion and re- 
spect could devise, and the security of her 
children being eflfected, the anxiety of the 
mother gave way to the affection of the 
wife, and every thought was centered in 
her intense impatience to learn the fate of 
FandoUina. 

' On returning to the court, count Lun^ 
had instantly demanded to vhom the re- 
wards he had promised for the apprehen- 
sion of Perollo were due ; but no one 
could give him intelligence of the death 
or capture of the baron. Since he had 
fired from the northern tuiTet upon the 
first assailants who had entered the court, 
no one had seen or heard of him. 

The rage of Luna, which had been in 
no smaU degree excited fay the conduct of 
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Costanza, but which bad been restrained 
while she was present, from the fear of in- 
creasing her dislike^ now burst forth with 
redoubled violence. He stamped upon 
the ground, raved at his ill fortune, abused 
his friends as slack in their exertions in 
his cause, and protestied that nothing yet 
had been done, if his detested enemy had 
escaped from his revenge. — *' We have 
battered down his walls, and driven out 
his wife and children, but the pusillani- 
mous compassion of some has saved the 
secondary objects of my hatred, and Gia- 
como PeroUo still lives to restore his fallen 
fortunes, and crush the house of Luna ^ 
Peralta by his reviving power. Your 
avarice," he cried to Calandrino, who was 
loaded with spoil, ^' and the disgraceful 
cupidity of others like yourself, have been 
employed in seizing the riches of the foe> 
whilst he himself has escaped our hands^ 
and laughed at our lost labours*'* 

Mateo Benfari was brought before him 
in bondSy when his savage commands were 

h3 



miss Mm. flEIe ML at the feci; 4f hig 1»- 
humaB loonqueror, birt pleaded ki vain, 
aoDd the twbarous sentence was ^exeeutod 
UfKxn die (spot 

WiiMst SigiflDiuiid uras flius ra^hig at 
ias party; and givtifyifig his t3iQoA4liirsty 
hatred upon his jeneimes, the ^gatescf the 
casilde had aH (been levelled w)A flie 
ground, some of the buiidm^ ^mipe in 
flames, and !fihe *vhcfte a «eene ^ n^ aoid 
desolaiMan. 

Upon deseenfling wi& Oira$#o Ivom 
tbe wmdow, don GiaGon>o bad taken his 
OQurse as far as possible from iSke p iwi eipa l 
atiteeits, and encoonteEed ^th LucaParisi, 
Mie of the infeciar anagji^toates df fhe ^cky, 
to whom he had always been a &«ri 
aead use&il friend. Paidsi bdbdd witfi 
mdandidy xtegnet 4)be altered state of the 
fagLtkye olikf ; fai^gsud, and worn with 
toil and anxiety, the joy and cheei^alness 
KMch had be^ wont to sparlde In the 
eyea of Perollo were fled ; tmt a Arm and 
hef oic resolution had given an air of dig- 
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which shewed Um ^dh usmahAntd m 
-mind, thoQgh in mslJieabMrttocseaK 
despair. The emotioD of Baom f or ad in- 
staiit i u ape ii f d Ub ii<<h—i At length 
lie said— ^ SigDor, aeee^ moh la i ' jocfe as 
respect and gmtitude can dKsr. Conniit 



youTsdf to me, and if ane readb mj boa 
nmseetiy y oar safety nm^^ I tnul; he 
cured." 
« Thanks to yon, nay fiiend,* aKwered 

Pandolfina; ^ bat I would not trilllngly 
inircdve yon in n^ d isiate rs,* 

^ I shall gladly eneoonfter any danger 
for so idnd a benefiKtor, so raspedted a 
fiiend,^ lephed ParisL 

** Lead on then," said don Giacomo; 
** onr only hqies depend on expedition and 
(seaecy ; whilst my enemies ate employed 
in plundering and destrayii^, we may 
porfaaps Teach some asylum unobserved."* 

Hie streets had during the late distuH^ 
ances been deserted fay idl peaeefiil eiti* 
zens, who dreaded the lawless violence of 
the partisans of Luna ; tfid the insurgents 
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were now oompletely occupie^ in the spoil 
and plunder of the castle. The fugitives 
succeeded in passing some way unob- 
served, and were nearly arrived at the 
Porta di St. Ermo, where the residence of 
Farisi was situated, when they met at an 
angle of the street Antonello di Palermo, 
who had once been a retainer of the count 
Sambuca, and dismissed from his ser- 
vice. 

" The holy saints be for ever blessed^ 
who have preserved your excellenza from 
your enemies T he exclaimed. 

Don Giacomo thrust his hand into his 
purse, and giving the man a handful of 
gold crowns, promised him that his se^ 
crecy and good wishes should hereafter be 
remembered and rewarded. . He was pro^ 
fuse in his thanks and professions, whicb^ 
however, time would not suffer Perollo 
to listen to ; and he hastened to the abode 
of his guide and protector, where they ar- 
rived without meeting with any one be- 
side. 

Tbe family of Parisi was small^ and 
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consisted only of himself, his wife, and 
one servant, who fortunately was now 
fix)ro home. Madame Parisi cheerfUUy 
undertook to run all hazards in protecting 
their illustrious guest, and observing the 
fatigue and faintness which both he and 
his attendant appeared to suffer, instantly 
fetched some wine for their relief, which 
considerably revived them, as they had 
both suffered severely from thirst, caused 
by their violent exertion and labour. 
Their kind host instantly prepared for 
their concealment, placing them in an in- 
terior apartment, frequented only by his 
wife and himself; and here Perollo request- 
ed to be left with Carusello, in order to 
compose himself, recover his strength, and 
deliberate on the steps it was necessary to 
pursue to provide for his future safety. 

The promises made by Antonello di 
Palermo were of no avail to secure his 
faith. He watched Perollo to his retreat, 
unobserved either by him or Parisi, and 
had no sooner seen him enter the house, 
than he hastened with all possible speed 



to the castle^ where caaat Xoina was s^ 
laging at ills followers for suffering his 
Mch enetaj to escape^ and promisiqg re- 
wards of uaboanded rtlue to any one who 
would stiU secure him; in consequence 
of winch, many of his partisans had left 
Ihe plunder of the eastle» and dispersed 
ihemsdvQs in various directions, hoping to 
intercept the flight of its Iord» when the 
treacherous spy approached. — *' Count 
Luna^" he said, ** I claim the £ulfilnient 
of your jm>mises, and will shew you the 
bare upon her form.'' 

^ My gallant fellow," exclaimed Luna^ 
exultingly, '' put PeroUo into my hands^ 
and more than I have promised sliaU be 
yours. Loria," he continued, turning to 
£rasmo, ^ select an hundred of our fol- 
lowers; attend this guide to the hiding- 
place of Giaeomo, and bring him instantly 
before nae." 

Li(»ia collected the men with some dif- 
ficulty^ /and proceeded with J^nton^k) to- 
Wiffds the .gate oi St. Exmo. The hcKise 
<kf Farifii was surrounded l»y gftards^ 9xA 
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the orSers of Tjom ^given 'to force 
doors, whicSi iD^tan^- w»s done. 

THie fiOTse tonwi Fandoffina from liis 
tis9f]Bg-p3ace. Se vtarked nf, unA exclaSm* 
ed to Carasello tfadt 'ifaey were ^dfeoDvered^ 
~>^ My &ithfnl tfiiiendr iie sidd, "» four 
sera^rioes '<»n be vof no fiutber tise^ i wiH 
neidier mi^ve ^u iKnr my IneMSy ^hMt 
in my misfertoneB; ^ani it is my ^positive 
Gommond t)iat you ^enoaih ^frliere y^M 



are.** 



AttJhfea fefl 'al Ins fed;, tad eifibradng 
\m Imees, *ecmjmei %o lie aUonved ti> faA^ 
low him. Paris! came in terplfied at tfad 
danger of Ihb giiec*. 

** Their nofmbersr 4>e tmd^ *• are otot^ 
powmng, signor, biit I am wiling to die 
in your ^defence."** 

• ^ StemUmce^ €fldd Per<>Uo, ^ ia useless; 
you have done sill in your poiwer, Farasi; 
and farther I catutotaUow you to eicpose 
yourself. I Avitl surrender to the officer 
who oonmaiids the troop.'* 

Andrea, in an agcmy cf^giief^ imphwed 
hts aMHSter to defend Mmself, and aUow 
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him to perish in his service ; hut the rescK 
lution of the haron was inflexible. 

'^ When they haye possessed themselves 
of my person, they will seek no further, 
and my friends may hope to escape. An- 
drea, the baroness and my children will 
still require your life. Preserve yourself 
for them. Commend me to my wife, to 
Federico, and u^y other children. My 
thanks and blessing be upon all my 
friends r 

The old man still clung about him, and 
the tears of Farisi and bis wife bore wit- 
ness to their sorrow. 

PeroUo, with a countenance unmoved 
even in this extremity of his misfortunes, 
again bade them farewell, committed 
Carusello to their care, and advancing to 
the door, met Loria, who was entering. 
PeroUo resigned his sword. — " I am, 
happy,** he said, " in meeting a cavalier 
like don Era^oio Loria to surrender to ; 
and request he will conduct me to the 
presence of count Luna." 

Don Erasmo received the submission of 
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Ills captive with respect and compassion, 
and begged that he would command his 
services and fiiendly exertions ; taking his 
prisoner by the hand, he then conducted 
him out, and surrounding him by the 
guard, proceeded towards Luna Castle. 

At the instant they were departing, a 
cry of wild despair was heard, and Andrea 
rushed out in search of his master. He saw 
him surrounded by his enemies, and with- 
out a prospect of escape ; then gazed for 
an instant on those about him, and per- 
ceiving the exulting looks of Antonello^ 
the fatal truth burst upon his mind, that 
in him he saw the betrayer of his lord. 
With the speed of youth, and an energy 
given by despair, he ran furiously upon 
the traitor, and with one blow dispatched 
him. The soldiers of Loria were about 
to revenge his fall by the instantaneous 
saarifice of Carusello. 

" Save him !" cried Perollo ; " it is my old 
and faithful friend distracted by our loss ! 
6ave him, don Erasmo, I beseech you 

" His blow was well and justly aimed. 



n 
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jaid iioria:; '^ I w31 do txxy best io pre^ 
Msre hioi. Berare ^bas jpetsoD/* be cxm- 
t-tinited to the 'Soidiera, ^uAuamreflam 
tto my quartern." 

iPeroUo tcx^ fiNmi his nedk a diain of 
great Talt:^» and entieated dofi Eraraie^o 
«c«ve it .8 a pledge of gmtitude for his 
ddndness. 

In fbdr way to the XJaetd 'di XiUimi, 
Ahey wene rmiet Igr f^cwattm k 24pttnay a 
[Ftapaneae of Idw ^Udtiit tvliD faaw^oig ^beaii 
-detected .by PecoHo in senrerel diagnceftil 
jBid iUegal tprooeeliiigs in an cffice ivbiA 
iie thdld rfrom the -vImk^, Ixd been iSs- 
missed from fais^nfindtion, andooansequaitly 
iiecaiDe one 'of Ids anut imreterate ene- 
anies. 

Wiien )be saw tke eapth^e obiief sup- 
lounded by diis guards, ibe Bfaouted with 
insulting delist, Bnd fonang bimself to- 
wards FeroUo, requested to speak to don 
lEvasmo. Lorn oommanded hini to defer 
lis coDomiftnicflttiQn, but he peisisted in 
mifkiiig hM ^ay through the soldiers, who 
'kmrnisg 1dm to be of tiieir party» per- 
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milted 4iitn to ^pBSfi. Lcfrk deumiAtd^bk 
puppeci^. 

^< of itbifi humbled eulftflt, ^ho^witt to^&uy 
pay the d^bt "which ' be ^ owes to the world 
£ir bis imqttitous ^m nn y ^atid oppVM- 



nan:** 



''ISfieime! dfidhonest low^bam vfflabi^* 
sittd Peiollo ; *^ the>fiite of BanddlfiM de- 
pends 'ntf t 091 sucb ttiema] >«ky« ; >1IIS6k, 
and proydke *iioiti<he ixngeft of ywtr^upe^ 



riops:'* 



Though ft eapfiJiFe, defenoekm^snd am« 
itnned, '4here was a ^native 'a]rK>f *digilitj 
and leommand 'in 4be manner ^>P6rdnov 
\^anft fhe Tmpanme %ad mrt:'Miepoweri» 
resist Ijoria was *more MdsgMM ^iban 
don^iaoemo4i»}S^ aft <fhe'£0stfltiWlA6h 
had been offered >to a prisoner under Jbis 
eondiict and pvolection, and »he lovdeved 
the ^low 4o iretire, under prfn €€ kurne- 
diate punishment Withdooks of aufadoed 
but vindielwre tftiry «t4Kldi owaUers, Xa 
Lip»» wilbdreiic md :tffter dettberatmg 
an iBStait witfi 4iinM^, 4ew to sedc 
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Calogoo Calandrino or the baron Adriano^ 
to whom he had particularly attached 
himself and who had brought him forward 
as one of the party of don Slgismund. 

Amongst the most vehement of the 
persecutors of don GiaoiHno, stood the &• 
mily of Calandrino ; and during the sieg^ 
the two brothers, who were considered as 
the heads of the hou^, Geronimo and 
Calogero» had distinguished themselves 
by several acts of sanguinary cruelty, 
which shewed the deep-rooted and inve- 
terate haired they bore to the name of 
FeroUa In the debate upon accepting 
terms firom the baron, they had both argued 
warmly against all compromise €x treaty. 

After the capture of the castle, Gero« 
nimo had wantonly bombarded the build- 
ing into which the females and children 
had retired, and received the orders of don 
Sigismund to desist with much dksatis- 
fe^on and munnuring. 

The di^Kisitions of both the brothers 
were equally sanguinary. They bad for- 
merly been subject to punishment for 
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aiielty and oppression, and seemed only 
to live for vengeance. In the character of 
the younger of the two, Calogero, avarice 
was a passion exceeded only by his in- 
human barbarity. He had no sooner 
gained the interior of the Casa di Ferollo, 
than his attentions were directed to unite* 
plunder and assassination; and both his 
ruling passions seemed likely to be grati- 
fied. A confidaitial attendant of the ba- 
roness, who had been separated from her 
mistress by some accident during her flight, 
was seized by the murderous Calogero, 
and regardless of her sex or her prayers, 
he was about to dispatch her, when she 
offered, if her life was spared, to conduct 
him to a secret deposit of some of the 
treasures of PeroUo. The uplifted sword 
of the barbarian was arrested, and he de- 
sired instant proof of her pow» and in- 
clination to purchase her preservation. 
She conducted him without loss of time' 
to a cbtem in the interior court, in which 
he soon aaoertained that a priae of no small 
value iw contained. 
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^ Know you. of any othar ^ d^ontory 
of this sort?'' 

** No, signer,^ replied tba toraaUing 
female; ''the chief gaii. of. tho haroB'& 
Bdoney and jewds, I belieTfi^.is^faeK*" 

Galandiino deliberated but an instant, 
uid then added the unfertUBate informaiit 
to the nmmber of viedms^he-.that day but- 
chered. The avarice of CalandfHia wast 
now gratified beyond hisrUigfaest escpecta- 
tionsi andi he loat no time in secnirii:^ . his 
aequintkm, wfaiob he caused his own vas- 
sak instantly to remove to his residenee ; 
and he had just seen it securely lodged, 
when La Liparia appeared, breathless from 
tiie impatience with which he bad hastened 
in search of him. 

** What imp<»?tant intelligence, Gib- 
vamni, . brings you here in sudi a huny ?" 
' ^ Giacomo is taken,? he nepBed; '' I 
have seen him in the handaofaurtrDeps ; 
hast unless some mekfaoi is devised* of 
doing, ourselves justlee before he ooAaes 
intather pieaence/ of oount;Ifcima,.L fear 
we diall be deprived:^ of: out zsrvenge. 



Efiumo Lorinyiin wfioiehMidk Uie^pri-» 
soner now is, seemsmoie mdmed tofight^ 
his batdes thuL ta coiuluct hiin tx> exeoai- 
tion; Lucheae and sevexal of the: otfaer 
duefi wSU, J) know, be cbmorous^todis^ 
miss him amnjiured{ and I doabt the re* 
solution of don Sigismiaidta resist: tfadr 
united importnnitieg: bat: tell me, s%nor, 
where is . Adriano ?" 

^ With the count and my brother Gcp 
routine stiU in- the castle." 

'* Jdeeision mid cKpedlticm only can pre^ 
vent the misdbief 1 apprehend,'! said La 
Liparia. 

Calandrkio eontempbited tiieesoapetof 
Perollo and the probable consequences; 
the punishment, to which he would bring 
all his enemies^ and the restoration he 
should have to make of his ill-gotten 
wealth : he cammanded. La Liparia and 
lus own retainers instantly to follow faim» 
and hastened towards the CastcL di Lunai. 

On the: way. thither he met with Obo« 
frio ImhrngpoBL^ and severaL other partisans 
of Lima, wlioialieL dewed tx> attend him 
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to the castle, where Erasmo was nearly ar- 
rived with his prisoner. Without suspi- 
cion of his purpose, he saw Calandnno 
following him with great impetuosity, and 
was just assuring Fandolfina of all his in- 
terest with count Luna to accommodate 
matters honourably to both parties, when 
the villain Calogero ran up, and buried his 
sword in the back of his unarmed victim ! 
As FeroUo fell, the weapons of Imbiagnia, 
Liparia, and most of the party present, 
were sheathed in his body ; and he expired 
beneath the innumerable blows of his in- 
furiated murderers, near the fountain of 
San Martino, opposite the gates of Luna 
Castle. 

The sword of Loria was not drawn in 
vain to revenge the fall of his ill-fated 
captive. Calandrino received a deep 
wound, and La Liparia was felled to the 
ground; but don Erasmo was soon dis- 
armed, and his reproaches and remon^ 
strances regarded with inattention or con- 
tempt. He had engaged his woid to pro- 
tect PeroUo till he had brought him to 
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the presence of count Jauul, and therefore 
considered himself bound to defend him ; 
but his single exertions were soon orer- 
powered» and the body of Perollo was left 
defenceless in the hands of the murderers* 
who wreaked their fuiy on his lifidess re- 
mains^ with a barbari^ as disgiaoefiil to 
themselves as it was hamless to their 
victim. 



VOL. IV. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Stneea,-^^\pior del iiiendo a te che minJifei ? 
. J>^rDnc;-^raoe« * Atrinri. 

Calakdrixo and his associates had 
scarcely completed their atrocious act, 
when Sigistnund rode up ^ith impatient 
speed, to receive his prisoner from the 
hands of don Erasmo; the crowd made 
way before him, and exposed the mangled 
form of Fandolfina weltering in his blood. 
He^ threw himself from his horse, and con- 
templated for some moments in silent de- 
light the dreadful spectacle; at length 
exclaiming — ** Thus perish all the ene- 
mies of our house ! Destruction to Pe- 
rollo ! Liberty to Sciacca, and lon)^ life to 
the emperor T 

His partisans, who now crowded around 
the scene, rent the air with acclamations. 
** Viva Luna h Peralta ! viva llmperadore f 
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5 monmo i nostri nemici T rung through- 
out the city. Inebriated with their tri- 
umph, the soldiers and vassals of the vic- 
tdrioiiSi chieftains scattered themselves 
through every part of the town, and soon 
told the melancholy tale of the fall of the 
brave and ill-fatied Perollo. 

The ruffians who remained with Sigis- 
miiiid about the body, encouraged by the 
approbatioii with which the bloody deed 
had beeti deceived by him, resolved oh 
gratifying to, the utmost th^ir vengeance 
against the lifeless ol>ject >ef their hatred. 
A cord Was tied round the body, and fas- 
tened to a horse, upon which one of the 
adnerehis of Calandrino being mounted, 
they proceeded to drag the mutilated re^ 
mains through the streets, whilst count 
Liina, who encouraged this act of savage 
barbairilyy remounted his charger to follow 
the disgraceful procession. 

Ferrante Luchese arrived as they were 
setjking forth, and beholding the conduct 
of his party, indignantly seized the bridle 
of don Sigismuhd, and besought him, that 
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if neither the common feelings of huma^ 
nity, nor regard for his own character^ 
could stop this shameful act, that he would 
consider the infamy it must affix upon all 
his family and connexions. 

" I want no advice from Ferrante Lu- 
chese to teach me what is due to the 
friends of count Luna," replied Sigis- 
mund ; " he has already snatched from my 
just revenge the murderer of Gilberto, 
and the destroyer of half my people. Pro- 
ceed, my brave fellows," he continued to 
his soldiers, ** and shew to the citizens of 
Sdacea how Sigismund di Luna punishes 
their tyrant and oppressor." 

Luchese tore from his shoulder the 
badges of his party, and trampled them 
beneath his feet. — ** The lowest citizen in 
Sciacca," he exclaimed, ** will now learn 
to despise the dishonoured name of Luna, 
and not a man amongst them but would 
prefer the situation of the brave Pandol- 
jSna to that of his vindictive disgra^ceful 
butchers.** 

The trumpets and drums of the party. 
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the shouts and mes of the soldiers and 
vassalsy drowned the farther reproaches 
and remonstrances of Luchese, and he re- 
tired in silence to seek don Paolo, and 
vent his rage in declaiming against those 
with whom he had leagued himself. 

Don Sigismund was now surrounded 
by those who, like himself, had given up 
every regard to their own honour and re- 
putation for the gratification of their im» 
potent revenge. Geronimo and Calogero 
Calandrino, Onofrio Imbiagnia, and his 
brother, the malignant Adriano, and Del 
Nadore, formerly the flatterer of PeroUo, 
and the object of his bounty, now amongst 
the most vehement of his insulting foes— -* 
all these now crowded round their chief- 
tain, who, in complete armour, except his 
helmet, and with a naked sword in his 
hand, immediately followed the body of 
PeroUo as it was drawn through the streets 
of Sciacca. But even in this hour of 
triumph the pride of Luna received a se- 
vere and grating wound ; the citizens who 
met the procession fled with hohx>r in 
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fvery dir^tion, whilst the females who 
beheld the sad spectacle from the windows, 
bewailed with loud aiid piercing exclagaa- 
tions the loss of their father and benefac- 
tor. Many of the lower class, taring 
their hair, and imprecating curses upon 
the murderers, rushed out into the street, 
and followed Sigism.und nyith every spe- 
cies of opprob^bus abujse, in^ defiance of 
the ill treatment they met with from his 
adherents. The praise^ of his rival, low 
as h? now was l^id, wei:e to. Luna proofs 
^f the indelible affection his generous libe- 
rality had purchased, ^nd conveyed more 
bitter pangs to his heart thajx had the 
greatest display of power and pomp whic^ 
Had ever been exhibited by PeroUo in \n^ 
days of joy and splendour. 

When the party arrived opposite the 
bouse of Imbiagnia, where the WQurided 
Delia Bardia still lingered in a hopeless 
ond dyi^g state, the recoUection of hj\s 
fate roused the assassins, to another ebul- 
lition of fury, and they redoubled their 
cries of triuipph ^dj revenge. The coi^n- 
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tess Caltdbellotta had not quitted the 
house since her first arrival, but watched 
every turn of Delia Bardioi's changing coun- 
tenance. For hours he had appeared not 
to remark her preseuca Again she thought 
that at times he recognised her, when 
she would throw herself beside his couch 
in ^igpny, imploring him b^ some means, 
to relieve her anxiety respecting the de- 
pository of her secret. But he paid little 
attention to her supplications. Every 
exertion brought on a new convulsion,, 
and except at the approach of don Sigis- 
mund, or count Giorgio, he gave no signa 
o£ being intere^^ed by those aboyt him ;; 
&r some time previous; to the murder of 
PeroUo, he had lain in a quiescent stite^ 
graduaUy growing weaker. The countess 
had dreaded every instant would bring on 
the termination of his existence and had 
been revolving within herself the means 
of discovering the secret so important ta^ 
her liiture comfort and security* Tosei^e 
the person of count Giorgio^ the fiieod 
and confidant pf Acc^r4B ^w the only 
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plan she had yet devised, and was fully 
resolved that the death of Delia Bardia 
should be the signal for the Greek's de- 
struction. 

As the sound of the approaching caval- 
cade readied her ears, she rose from her 
seat to observe the cause; an attendant 
entered, and informed her that the con- 
querors were dragging the body of Pe- 
rollo in triumph through the city; the 
lady threw open the lattice to feast her 
eyes upon the shameful spectacle, and 
Could not restrain her exclamations of de- 
light when the mangled form appeared in 
view. Wrapt in exultation, she forgot 
for an instant aU her anxiety respecting 
Delia Bardia, and contemplated with bar- 
barous pride the disgraceful vengeance of 
the friends of Luna and Peralta. 

When the shouts of the party rose b^ 
lieath the windows, she was advancing into 
the balcony, but felt her arm grasped vio- 
lently by some one behind her. She turned 
and saw the ghastly form of Delia Bardia 
standing erect upcm the couch, his eyes 
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flashing ^-ith demoniacal expressiofi, and 
all his features terrifically distorted. She 
stood transfixed in horror and amazement 

• 

The eyes of the wounded man caught a 
momentary view of his destroyer. With 
a tremendous voice he shouted out — " lo 
more contento ! io moro felice !" and fell 
a lifeless corpse at the feet of the coun- 
tess and her attendant. They attempted 
in vain to raise the fallen form of Delia 
Bardia ; its gigantic and stiffening weight 
resisted aU their efforts ; and the lady hav- 
ing ascertained that death had terminated 
her hopes of making any discovery, pre- 
pared to return to Luna Castle, still tor- 
mented with the uncertainty of what 
might be the result of those threats which 
alone had saved Accursi d*Amato from 
the poniard of a secret assassin. 

In the meanwhile Sigismund and his 
companions held on their way, unconscious 
of the event which had taken place, and 
it was nearly sunset when the barbarous 
procession closed before the gates of Fran- 
cisco Perbllo, the captain of the city, who 

I 3 
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yas aj^nt at Partanna, rsasin^ 1^^P?> ^ 
was supposed, to aid his murdered kins- 
loan. Here the mangled body of Pan- 
dolfina was left, covered with blood and, 
dust, and so deformed and disfigured by 
the treatment it had received, as to render 
it impossible to be recognized even by his 
dearest fiiends. He who but a few days 
back had been surrounded by every do- 
mestic blessing, by nymerou^ gallant 
friends and retainers, whose will and whose 
word were law throughout the country, 
who was followed by the blessings, of the, 
poor, by the respect of thousands, and the, 
er\vy of now a few, was not left without 
a friend to save his mangled hody from in- 
sult and indignity, or to rfpove it from 
the spot where his enemies had cast it 
forth, when sated with their injhunii^n. ce- 
yenge. 

To have been enrolled amongst tb^. 
friends of don Giacomo Perollo, was but 
a short period before the' ambition of his 
eguals, the fortune of his inferiors ; now 
h^s very name was the' sigqal for perse* 
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euticm. The 4earest objectsr of 1^ love 
were mourners and fugitiveS| indebted fi>ff 
tbeir existeiioe to the muiderer of the 
husband and the parent ; his faithful fol^ 
lowers buried beneath the ruinf of hi* 
splendid abode^ or escaped wounded and^ 
spoiled, i^uced to misery and want. 

Nor was the situation of the victor 
more to be envied Don Sigismund bad 
now obtained a full and com{dete revcsige. 
The power c^ Perollo was apparently an< 
nihilated, the house of Luna triumphant, 
and all their injuries and insults, real or 
ima^uiary, fully and. amply repaid. The 
daughter of Solanto was completely in 
bis power, deprived of every, friend wlio 
roigM; suppc^t or encooragpe her. in resist* 
ing his will and pleasure. Every thing: 
ba0 yielded before him« luid of aU hia^ 
puiposes, not qne had failed in being ac-^ 
complishedf even beyond his .most san- 
guine, expectations* Yet even in the 
omnrnt which ocHnpMed his triumph, and) 
qrowoed him^ with victory, he wm an ob* 
of gKe^tfir cowpMSioA than (die mosfi 
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ikiuerable of those from whom he had torn 
every earthly happiness. The lamenta- 
tions and the praises he had heard lavished 
upon the fallen PeroUo, and the enrses 
poured forth against his destroyers^ had 
ehecked his enjoyment even at the instant 
of gratification ; and his sanguinary ha- 
tred now gorged to its utmost, his thoughts 
necessarily wandered from the present to 
the future ; the lives and fortunes of his 
house, of all his friends and adherents, 
were justly forfeited to tlie outraged laws? 
of humanity and justice. The vengeance 
of Monteleone would be swift to punish 
the murder of his friend ; and to resist the 
viceregal ^rces, was a task he eouM not 
expcet to aocomptish. The emperor was^ 
known to be inflexibly just, and to punish 
without meicy all insults offered to the 
sovereign authorities and to the laws of 
Ihe realm, and the massacre of Statella 
w6uld al^^iie havo beei> an unpardomMe 
crime, f^ the other band^ the interest 
wbidi Lima had with Pope Clement; and 
In ^kn^ he trusted to make hk peace,, 
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might possibly be dilatory, at all events 
could not be exerted before the viceroy 
had an opportunity of trying his strength, 
and perhaps of completing his final ruin; 
he had been abandoned and insulted by 
several of his party, who stood highest in 
reputation for gallantry and honour. Pu- 
giades, Luchese, and Erasmo Loria, had 
forsaken him with reproaches and con- 
tempt; Talyavia had left him in silent 
indignation ; and his own heart secretly 
whispered that he was dishonoured and 
disgraced, though even to himself he would 
neither have allowed or acknowledged it* 
Many of his bravest troops had fallen in 
the siege. Gilberto had long been a Srm 
and faithful friend, and Delia Bardia, with 
all his &ults, was a zealous and devoted 
partisan. On the subject of Costanza di 
Solanto, the mind of Sigismund was even 
more disturbed ; his love had increased by 
the obstacles thrown in his way, and the 
sight of her, even in sorrow, illness, and 
in anger, had blown the flame, till he felt 
that it would be impossible for him to 
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U ve iyit|^ut h^ ; yet the spirit ah^ had, 
ipanifeijted upon every occasion, promised 
a. resi^taiioe he dr^ed to. encounter, und 
tl>e abhorrenoe she had expressed- against 
l^imself* apgiired but ill for his piospect 
Qf iodiidiig her to accept him» by the gen- 
tier means of peiisuasion and affection. 

4^ved at ]^ai)a Castle^ he learned from 
his mothfr the conclusimi of Delia Bar- 
dia's si|0enng8; and after some debate 
upon the necessary steps to be taken with 
i]egard to Frandsca, whom he resolved to 
commit solely to the guidance of his mo^ 
ther, the count enjomed her to useev^y 
possible means of soothing the lady Cos^ 
tuuBO^ wd to see that all the respect diie 
to the memory oi the baroness was scru- 
pulously attended ta The. body had been: 
removed from the Caaa di Fm>Uc^ and 
(^sti^nza ag^n allowed to attend upon it, 

Don S^snptund then. proceed[ed to hold, 
a consultation with Adriano and his re^ 
ipf^ining friends, upon the necessary steps 
tp 1^ ^dppted to secure themselvesagaihst 
t(be yifjerf^, and the machii^ations of the 
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scattere;^ friends apd adhoents, of Pe* 
^Ua.-wh<, ^ m numi »,a uAAt, 
if united, befomV pjivr^ii,!. * ^. 

Several of th^ cHiefs of the iijsiirgent^ 
continued durinir the night their deva$* 
tatipn and pUinder ivithin the walls of the 
Casa di PeroUo, whilst others were em*- 
ployed in perpetrating various scheme^ of 
petty malignity against the yangyished. 
SimmeM^unci, witH a ni^qfierous Qompa;ny^ 
parade^ the streets, defacing the insignutf 
of the Perollo family from, every puhlif^ 
building which their munificence had em- 
bellished; and so great had been their 
power, so princely tj^lr liberality, th^ 
few of th^e principal omameiiits of Sciacca 
but exhibited the emblems^ of their illiis* 
tripus house ; in every pl^ace ^here these 
appeared^ Maurici and his. band, with th^ 
minutest care, endeavoured to efFaqethem. 

Another act^ th? njieinory of which, will 
endure as lon^ as th^ names of Luna and ^ 
Perollo are remembered in Sciacca, is re- 
corded of Pietro Imbjagiiia, equally dis- 
graceful to himself and his friends. In a 
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garden beyond the dty walls, belonging 
to one of the poorer citizens^ was a pear 
tree, the fruit of whidi had long been ce- 
lebrated for its flavour and perfection ; and 
the possessor of this garden having, in 
common with most of his class, a grate- 
ful sense of the kindness and protection 
of FeroUo, was annually accustomed to 
present him with an offering of the fruits 
6f this celebrated tree, which, in honour of 
fiis favourite chief, was called ** Talbero 
PeroUo:* to this garden Imbiagnia, and 
a large concourse of the followers of Luna» 
took their way, early on the morning 
after the death of P^dolfina ; when not 
contented with cutting down the tree,, 
they burnt and destroyed its roots, that no 
shoot might afterwards arise from the 
stock, to recall the memory of the name 
which they abhorred. The tree itself they 
then bore in triumph to the city, shouting 
through the streets, ** Let us not leave a 
scion of PeroUo T' which has since be- 
come a proverb in the neighbourhood of 
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Sciacca, to signify die 
geance and extemiinatinn 

When don Sigismnnd and Ids fiiendi 
were assembling in ooandl, tbej were in- 
terrupted hy the anrirad of a depcxtatkn 
from the monks of Ae Canndite conrent, 
to beg his permiaiioo tar the interment of 
the body of StateOa and bis uiifc t tui Mte 
companions, who still remained witfaotit 
the rites of sepnltore. To this don Sigis- 
mund consented, desring the bodjr of the 
commander to be buried in the sepulchre 
of don Gieronimo Jjegpo, fimnerij captsan 
of the city, who had been punished with 
death fcr treasons disoov e red through the 
activity imd exertions of Pandolfina. The 
situation in which the remains of Ferdlo 
had been abandcmed, was at that time un- 
known to the monks^ who retired as soon 
as their request was granted. 

The intelligence of the murder of don 
Giaeomo had been conveyed by Luchese 
to d(xi Paolo, who, after seeing the baro- 
ness and her companions in safety to the 
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^v^yenU }i«4 i^t^red to the r^idence of 
his brave preserver ; he now receiveti t^he 
|nfi)ns^|ttqn with firmpess, fmd witfa9ut 
any obseryation on the conduct of the as- 
sassins ; bift wl^en he reflect^ MP^ the 
widow and the orphans tp whom th^ &tal 
event must be opmln^pipated^ his reso- 
lution ffx^qpk hhif, sfid he gav^ wsiy to 

the fioelings with whi^h ^? w^s PFPf^^^^^?^ 
Xiuches^y with fs litt)e detail ^possible, 
in? ntipned the ym^orthy treatinent lyhich 
Va3 about tp be i^flidied upoi^ tii^ bp#> 
^^d ^treated 4^^ Pao^<r if poj^sibjb?, to 
s^ve the barony fwm hes^np^ of t^is 
Qut^a Pe^Uo be^ with ind^^ition 
t^e barbarous proceedings of the eneo^y, 
i^d figree4 with Fem^n^ in the n^^cessHy 
of 9pj?ri^ng the la#es pf ti^e|r Ipss, apd 
W^^,^^ti^S> if pofs^blp, it^or pf tfep pwrt^- 
culars from heipg lfnow^« 

Lu?^ pfered. to. attend hwi. to.^he 
QC^ivent, to save hun ^x)pi the icgi^ifeis 9nd 
igsulijs pif tlje psjrtisans of ]|^unf^ 

As thpy proceeded on their, nielpp^^holy 
embassy, the distant shouts of the in- 
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human triup]|]|) ri^cfaed t^ir efxs\ df>n 
Paolo trembled violently; Luch^se sup- 
p^ted hip. «Kl lordly «d,i^ ^-^t^ 
himself i^ having evpr joined witl^ sq 
disgraceful a banditti, an^ lent his aid in 
fiirthering sa iniquitous an end : from 
henceforth vowing to renounce all inter- 
course and communication with the house 
of X^una^ and with every one whp had 
participated in the shameful scenes which! 
disgraced their victory. 

They r^ched the convent, which was. 
lyithout the walls, unmolested and, unseen, 
and were immediately conducted to . the 
baroness, who anxiously awaited intelli- 
gence of her lord and husband. The coun- 
tenance of don Fapio was the herald of 
hisi tidings. Luchese had remained with- 
ou^ no|; to, intn^de upon Ijhe ^ffljct^^ ^^« 
mily ; and as the messenger of new mis-, 
fortunes entered the apartment, his pale 
countenance and altered eye, his quiverr 
ing lip^ ^d th^ hesitatioiji^'of l^i^ mannerj^ 
too clearly told his tale. 

^ Mj children are fatherless, and my* 
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^df a widow T exdaimed the baroness, in 
a tremulous tone. 

Don Paolo stood sUent and incapable 
of utterance, and tbe wife of Pandolfina 
sank lifeless at his feet. The children 
screamed in agony. Marguerita attempted 
to raise her fidlen protectress, and exert- 
ing all the power she possessed over her 
own feelings, endeavoured to quiet the 
lamentations of the young ones, who 
clung round their mother with loud and 
bitter cries of grief and terror. Don Paolo 
appeared bereft of all his powers ; he could 
neither act nor speak, and catching the 
youngest child in his arms, wept over it 
with unrestrained and inexpressible agony. 
The entreaties and exhortations of Mar- 
guerita roused him at length, and he 
tried to follow her example, and endeavour 
to recover the baroness, who remained for 
some time relieved by insensibility from 
the misery to which she was destined to 
awake ; at length she slowly unclosed her 
to returning sense and wretchedness* 
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Her first request was to be taken imme* 
diately to the body of ber husband. 

Don Paolo represented the impossibility 
of any of their party adventuring them- 
selves amongst their enemies during the 
first effusion of their violenoew — *^ To- 
morrow^" he said, ** Luchese shall demand 
the resfituticm of their victim, who shall 
instantly be removed hither." 

The night was passed by the afflicted 
family of PeroUo in deep and bitter la- 
mentations, and don Paolo requested Lu- 
chese to apply for the restoration of the 
body, who not supposing that the barba- 
rity of count Luna would extend beyond 
the first ebullition of his frenzy, had de- 
sired his brother, don Marco, to make the 
demand, which was rejected by the count 
with the most unfeeling and decided reso- 
lution. 

To attempt to remove it without his 
permission, was impossible, his adherents 
bdng entirely masters of the dty, an4 
scattered through it in every direction. 
Upon the &11 of Perollo^ their numbers 
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had beeh ihbreased by all the idle ajid ill- 
dispose persons m ihe town and neigh- 
bourhood, who flocked eagerly to the 
'standard of dbii Sigismand, in the hopes 
of sharing in the eiioniious' plunder ; an 
hundred thousand florins having been 
seized in the Casa idi FeroUo, and it being 
expected that tlie riage of Lima would 
next be directed against other members 
of the family of Pandolfiha, who must 
undoubtedly fall easier victims than* their 
chfef. Collecting round him a numerous 
body of men, was considered by , the 
count as likely to bverawe thie viceroy, 
and to secure more advantageous terms ; 
oii which account he encouraged all who 
chbse to enrol themselves amongst his ad- 
herents. 

The refusal of interment to the body 
of don Giacomo was^^ communicated by 
Ltochese to Perdlio, willi every expression 
of indighatiBn* arid di^gUst atf sucli con- 
flux^t, and Mh an offer of his Senrifces in 
Ahf' Way tfe accomplish the undertaking 
isecietJy, <it: to attempt, %'rembnstrat^g 
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with the more hottotriibte mertibei-sr rif the 
faction, to induce them to compel theiir 
chief to grant the desired permissibn. 

poti Paolo received the itttelligence 
with horror and regret, arid requested a 
short tiihe &t deHberatiori befbre^ he de* 
termined how to act. In the meanwhile 
he was obliged to ifeVisit the con vent ' of 
SatttA Martha, hating promised the ba- 
roness tb be absent but a short time. 

Upon his arrival, he found that she bad 
sunk fot a few minutes mto a disturbed 
state erf slumber, and MarguieHta sipjiekred 
to request he would remain, as she v^aS 
aware that her protectress would inquire, 
the instant she awolce, ftir her kfiid frifend, 
and be distressed at his fibS^ne^. 

Don Paolo willingly consented to stay,, 
and Marjguerita anxidtisfy inqui^ whfen 
the body of her second pirent wotild be 
restored. PeroUo cbUld scarcely articulate 
the reftisal which had he&i rfaade to th^r 
demand ; his com^Jatlion aikfed by wholn. 
the request had beeri prtferred ? 
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^ By Aoa Maroa Luchese,** replied don 
Paolo. 

m 

^ It is impossible,'* said the lady, ** but 
that a few hours reflection, and the re- 
monstrances of his fiiends, will bring 
count Luna to a just sense of his wanton 
inhumanity." 

^ Those by whom he is surrounded are 
equally strangers to every feeling of ho- 
nour and charity," said FeroUo, despair- 
ingly. 

The orphan of Landolini remained a 
few moments silent, as if deliberating with 
herself. 

^ Allow me, signor," at length she said, 
with some hesitation, ** to undertake the 
task of indudng count Luna to grant our 
petition." 

PerdUo looked in wonder at his young 
cpmpani<»i, and shook his head in despair. 
— *^' I possess no powers of oratory, signor^ 
nor perhaps any persuasi^^e arguments, but 
I think I c^n rely upon my persevemnce 
in the cause ; and from the conduct of the 
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oount when he granted us permission to 
-withdraw from the Casa di. Ferollo, he 
cannot be totally devoid of humanity, 
though warped by passion and revenge. 
For myself, I fear no dangers in the ser- 
vice of the baroness, and devotion to the 
memory of my murdered parent and pro- 
tector, will give me resolution to surmount 
any obstacles which may be thrown in 
my way. To aid me I shall have every 
argument which human feeling and Chris- 
tian charity can give, and to oppose me 
only a barbarous revenge, which is not 
always the sole inhabitant of the bosom 
of count Luna." 

Don Paolo knew no other feasible plan, 
and although the one proposed by Mar- 
guerita was not such as to excite any san- 
guiiie expectations, he listened to it with 
attention. 

" To expose yourself alone and unde- 
fended to tilie insolence of the brutal ruf- 
fians by whom Sigismund is surrounded, 
cannot be permitted," he said. 

VOL. IV. K 
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** Surely the al^ss and same of *ttie 

sisterbood will lend ^eir aid in acoom- 
plishingan act so consonant with the iSu- 
ties of religion ; the Ather Angeliiti, 'I 
know, would attend us: do, signor, 'per- 
tnit me to attempt this act of gratitude to 
the memory of him to whose noble gene- 
rosity I am so eternally indebted:** 

** If the lady abbess objects- rrot, my. op- 
position shall give way to your wiiShes; <but 
let us not distress the imroness, by ifiiform- 
ing her of the necessity of "this measure:" 

Marguerita withdrew to request "the 
abbess would attend don Paolo, and de- 
cide upon the propriety bf ^her request. 
The venerable superior' had long *been af- 
fectionately attached to the 'baroness Pan- 
dolfina, and 'her 'house had expmeneed 
the liberality of don Giacomo. iShe-lAieie- 
fore received the helpless fugitives ^v(4th 
the tendere$t sympathy, and consideration; 
warmly entered into sdHheir su£^ngs, BXid 
shared thdr grief: with unfbigndd ilbhor- 
renoe she now 'heard "the detslil ef 'count 
Luna's conduct, 'but at the proposal of 
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Marguerite she hesitated, terrified at the 
difficulty, and astonished at the idea of so 
great a breach of the usual discipline of 
her order. 

The signora Landolini trembled for the 
fate of her petition, when the father An- 
gelini entered the room ; he had come to 
visit his patroness in her affliction, and was 
ignorant of the new distress in which her 
friends were involved. 

To the confessor Marguerita now ad- 
dressed herself, and to her infinite satisfac- 
tion succeeded in engaging him in her 
cause, which he advocated so successfully 
as to persuade both the superior and Pe- 
roUo to compliance, and to aid in further- 
ing b^i^ plans. The abbess, from age and 
infirmity, was unequal to the task of at- 
tending her, but did not object to part of 
the nuns joining in the procession. 

Angelini undertook to ensure the at- 
tendsmts of the monks of San Francisco, 
to which society he belonged, and had no 
doubt but that the Carmelite ,brqt^^ers 

K 2 
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would again assist in so charitable and 
pious an undertaking. In a few hours he 
engaged to be in readiness, and requested 
the permission of the signora to commu- 
nicate her intentions to some of the princi- 
pal ladies connected with the family of 
Perollo, or who favoured his party, and 
lamented his untimely end, that their 
company might have every addition which 
was likely to produce an effect upon the 
mind of the vindictive Sigismund. 

Marguerita willingly consented to leave 
every thing to the disposal of the confes- 
sor, and it having been determined to 
keep the whole proceeding from the baro- 
ness, she withdrew to see if the object of 
her anxious care was roused from her tem- 
porary repose. 

When she left the apartment, the ab- 
bess remarked to don Paolo her astonish- 
ment at the conduct of Marguerita — ** Any 
other girl,** she said, " under such circum- 
stances, would have required support, in- 
stead of being able to give it ; but the 
signora Landolini seems to acquire cou- 
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rage and resolution by every fresh diffi- 
culty." 

« Your observation, signora/' said don 
Paolo, ** is perfectiy just ; but the firm- 
ness and steadiness evinced by Margueri- 
te, are no more than might be expected 
from her education; and, unhappily for 
her, she has, ere this, had opportunities of 
shewing the support to be derived from 
good sense and good principles in the hour 
of trial." 

The baroness was risen from her couch 
when her adopted child entered the room, 
and was kneeling before the crucifix in si* 
lent prayer. Marguerita joined in her de- 
votion, and when she had risen, inquired 
tenderly if she felt refreshed by her repose. 
The mourner was more composed than 
she had been since the event, affectionate- 
ly replied to her questions, and asked if 
don Paolo had yet arrived ? Being an* 
swered in the affirmative, she prepared to 
receive him. Their feelings were again 
violentiy agitated at meeting, and the ba- 
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roness could n^ith ^fficufty ask i^ixiy re- 
ply had been received from count Luha. 

** iJo fin^r arrangement' fias yet been 
made,** siaid ^etollo*; *^ as sdbri as i£ is, 
your excellenza shall be informed ." 

^' It will be a mefariclioly satisfaction to 
pay the last offices to him we have lost^** 
she said, afler^ some hesitatidri, findihg' it 
inipbssiblie to pronounce che name' of nef' 
murdered lord. 

Don Paolo endeavoured to tuirn &^ 
tkoii^ils iiito anbf&ef dfi^nirldt % ih&n- 
fio^iti^^ p^Vate e^ipaicHlii^ iituStfdmdii^i 
*Siiri^ the' night to* f h6 vicfetoy, by liieatoS' 
of a secret messenger; ((y cbmmun^fe t'ne 
state into #hlch $cia(it^ hatif h&6iS tl^#h 
by ife Vidleite^- df'^efebeb. 

^ ^tf FiSdiferriid;* eicfidrt^rf €he ^gb^ 
niierf itrotftei-, *' ^^ tfieh Ib&rh the htwroiSS 
6f 6trf^tti«5oif * 

A ffegh burtf of gri6f orice nioife hnipc^ 
dife^ dff 66nvelfsatiph ; htit aheft k ifeie, l*fe: 
rbflb' sifcceecfed! nfi filirhing her attientibn to 
her chil«$ren, diid 6sp€KiiaIfy tty het a^ht 
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SCO* IBfe tiiea obsenred tihat Maig u cri ta 
hadrBot had any vert, and ptopoied to le- 
mwv m hfi£ station^ if she would letbe tog 
a&i hMir OF two. 

^ Tbe dear cbildt'' said the baisiien, ^bas 
hadr i¥>! though but for our afflictioos : it 
\;i^b6 a Qomfort to me if she cam find re- 

MsHTipente uadentood the pu]:poee of 
don Paolo^ ia dismisdng* her, andiMtaut^ 
ly i«^ired^notto.tafcethesestshesomttch 
wanted, but to prepare for her evoitfiil 
expedituxi to. Luna Castle and to try the 
p^wera of peisuaaion! on the relentless Si« 
fldsxiiund* 

The con&ssor^ father Angplini, at lei^^ 
amved to attend the yoim^ petitioner; he 
was accompanied by the monks of his own 
convent^ and waa to he joined by the Car- 
melite brothers ; many of the noble ladies 
in the city he also hoqped would attend the 
proMssion ; and six of the nuna had been 
eoffLg/Bd m the diaritaUo undertaking. 

Mai^erita was still attired in the weeds 
Ae wote for hec €^her, and her oom- 
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panions, the sisters of Santa Martha, en- 
veloped in the thick hlack veils of their 
order, formed a sad and funereal train. 
Slowly they entered the adjoining gate of 
the city, and as they held on their way 
through the streets, several ladies of rank, 
and females of all classes, joined the la* 
menting cavalcade. The Carmelites met 
them near the plain before the castle of 
count Luna, and the whole assemblage ar- 
rived at the gates without meeting with 
any obstruction. 

The prior requested to be conducted to 
don Sigismund, and all the party were ad- 
mitted into the great hall, where they 
awaited his appearance. Marguerita now 
trembled with agitation, and leaned upon 
Angelini for support. 

At length the count entered : the sig- 
nora Landolini tried to advance towards 
him, but her limbs refused their office, and 
she could only fall at his feet in an agony 
of tears. The other females followed her 
example, and for some time their sobs and 
lamentations were the only sounds heard 
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throughout the assembly. Luna seemed 
afiected, and stood waiting an explmation 
of the scene. 

The prior of San Frandsco stated their 
request^ and demanded permission to re- 
move the body of the baron Pandolfina 
for the purpose of interment. 

Displeased at so public a testimony to 
the worth of his rival, and indignant at 
the general commiseration excited by his 
fate^ Sigismund declared that his deter- 
mination was already taken, and that he 
had decreed the carcase of the tyrant as a 
prey to the fowls of the air and the beasts 
of the field. 

The prior attempted to remonstrate. 

** My resolution is fully fixed,*' said 
Luna, in an angry tone; " let any one who 
dares presume to contradict it.*' 

Marguerita rose from her position, and 
firmly, but modestly, asked if such was his 
final answer ? 

'' Yes,** he replied, scarcely regarding 
the questioner. 

k3 



gSh ;^' fyt fifM own Mkke, iBS^f jSS§ a 
short and patient hearing. I ittct fkot 
dbdM to plead the dvtsi dftte t!«fii)^#ho 
Ts how teyond^ the t^ach of IMihak i^^ 
^nce, mkult, oV odmpafisrtdh; df is th^ 
cause of don Sfi'gistriund 6i Luikli, th€ h6- 
h6ut of his house, the re|mi!atiO]i of his 
nam^, through all sucfceediir^ agiM, atfS 
in evfeiy nation whefe the fe^lHig* of 
huAiahit;^ at« tei$pecf ed ahdf AlckiMWled^. 
ed. Codtft Ltmu, you hdver ife^rm^d 
fne of a f^thei*, a benefictbr, a ^itoliec- 
toi- — ^you have talcetr aWsty theS*' snppoiMb 
from the widow and the orphaM ; db^ "Mb 
refiiii6 to grant theih <6e 6hly fctontoltftion 
in youf power to beSto#-^the ntel^toeholy 
likti^fabtion df paying th^h^ Itet dtitlcH to 
the dead. Ybttf oWn he^ tibuM LmM, 
t^duld, in its qufet rrtomertfe 6f i^^A^bn, 
yield an ass^irt to our petlfiofl. Put awaiy 
for an instant the passions by #fiidh y^r 
reason is obsdured. tf tfte>e i^ a person 
upon earth whose good opinkHM f((M VAAfe 
—one for whose ap]pr6bation you feel a 



d6^ ai^ anxiow d^smf, thud: whitt would 

If you have a^y xiespect to the faith cf 
your fcBre&thers-^-jf you have bope$ in 
he»¥€ii hereafter, count I^uia, revoke 
your harharous decree. By the ol^ject^ 
dwrei^ to you on cBSuthn^y the honour 
of youx 9aai»-^]^y every fediag of huxna- 
idty, and every princiyle of Chnstiaoilyy 

nUffm, axiA vifity, you ace compeUed to 
gpsaat.^ur prayer. Thiitk not that if thig 
poor hom ^haU be denied^ Perollp will 
waBt a mosQULimeAt to record his name and 
nsrafioiy to succeedii^ ages ; his fame shdi 
flouciah, though ]m ai^es ^e scattered, to 
liiie winda of heavien ; whilst the name of 
I^inay ^ stained by thi^ inhuman act^ 
timug^ f^EowBod witb victoiy» supported 
by uirii)ounded power, ^nd recorded with 
afi: tbf^ ii;^nuity of man, 3lu|U hereafter 
fiir evi^r he bbsted by infamy, and blight- 
ed by ^ifigmer 

Th^ lovely speaker, animated by her 
siiljeet; and pleading the omse of all who 
vfiB^ dear«pst to her on e^rth, had'f^ngpt- 
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ten, in her deep interest and anxiety, 
every fear which at first had overpower- 
ed her; her veil was thrown back, and dis- 
played her striking beauty, inspired by the 
enthusiasm with which she was trans- 
ported. 

Don Sigismund stood speechless in ad- 
miration and astonishment ; the lamenta- 
tions of the other females had gradually 
sunk in wonder, and the whole assembly 
were fixed in various attitudes of attention, 
when the voice of Marguerita ceased for 
an instant. Not a breath disturbed the 
silence of the hall ; the chan^ng mamier 
and softened aspect of the count gave en- 
couragement to the pleading damsd, and 
after a short pause, she renewed her sup- 
plications — '^ Count Luna, I have received 
one favour already at your hands ; in the 
moment of triumph, you preserved the life 
of her who has been more than a mother 
to the orphan child of LandoHni, and your 
conduct in that hour of distress convinces 
me that your heart possesses the feelings 
which I now seek once again to awaken. 
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'Yoa have numbers attached to you 1^ the 
bonds of affection and of blood ; think what 
would be thdr sufferings, oould your situa- 
tion be exchanged for that of him for whom 
I plead; you have known the force ci 
human affection, and of love, signor, in 
the various ties by which they bind us 
to our kindred. Report speaks loudly of 
the filial piety of don Sigismund di Luna, 
and, I doubt not, there are other chains 
around your heart, which would teach it 
what our sensations must be in implorkig 
such a mercy as we now seek to obtain. 
Count Luna, again let me entreat you to 
revoke your barbarous resolutioti.** 

Maiguerita was about to kneel a seccmd 
time, when Sigismund prevented hei^~ 
*' You have prevailed, . s^ora, and upon 
certain conditions your request is grant- 
ed." 

The lady expressed her thanks, and 
asked upon what terms he acceded to their 
petition. 

'** That the body be removed,'* he saad» 
^ without pomp or ottentation-^without 



olP<te4bieqQie»t^thtoolaiigiiiiir cS fa»Hi^ 
01^ #I<F y n wk' of oremg add flMnfaewil^ ;. let 
it bift tt>iiv0ftd to ita tkid dbod^ ^liietiy 
did fitfutely.'' 

l^togHerite atctpttf the oasttsskn <tf 
S^Unotid with iddkioMtal tlmnk^ 
jittrty witjhdwvr ftdm 4le csttfe^ for the 
yimpeke ct oounyiag the bo^ ti^ the 
Gdli^etie ef Santa MattbL A bier waa 
stfoti pMoored^' and the raeoinenr proeeeA- 
editotheheiiaeoif Jbandn»Fa<olk>» be^ 
fom #hioll it had been bit Themutilat- 
ei mmuMm wefe imaed fiooa the earth widi 
every volbA of regpetk^ winist the u aee a s*- 
ihg'tiMMitfthAatttaidfaig mnlthmle pro- 
dalHMd Hie vafaie ef Hie fiiend und ,pro<^ 
ttdtcir fliey hod bat 

Ift Bad laid aBent atate the pvaoettioii 
then took then* way to Santa Martha, gaija- 
ikg* nilatbem as A^ paaafd eloiig, whd) all 
litti^ ik ieaaSpAg iUtt rtq>eek to the 
worth and honour of the departeds Moat 
tiMr aHf huMiedef thk primafd ImOts in 
Stii«lkl^-ee9eM^^laMl iMi^M^ uU 
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K M li flil tM todf td tlnf«iUrenti.aild wAm 
pimd in tlftt' cKuTtll!^ they gave wagrtv 
tlM$ 't^beiBeliw of their gridf in arin M^ 
liuneMaiicnli. 

The hBDoneBfrPtedolfiliir witf appmsdl ofi 
thercfvvBly and ivse imtaiitil|r lo nudtteher 
iwj^ to the pkoe wlnre tbei^nufiite of her 
lord weace placed, but the repveieritflitiMhn of 
YMfnBo^m^ a 

shiM/ tluetiU ^Bifomi wat ateted* wbefr 
evety pii8ebiii4li<m ^ai9( tdden to eeboeal tBr 
oiM-agw idiidb had been eolioadM^ 
b0dy.' ^ bi^ paH wils AfowR over 4t^ 
an&tveiy pwt coVereii wfant dhm Fbdo^ 
led tlM^affleefted widow into the cbovdii^ 
and eametify eAtpestod hto not to kukeAgi^ 
her feeUngs more than she could avoid. 
She summoned all her resolution, and con- 
ducted herself with the most heroic for- 
titude: her wish to remain some time 
with the body was acceded to, and she 
could only be persuaded to retire when 
the necessary preparations for the inter- 
ment began. 

On the following evenmg, the last re- 
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maim of the iUiistaious baron Pandolfina 
were Temored to thie Carmelite church, 
with none of the usual appendages < of fu- 
neral pomp, but followed by the bedt and 
noblest of his fellow-dtizens, endbalmed 
with their sincere and generous sorrows, 
hallowed by their prayers, and consecrated 
by their love. 

The monks received the honoured relics 
at the great gate of the church, and convey- 
ed them to the diapel, in which many of 
his noble ancestors reposed ; but never had 
one of their race beeh c(»isigned to his 
last abode more sincerely lamented, more 
ardently beloved, or more devoutly ad- 
mired, than don Giacomo Perbllo. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Ohy Memory ! thou food deceiver ! 

Still importunate and Taiu ; 
To former joys recurring ever. 

And turning all the past to pain. GotDSMiTH. 

The first messengers who had been sent 
fi«m Sciaoca, unfortunatdy arrived two 
days after the viceroy had departed for the 
continent of Italy : they had foUowed him 
into Calabria^ and met him on his retmn^ 
he being ordered back soon after his land* 
ing, in consequence of the final conclusion 
of the negociations between the emperw. 
and the pope, whidi had rendered an 
increase of troops in Italy unnecessary ; 
whilst the proceedings between Margaret 
of Austria and Louis of France at Cam- 
bray, promised a general termination of 
hostilities throughout Europe. 
Upon his return to Messma, the duca 



di Monteleane learned the fatal termina- 
tion of the struggle which PeroUo had 
made against the insurgents, and the sub- 
sequent conduct dB&e faMisans of Luna; 
his horror and indignation at the barba- 
rous transactions, at the violation of the 
laws, and the insult offered to' the person 
of the emperor in the murder of don Ge- 
ronimo Statella, ware increased by the 
deepest sorrow for his own personal loss, in 
dirdeatbof his ftithiU fiknA the baron 
9Md6)&fhBk ButtbegkiefofFederittwas 
bejtond aSt powera of desoriptiDn ; and at 
thou^ his< own departufe ftdmri Sdaoear 
hfldi been in obediesiee tt^ order»hB couM 
not i^eaist, and thop Ketam of the traops 
mih hhm ate affidr in winch he had no 
ymxsBi yetv ib the agony di his giid^ he 
leproacfaed* faints^ fbv himng deserted hia 
paieiite «rd family whem^his prasenoe was 
ntioat necessary* 

The Tiem^ kiiidly felt for his distefess, 
and antarad Um tint all possibie expedi* 
tion should be uatf inr sending hinif &9ei 
to s^enge hia fidlier^ deatl^topratectliis 



the ii^£«lM' GaeUnw tdsso' m<wt sMileitfy 
s^pAtbi^ed'iA f^cOamilSy at hk^ il4endi 
aood firom ^ iH«i€ to' S^Mxat hbd aeq«i%«df 
soi aS^e&oA fcxf doti 6kicbHk>,wteoh ntade 
him Ittnent^ M^ umiMiety m #Stft uk». 
feigned sorrow, iride(>etldetit- ^ ids i^^;ai^- 
for' Fedbi^. 

A oouUdl' of atate' UriA eblel tk aodw &i 
po^aSffk; to which Wftte cbhveAed dl 1b6 
^mM 6fll<^r^ attached to thetutihf. Ther 
-^ceray opefied the as^inbl v M ttmch it^ 
tiMibl?; arid iaiiht t(iu<Ai msiteM, stating 
ttAi tfte events vfiStfi hH ebBed thebV t6t 
gi^^ was sIkA is riius^ fli ev<^ ktyal- 
sutgect, every one possesried^WMtf ^<6'^^iAlf 
ofIri:rinai^,wii&2i»foriii3&ita^farid>iK^ 
Her theii MbrfAted themr tlUt «Mb^ SigM- 
th'tthcF £' lunif, tm^li'g <$dlMtea «og<stl)tef' 
d^t ^tmd^ cotls^tol^, Ififtd n»(de h6n> 
seitttHstet 6( Sdate^ sMii Soil GaK>iri)flM> 
S^Aidla, whh tiF Vh offlei^ guards^ and! 
legal attendants; Who had beeti teiit io'tbte 
dty, in oritek' fa ehaiitlteF sduie ^AvldM* 
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outrages which had be^i committed by 
some of the friends <^ count Luna ; and 
that after this massacre, they had besieged 
the castle of don Giacomo Perollo, baron 
of Pandolfina, which, after three days 
fighting, they had taken, and murdered its 
gallant defender, whose body they had af- 
terwards inhumanly insulted, drawing it 
through the city at the tail of a horse, and 
denying to it the rites of sepulture. They 
had also, he informed them, murdered 
and cut in pieces the vassals and retainers 
of the baron, burnt and destroyed his 
castle, and making themselves masters of 
the city, committed every species of. vio- 
lence and/ rapine, not spsoing even the 
sanctity of religion. 

Exclusive of the barbarity of these atro- 
cious deeds, they were to consider the 
treason and the insult ofiered to the person 
of the emperor, not to mention himself, and 
those to whom the powers of government 
had be^n delegated ; and he palled upon 
ihem to puq^sh these unheard-of offences 
in sucji a way as might vindicate the out- 
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raged laws of humanity and justice, and 
be sufficient for ever to deter others from 
similar crimes. 

Theassembly were unanimous in express- 
ing their detestation of the offences of count 
Luna and his adherents, and in advising 
his highness to dispatch an overwhelming 
force to crush the insurgents, before th^ 
could have time to escape or elude the 
sword of justice. It was also resolved that 
Cala Palastra and Giovanni Regnati, two 
of the principal judges of the kingdom, 
should be sent to pronounce legal sentence 
upon the offenders, and with full power 
to punish all who were concerned in the 
transaction. 

A large body of men, under experien- 
ced officers, were instantly ordered to be 
in readiness to march on the third day, 
with Gaetano and Federico, whose impa- 
tience to reach his mother was such, that 
he was only restrained from proceeding 
alone, by a promise which the viceroy had 
insisted on his making, not to expose his 
person, by entering Sciacca, untU the pub- 
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;lic police j^|ira8 en^ur^d kj^ tJwe^prWPW^ ^f 

.the soMmiv. 

The state of the city dwof^g the ^ys 
jmm^9^^9ii^ WVf^^^^^ the death of JPe- 
iioUq, '¥«|6 Q»e ^.eoiMeiW€4 ^sff(^ .and 
xdiao]?dw. Tfce peWMjful citia^s ^e?e pre- 
venteddronvpiweediflg^ip t^heir »f»alcpQCu. 
ftttiom, by aie4r¥©d(<)fl3|ieAwwJ9?s bands, 
who were owtinuaHy i^l^n^ering 9iod 
fl^Uiog ^tiiiQse iV;hop l^ey ^Go^si^ered 
fiitfier m i^mremmeSf t^ Afcely to afford 
a JvalppiUe jPQoty. 

The coarse of juPit^ee y^ .entirely stop- 
ped; the imagietratQs ?md priiHipal.officers 
had either fled or joined tihemselires to the 
party of count Luna, and there i^fis^ijiopoiwjer 
winflu^ice exerted to t^sti^in the outrages 
of ;these licentious brigands. Jin ,the prin- 
cipal church the >saciwnent8 «nd all .re- 
gions ntes ^ei>e suspended, ip«^ of the 
troops Kjif the rebels :bei»g q^a^r^d t^iere 
and jin rthe open spaqe >ad}oini^ wl*9» re- 
^^Hfdless/of (the sa^a^ plaee^ in^M^g^ in 
.eresy'«xoess,md ppU^ted the fj^ars 0icm- 
«*r^ by .#»ir4m»9fc«RtWBS «i4 deboudi- 
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ery. In ihese esgeam^ <tl9ie <Gce^ fflUav- 
«rs of OQunt Giar^o ^piotiQuliiltly ,^sti»- 
guiahed'tft^eiin^elws, apao^ .of thf^ h^Wg 

m^tios from itbe ^e 4ail^- 

XKm -S^igiwiuii^ h94 y^ndqavwre^^ by 
erery .display of attention and ^espoot ito 
tiiedady^jCostniv^a^ ito ooncoliate ,b^, ^9id 
'ta woorer herjgood <^uw>n ; j^p^t she per- 
asted in .49:eatiiig li^ wi^h <^n wfemofi 
aadioontompt^^nd (w^hoDever he qpprq^ch- 
ed, either joeeived bim with silent .4i3- 
pleo8ure/or&e1iNltt^restr^pi:oacbes. Every 
JKttoar ^hich 0Q^14 l>e paid* to the reqis^ns 
of the ^tMUioaess ScJantp bitd been ,piost 
carefully f he wq, and iher body deposited 
inthej^iurch of Sapta Maria d'Hsto/fL, to- 
gettier mih that rof .Gilb^to. 

Adnano jvad the opuntess continiif^ly 
nrgfid Ituna.to oomplote bis nuptials wilib- 
out deby, ffitid, not to throw aw^y the 
poiHier iwbich henotw Jiield, or, by w)iitiqg 
lilL'tbeigoverwnft^kt could prpoeodtom^^u 
sures of retribution, to permit Costanza.to 
oanmnimMte <¥#h ^, en^mi^ or the sur- 
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viving members of her family, or to run the 
hazard of her being rescued from his grasp; 
but he still hoped that perseverance would 
disarm her resentment, and that it would be 
unnecessary to proceed to violent measures, 
which in the present state of her mind he 
must have done, and lie knew her spirit too 
well to dare to provoke it to the utmost. 

The countess had several times attempted 
to intrude upon her sorrows with consola- 
tion and advice, but her presence always 
excited such a tempest of indignation and 
grief, that Luna had requested his mother 
to indulge the wayward and impetuous 
disposition of his mistress, under the plea 
of her violent grief, and the wretchedness 
which oppressed her, that produced an ir- 
ritation upon her spirits likely to yield 
only to time and indulgence. For a few 
days therefore Costanza was lefl to the 
melancholy satisfaction of weeping over 
the memory of her parents, undisturbed 
by any intrusion except occasional visits 
from Luna. 

The countess, after the death of Ac^- 
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cursi d^Amato, had resolved to discover, if 
possil^e, to what extent his confidence had 
heen placed in count Giorgio, and whether 
l>e was the depository of her own secret. On 
the evening after Accursi's death, she sent 
to request an intervie>y with the Greek in 
lier own apartment, determining to use 
all the art she was mistress of to discover 
how far she was in his power ; and unless 
slie could rescue from him the evidence 
which Accursi possessed, to remove him 
speedily from the power of betraying her. 

The count was however fully a match 
for her, both in art and villany, and hoped 
to obtain an influence over her, equal to . 
that which his deceased friend had possess- 
ed, and to use it for the furtherance of 
his interest, in any way which might most 
materially promote it. 

He was piinctual to the appointment of 
the countess, who received him with every 
passible mark of, distinction and respect* 
bestowed the- greatest encomiums on his' 
conduct during the siege of the Casa di 
Ferollo^ and'6Kt<^ed the obligations he 

VO^, IV. L 
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had conferred upon her son and his family. 

Her flattery had no effect upon its ob- 
ject, who however replied with many ex- 
pressions of thanks for the honour and 
distinction which her approbation ooofer^ 
red. 

There was nothing in his manner whi^ 
gave any indication of his possessing 
power or influence, if he chose to exert it; 
nothing which could manifest an acquaint- 
ance with her character, or excite the 
smallest suspicion. He was distantly re- 
spectful, and appeared unconscious of any 
motive which could have induced h^ to' 
request this interview. 

The countess felt rather relieved from 
her fears, iind proceeding with her artful 
commendations, said, that amongst the 
many favours for which the house of Luna 
and Peralta stood indebted to him, were 
the kind friendship and regard he had al- 
ways shewn towards their dear kinsman, 
the barone della Bardia. 

Slie watched the countenance of iJie 
Greek as she thus ventured to approadi 



It 
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neaKT to the sul]g6ct she had at heart. It 
betrayed no expression to alarm her, and 
she continued the conversation—-'' His loss 
has indeed been a severe one to c6unt Lu- 
na, but more particularly to myself; we 
wene nearly and intimately connected." 

^ By the marriage of the lady Froncis- 
ca ?" said count Giorgio. 

The lady started^ and was silent for a 
moment. Here was a proof that Accursi 
had at least communicated part of his se^ 
cret affiiirs to his friend. 

" You were acquainted, I doubt not, 
signor, with all the proceedings of our de- 
parted relative?" 

'* Delia Bardia concealed nothing from 
me, I believe," was the reply, 

•• Indeed T said the countess, evidently 
discomposed; but soon recovering, she 
continued — '' As one of his nearest con- 
nexions, it will probably be my melan- 
choly duty to arrange his affairs, and I 
shall feel infinitely obliged by your kind 
assistance, signor, in making the final dis- 
position of them.** 
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The Greek expressed his sense of the 
honour conferred upon him by the confi- 
dence of the countess. 

** Some of the joint inheritance," she 
said, ** which Acci!irsi and myself received 
from the elder Luchese still remains, and 
in consequence of his death, would devolve 
upon me ; but I know no means of be- 
stowing it which will accord with my own 
sense of your services, signor, and with 
what perhaps would have been the wish 
of Delia Bardia, as in requesting you 
would consider it as a legacy to yourself." 

The count, astonished for an instant at 
this generosity, was eloquent in his thanks, 
but almost immediately considered that it 
was, in all probability, intended as a bribe 
for some services to be hereafter required. 

** It will be necessary," said the coun- 
tess, with some hesitation, " to procure 
all the papers and documents my ill-fated 
kinsman has left. Perhaps, signor, you. 
may have some in your possession which 
may assist in completing the necessary ar-. 
rangeuients, and if you will have tlie 
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goodness to transfer them to me, the af- 
fkirs may all be speedily settled.** 

•* That my friend Delia Bardia has left 
documents in my hands," replied the wily 
county ** is a fact I am willing to confess 
to your excellenza ; but how far I may be 
justified in giving them up at present, I 
Icnow not. Your proposal requires some 
consideration on my part, and an exami- 
nation of the papers themselves. As soon 
as things are in a more quiet state, I will 
inspect what documentsi hold,and^ve you 
the necessary information upon thesubject," 

He fixed his eye upon the countenance 
of the lady as he spoke ; her colour chan- 
ged, and she averted her face in confusion. 
— ^* It is no matter, signer," she said, with 
.some disorder ; " I had hoped to find you 
more obliging in the business, which 
would probably have been as much to your 
own interest as to mine ; but I do not ap- 
prehend the papers in your possession are 
of any very great importance." 

" From the manner in which they were 
.confided to my charge, I doubt not but they 
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relate to matters of some import,'' answer- 
ed count Giorgio; " but I can refort farther 
upon them after I hare inspecfced them." 

** And where are these documents now 
deposited ?*• 

^ They are in perfect safety, signora, and 
beyond the re«sh of accidents." 

Are they in your own hands ?^ 
They are not with me in Sdacca." 

The countess was fearful of betraying 
too great an interest in the affidr, yet lier 
anxiety to ascertain the extent of her dan- 
ger made her stiil continue her inquiries. 

** You are not aware then of the con- 
tents of these documents, signor ?" 

** Not entirely, madame, though GOf»- 
jecture enables me to form some idea of 
them ; but as I may possibly be mistaken, 
you will, I trust, excuse my not being 
mons explicit." 

" They very probably allude to the 
affairs of Luchese^ and will perhaps be 
necessary in the adjustment of that 
business," said the countess. ** If you 
Would entrust them to me, count GiorgiOs 
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for a short time, I should not be dilatoty 
in repayii^ the obligation, and will re- 
turn them when called for.'' 

^ The instant I have made myself mai^ 
ter of their contents, they shall be at the 
service of your excellenza, if, consistently 
with my honour, I can part finom them.** 

^ Yon must be awar^ signor conde," 
continued the persevering lady, ** that 
thare are in all families various domestic 
arrangements, which it is uncomfortaUe 
to all parties to have disdosed to those 
who are not deeply interested in th^n, 
and such may be the case with the papers 
Aceursi has deposited in your hands. I 
would willingly redeem them unread, at 
any price, or at least must be most anx- 
ious to know where they are deposited, in 
caae^ of accidents to yourself, which Hea- 
ven forbid, as you wish tiiiem not to Ml 
into odier hands, I |»e|ume, than those 
in which Delia Bardia himself has placed 
thefn.** 

The bribe ^us held out might have 
purchased the accordance of the Greek to 
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any terms, but he hoped ta get the lady 
more completely in his power, and was 
not fully aware of tlie strength of those 
ties by which he held her in subjection. 

** The solemn pledge which I have given 
to my lamented friend upon this sul^ect, 
IS my only motive for not complying in- 
stantly with the wish of yom excellenza/' 
he replied^ ** and whatever may be the 
contents of them, I trust you may rely upon 
my honour and secrecy^ in thdr being 
buried in oblivion as deeply as if commit- 
ted to the flames unopened.** 

** I possess both the means and inclina- 
tion to be grateful, count Giorgio^ for aiiy 
obligation you may confer, though you 
still object to favour me, in the highest 
possible way, by the immediate restoration 
of the deeds : but you have not yet relieved 
. my mind from its natural anxiety respect- 
ing the present place in which these secret 
records are kept.** 

" That they are perfectly secure yoiir 
excellenza may rely : more I am not per- 
mitted to say.** 
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The countess was disiqipointed and pro* 
voked; but it was not expedient for her to 
irritate the count ; and after a few more 
fruitless efibrts at discovery^ she desisted 
for the present, and entered upon general 
topics of conversation. 

'' The baroness della Bardia has, I pre* 
sume, been informed of the death of her 
lord ?" said the Greek. 

" The continued state of bustle and fa- 
tigue in which all our attendants have 
been kept by the funerals of the baroness 
Solanto mid Gilberto, have prevented don 
Sigismund hitherto from having any com- 
munication with his sister ; but I believe 
Jt is his intention to invite her over short- 
ly to Bivonia, and there too the obsequies 
of Delia Bardia are celebrated; but I 
. doubt not Francisca will prefer returning 
to her convent" 

^' It is melancholy to think of such 
charms being sacrificed to the rigour of a 
monastic life,"* said the count. 

" It has always been my daughter's 
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cfaoibcv and now, I doubt not, but it will 
be stifl nkoie earnestly so, since h^ en- 
gagemetit has ended so fatally."^ 

*^ The repugnance of the ladjr to her 
maftrimoDia^ connexion appeared extreme^" 
replied the Greek ; *• Iwit it might be ti- 
midity and reserve incidental to her se-^ 
eluded education/' 

^^ She has always expressed the wannest 
admimtion for the retirement of Santa Ca- 
terina, and I would not willingly induce 
her again to quit it,** was the answer of 
the lady ; and after a few minutes more of 
unimportant conversation, the count re- 
tired to reflect on the events (^ the in- 
terview, and the countess Caltaibellotta 
to devise means to circumvent his pur- 
poses, and wrest the documents from bis 
possession. Upon the subject of Pietro 
slie h^d not ventured to make any inqui- 
res; but she had convinced herself that 
upon the wary Greek her chief care must 
now be placed, either to purchase his si- 
lence, or secure him by death or imprision- 

ent from betraying her. 
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Iritdligetloe of the probeedii^s of the 
viceroy was not long in readiing count 
Loina and kk partisanflt who lost no time 
in prepafing for resistance, by strengtheil- 
ing, in every possible way, thie fortifica* 
tions <^' bis castle at Bivonia, whither he 
removed with all hn friends and adherent^,, 
bis ranks having been considerably re- 
cruited by the numbers wlio had joined 
him after the fall of douGiacomo. The bdy 
Costanaa di Solanto was also conveyed to 
the &nrtress»and again Adriano vehemently 
pressed tlie celebration of the nuptials; 
but the health of Costan2a appeared to 
have suffered considerably from the late 
events^ and Sigismund was too sincerely 
attached to her, notwithstanding the treats 
ment be received, to proceed to any mea- 
sures which might tend to increase her 
malady^ or risk her life, which he feared 
would be the consequence of using fbrce„ 
to a spirit so high and independent* He 
therefore resisted all the arguments of 
Adfiano^ and even reproached him for the 
ill success of some of the previous schemes 
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he had devised for bringii^ die union to 
the wished-for conclusion. 

Peralta had long been accustomed to 
bear with the violence and hasty temper 
of his kinsman^ but his end was now 
gained. He had, through his means, ob- 
tained a full and complete revenge against 
the baron Pandolfina, and n^her the ties 
tof kindred, tlie bonds c^friettdship,. or the 
jcalts of honour, would have kept him longer 
with the party, who . he perceived were 
approaching the end of their prosperous 
career, could he have made a separate 
treaty for himself, and by bettfayk^ ihe 
.cause of which he had been the ori^nal 
suppwt, have gsuned advantageous, terms; 
but it was understood that the most in- 
flexible justice would follow the victory of 
their opponents, and that none Would be 
received to mercy w1k> bad been concern- 
ed in the various acts of assassination 
committed during the insurrection. His 
safety, therefore, like that of the rest of the 
party, comyisted only in a strict union of 
their forces, by which they might compel 
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the vicei^^Bl oommandafs to comipromise 
the sffidr, and pass a genend act of am- 
nesty ; and although the baron Adriano 
liad not now the same motives and pu j* 
poses in view, as liad hitherto induced 
him to submit to the humours <^ count 
Lfuna, still he considered it politic to keep 
on terms with him ; and aftar a slight^ 
though with him unusual remonstrance, 
he bore the reproaches of his chieftain 
quietly^ and offered little . contradiction 
to the complaints allied against htm. 

On the tidings of the approaeh of the 
troops being^ brought, the most vigorous 
preparations were made ; the whole of the 
spoil was removed by its different posses* 
sors to Bivonia, as the most secure asylum, 
and all who had ranged themsdves be- 
neath the banners of Luna and Peralta; 
knowing that their existence depended on 
their courage and exertions, made.j^ady 
for the storm with aU the sf if it they poar 
sesscd. 

It was determined that they should cn^ 
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desvoiir, by stri&ang a panic mto thefr 
enemiety to indace them to listen ta terms, 
before the strength of the respective par- 
ties oould be brought to a trial, and by 
not waitii^ the attadt^ shew bowlittte 
they feared the powers which could be 
brought against them. 

Calandrino^ Fktro Inibntanetta, and 
count Giorgio, vcdunteered their services 
in conducting an ambuscade. Their offer 
was accepted^ and a position taken up in 
a narrow pass amongst the hills between^ 
Castronovo and Sdacca, from wlience,. 
after having done what injury they could 
to the advanced guard of tteir adversaries,, 
they might, with little difficulty, escape 
to the skelter of Bivonia. 

The Impmal troops, unsuspecting any 
danger, and relying upon the terror their 
approach would excite among the irebels, 
advanced m an ungu^ed and disorderly 
manner; and had not the partisans of Lu- 
na be«i premature in their attack, might 
have received a severe How ; but the sig* 
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na! 'Was given injudiciously early, and be- 
fore any considerable number had entered 
the pass. 

A panic seized the advancing army, and 
they retreated towards the main body» 
leaving thirty of their mimber dead upon 
the field. Federico and Gaetano were 
amongst the first to rally the flying sol- 
diers, and leading them back gallantly ta 
the charge, tbehr enemies retired firom 
their position, and succeeded in reachmg 
Bivonia without any loss. 

The Imperial forces advanced without 
^ny farther interruption to Sciacca, dc- 
taching a sufficient body 'to watch the ma^ 
tions of the enemy, and guard the ave- 
nues to the fortress, to prevent the future 
assaults or flight of the garrison^ A mes- 
senger was dispatched by count Lama to 
the commander of the forces, but he was. 
instantly sent baek, with an order for the 
unconditional surrender of the place, and 
all the offbnders» and denouncing the se^ 
verest punishment against those who re- 
The Uvea of those who had not been 
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immediately oanoamed in the murders of 
FeroUo, Statella, or Ferrara^ or in open 
arms against them, were the only excep- 
tions made, and even these were not to 
be grantedp if they remained in the fortress 
after the summons to surrender had been 
r^ected. 

This miswer shewed a firmness which 
count Luna did not expect from the ge- 
neral after the success he had obtained;- 
and the desertion of the barone del Nadore 
during the night produced a general sen-^ 
satioti throughout the garrison, which 
.augured ill for the steadiness of their reso- 
lution* Del Nadore had indeed^ not ap- 
pe^ired personally in any of the acts of hos- 
tility ; but he had been amongst the first 
to Join the standard of count Luna. He 
had quitted his post as a magistrate of the 
city, and during the whole proceeding,, re- 
mained with the party as their aider and 
abettor. This he now pretended to say 
was paerely an act of self-preservation^ he 
called every saint to witness the remon- 
strances he had made to don Sigismund» 
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and the dangers he had run in opposing 
his outrageous proceedings, and with the 
most abject meanness implored that bis 
life might be ^ared, under any circum- 
stances, however severe, whidi the cle- 
liiency of the viceroy chose to decree. 

As the baron bad not stained his hands 
in the blood wiiich was shed, he might be 
included in the promise made by the ge- 
nerali and it was iiot considered politic to 
act with severity to the first deserter who 
had obeyed the summons, and submitted 
hinaself peaceably. It was hoped and ex- 
pected tbat the example of a person of 
Del Nadore's rank, thus coming over and 
shewing the bad opinion he had of the 
cause in which he was engaged, might 
have great weight with the inferior sol* 
diery ; and the barohe was accordingly re- 
ceived to mercgr, and publicly conducted 
through the streets of the dty to a place 
of security, till bis future destiny could be 
properly determined. 

The feelings of Federico^ on approach* 
ing Sciupca^ weise sudi as all must oompas* 



S34 TRX FCUXIS OF 

sionates and the most ocmaiderate attention 
was shewn him by all the offieefs. He 
oauldnot but remember how reoeiitlj lie 
had viewed its ^ distant ^ires," with such 
buoyant feelings of del^ht and hope as 
his present distress told him he should 
feel no more; and perhaps his presenti- 
ments were right; for even when time 
has taken off the keen edge of scvrow^ joy 
does not necessarily suceeedi and there is 
in youth itself a ciqMbility of brilliant hap- 
piness, of which no successes in after life 
can ever bring a repetition. When we 
have lived long, and learned how often 
we welcome what it were better to reject, 
we eonsider beibre we rejoice ; and while 
we consider tihe first bright hue of pleasure 
has passed away, and though we may be 
gainers by our gratifications being more 
lasting, stiU it is uncertain whether we do 
not, in the loss of omr enthusiasm to enjoy 
them^ pay too costly a price for their du- 
rability. 

Pignatelli rode by the side of his friend; 
it was too soon to attempt eonsolation, and 
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he felt fer him in sileiioe. As they OBme 
within flight of Perollo Castle^ Federioo 
looked at Gaetano^ and pointed to the 
dismantled towers; he could not speak, 
but his look was eloquent in grief. 

When they entered the city» the change 
was still greater in the appearance of every 
thing around than could have been ima- 
gined ; instead of the beautiful dty they had 
ridden through a month beftwe, where all 
was hfe^ wealth, and bustle, they now saw 
ruins in every direction ; the roofs, whidi 
had echoed to sounds of gladness at tibeir 
ap|MM)adi, were now tenantless or destroy* 
ed, Federico's thoughts could scarcely 
for a moment wander from his loved and 
murdered father, and Sciacca seemed to 
him like one vast tomb to his memory ; 
his m«ily figure, q^lendid costume, and 
cheerful countenance, as he had ao often 
seen him in these now-deserted streets, 
seemed, in his mind's eye, perpetually op^ 
posed to the degrading condition in whidi 
his lifeless form had so lately traversed 
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these same paths ; and, in th6 agony of his 
feelings, he thought that one great sacri- 
fice of all connected with Luna and Fe- 
ralta, would be too small a revenge for his 
father's individual wrongs. 

Their headquarters, while the troops 
remained in Sciacca^ it had been previous- 
ly agreed, should be at the house of Fran- 
cisco Perollo (one of the giurati who had 
escaped) ; and when they arrived there, 
the distress of Federioo had arisen to such 
a height, that Gaetano feared for his senses^ 
and determined not to let him see the ba- 
roness in that state; he therefore requested 
him to wait while he sent a messenger to 
don Paolo, that his too-sudden appearance 
•might not overpower his mother, and dur- 
ing the interval this gave him, endeavour- 
ed to sooth him to more composure. 

Don Paolo came to them instantly, and 
as Federico threw himself into his arms, 
he s^id — " Oh, what a home am I return- 
ed to ! Why, why did I go away ? why 
did I leave him whom I ought to have 
died to save ?'* 
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^* Calm yourself, my dear child," said 
don Paolo, in a voice scarcely audible 
from emotion, *' and do not add to what 
you must feel by useless and undeserved 
self-reproaches ; rather thank Heaven, 
which mercifully ordained that you should 
be preserved as a stay to your widowed 
mother and her orphaned children, and a 
chief, under whose banners your father's 
death may be avenged, and your family, 
again collected in peace. In all our trials, 
there is always something to be thankful 
for. The child of your friend, don Gae- 
tano^ now more than repays her adopted 
mother's kindness, and the comfort she 
has been to her, in this season of affliction, 
has been far greater than any which hu- 
man wisdom could have devised. Now 
compose yourself, Federioo; we will go 
to your mother. Do not agitate her by 
your grief; her own is sufficient ; but she 
bears it, as indeed she does every thing, 
with the patience of a woman, and the 
fi^tude of a man. I only fear, when I 
witness it, that such grief will not soon 
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yield. Signor PignateUi, do not leave us; 
your presence, after the first few minutes, 
will relieve us all, and the support you 
will be to the spirits of her children can- 
not fail to communicate itsd^T to the heart 
of the baroness.** 

When they reached Santa Martha, Fe* 
derico could scarcely support himself, and 
when shewn to the apartment where his 
mother was alone, he felt at first unable to 
enter ; but at last making a violent eSbrt 
for composure, he opened the door. The 
alteration which her sufferings had made 
in her appearance was so great, that not- 
withstanding the fiill occupation of his 
thoughts, he started with alarm at the 
sight. She tried to rise from her seat 
when she saw her son, but could not, and 
he could only throw himself on his knees 
before her, dasp her in his arms, and give 
way to the bitterness of sorrow. 

The instant that Federico left them, don 
Paolo had inquired for Marguerita and the 
dhildren ; she was very mudi afiected at 
seeing Gaetano ; with him . always emae 
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the remembnuMse of her fitfaor, and the 
affectioD he had e j nnc a e d fiir Idai; and 
this WM not a time fiir such dniigi to 
he forgpU'&EL Maignetita, like all die 
rest of the party, was fided fagr watdtiti^ 
and tears; but Gaetano thought her 
paleness now better than beauty, and fUt 
his intarest in her increased beyond mea- 
sure in his short but eventful absenoe. 
The respectful tenderness of his manner 
towards her was more gratrful now than 
it could ever have been before, and was 
more expressive than any professions he 
could have made. 

After a very short time, don Paolo 
proposed their going to tfie barcHiess— 
*^ This first interview with Federioo," he 
said, *^ must he too painful to both of them, 
for us to leave it long uninterrupted, and 
all togethw we shall be less distressing 
than any one singly." 
. When Gaetano appeared, it caused the 
baroness a violent struggle with her feel- 
ings to obtam any thing like sel^posses- 
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8ion ; years can pass in thought with such 
rapidity, that while he walked a few paces 
towards her, she had reviewed his arrival 
at the Casa di PeroUo, seen again the joy- 
ous welcome and animated delight of Pan- 
dolfina, and compared them with the 
frightful reverse which now presented it- 
self; and, as Gaetano stooped to kiss her 
hands, he felt her tears fall silently on 
his head, and that she trembled exceed- 
ingly. 

For a .minute all were silent; there 
seemed no safe subject to talk of; those 
present did but recall the remembrance of 
the absent, and of all the absent, they 
could think of none but Fandolfina. 

At ler^th Gaetano ventured to make 
some remark upon public affairs, and don 
Paolo exerted himself to inquire about the 
probability of peai^, and to support some 
sort of conversation, while Marguenta en- 
deavoured to amuse the children, and pre- 
vent their asking any unfortunate ques- 
tions, or giving to their brotibier. and bis 
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friend xxy detank whidi mold 
th^ mother. 

Conversation ra ssdi a party must ne- 
cessarily languish, where the thoughts of 
all are directed to the one subject, which 
each fisels must not be mentioned; but 
the constraint at sudi times is but adding 
another pang, and gradually the objects cf 
thdr thoughts were brought to view, and 
they talked of the troops and the com* 
manders, and the projected attack upon 
Bivonia ; and as tlie baroness became sen* 
sible to fear for Federico's safety, her heart 
told her how much she still had to lose, 
and she almost felt her tears less bitter, and 
her bosom less oppressed* 

They all seemed to have gained scmia 
degree of composure, when some one en- 
tered the apartnlent, and addi-essed Fed^ 
rico as baron Pandolfina ! It was the first 
time they had heard it. Federico covered 
his &ce with his hands, and sobbed audi* 
bly. The baroness seemed fainting ; ^|ar* 
^erita hastened to her, but she said— • 

VOL, IV, M 
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^ No, my love, I am better; I must get 
used to this ; the shock I have outlived 
must render all others comparatively 
light** 

It was long before the party regained 
the appearance of tranquillity; but the 
exertions of Gaetano, Marguerita, and don 
Paolo, in some degree succeeded, and the 
remainder of the day passed in calm and 
melancholy endeavours of all parties to 
lighten the burthen which eadi was com- 
pelled to bear. In the evening a council 
of war was held, -to which i:he two young 
men and d<Hi Paolo were summoned; it 
having been the strict command ci the 
viceroy, thateveiy possible attenticmshould 
be shewn to Federico, and to all the friends 
of the late gallant chieftain of the house 
of PeroUo. 

The giurati of the city were in the first 
instance displaced from their offices, md 
orders given for the immediate apprehen- 
sion of their persons, with the exception 
of Frandsco Ferollo. Pietro Laurifiki, 
and his companions, Baldasare and Taly- 
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avia^ who had concealed themftelire^ w^ve 
feund goihy for their ccmanliee in deleft- 
ing their posts, and leaving don GiaeDino 
and Stateila unsupported hf the arma (vf 
the citiz^is, by wbidi^ tfiey might hai«e 
been in all probability safely defended. 

It was also determined that the troops 
should rest for a day or two, leaving the 
avenues to Bivonia guarded so effectually 
as to prevent the escape of the insurgents, 
and then by a general assault endeavour 
to carry the fortress. 

To encourage the soldiers, the plunder 
was promised them ; and the panic exdted 
by the unexpected attack upon them on 
their way, was soon dissipated in the de- 
sire of an opportunity to get such a booty. 
Orders were given through the whole 
body, that any ladies who might be met 
with in the castle should be treated with 
the utmost respect, and instantly con* 
ducted to the general. 

Don Paolo, in consequence of having 
surrendered himself a prisoner to the party 

MS 
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of don Sigismund, could not act in hos- 
tility to them; but no entreaties were able 
to prevent Federico from joining in the 
expedition^ to revenge the outrages com- 
mitted against his father. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



^#^»»i»»^»#^^#^^< 



And flame for flamey and blood for blood, must tell, 
The tide of triumph ebbs that flowed too well. 

Lord Btron. 

« 

During the two days which the troops 
remained in Sciacca, to recover from the 
&tigue of their . rapid march from Mes- 
sina, the party of don Sigismund lost $e-. 
veral of their number by desertion* The 
rejection of all terms but those of uncon- 
ditional surrender, instead of exciting the 
courage of desperation, had depressed the 
spirits of the men, and count Luna now 
felt the loss of the gallant Luchese, the 
undaunted boldness of Accursi d'Amato, 
and the intrepid coolness of Gilberto, 
which were but ill supplied by the vacil* 
kting irresolution of Maurici> the crooked 
policy of Adriano, and the rash and ill- 
directed impetuosity of Calogero Calan*. 
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drinOy who were now his prindpal ad- 
visers. 

During the attack upon PeroUo, he had 
lost the flower of his troops, and the men 
who had since joined him were a loose 
undisciplined multitude, impatient of con- 
trol, and uninfluenced by loi j other feel- 
ing than that of personal safety, and pre- 
pared to accept any terms by which their 
Mves could be spared. 

The vigour of the first prep«»^ons haA 
subsided in a short time, and thou^ liie 
success of the ambuscade had in some de- 
gree raised their courage, yet it IbS again 
upon (fhe reply returned to ^e count hy 
Itie commander of the forces, and an uni- 
versal gloom hung over the late fzium- 
phant insurgents. 

Don Sigtsmund persevered in Ins reso-- 
lution to defend himsdf to the krt mo- 
ment, and indignantly rejected the advice 
of Adriano to endeavour to escape to 
Kome^ and there plead in. person for the 
intercession of Clement in his&vour. Pew 
ndta would willingly have persuaded hia 
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kmsmap to «hidop K^oma and hheon* 
ne%Mms tbae to tlie ^engeuKse of the 
vioetoy, and bjr teoaring their awn per* 
sons, to firesc r ve a remnant of the house 
of Luna and Peialta fiom die extermi* 
nation with wfaidi it was threatened. 

At length the daj arriTed whidi was 
destined to decade the fiite of Bivoiiia. 
The troops mardied soon after midnight 
fiom Sciaeea, in high spirits fiom the an- 
tidpation of the booty they hoped to ac* 
quire, and encouraged by the represen- 
tations of the deserters, with the expec- 
tation of no difficult conquest* 

The assault was commenced with un« 
daunted resolution, and for tf time die 
conflict was miuntained with a resistance 
unexpected by the assailants. At length 
however a breach was effected. Federico 
and Gaetano rushed in at the head of the 
conquerors, and the partisans of Luna 
gave way in every direction; Grcronima 
Cakndrino fell by the hand of PeroI1o» 
who sought ei^^ly in the thickest of the 
fig^t to meet with Luna himself. The 
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person of Adriano vras secured by Gae* 
tano ; and Si^smund, after beholding the 
extinction of his hopes and the carnage of 
hisl friends, escaped through a secret pas- 
sage which led beyond the castle wallsw 

Aniongst the slain were Geronimo Ca- 
laiidrino, Pietro Imbii^ia, and Infbnta* 
tanetta* Calogero Cakndrino was made 
prisoner after a desperate resistance, and 
having received nomberless- wounds* 
Count Giorgio was discovered in a pri- 
vate apartment; but it did not appear 
from whom he received his death. One 
deep wound in the back, as if inflicted 
upon him in his flight, was the only mark 
upon his person ; and it was not the cha- 
racter of the Greek to turn his face from 
danger : his fate however was almost un- 
noticed in the general slaughter, and the 
short-lived wonder it excited was soon for- 
gotten. 

The principal captives were Adriano, 
Marco Luchese, the two brothers of Im- 
biagnia, and several nobles, who had at- 
tached themselves to the party of count 
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Liiina. Tliey were aB imHtediately march- 
ed under a strong guard to Sciaeca,. and 
lodged in the prisons of the city. 

With frantic impatience, PeroDo had 
cut his way through all opposition ; the 
remembrance of his wrongs gave him re» 
sistless strength, and he was also fighting 
for the release of Costanza from persecu* 
tion and captivity. Pignatelli kept aa 
near to his friend as possible during the 
conflict, and whithersoever they directed 
theiF steps, the enemy fell before them. 
The instant the castle was giuned, and the 
insurgents had ceased from opposition, 
Federico demanded of a prisoner where 
count Luna had confined his captives? 
The man himself could give no informa* 
ticn, but offered to point out some one 
who could, and directed Federico to an 
elderly man who W9S a confidential ser- 
vant of count Luna. Perollo inquired if 
lie could direct him to the apartment of 
the captive. 

After some hesitation, he was answered 

in the affirmative. 

3 
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^Cmdwi me thStbtr imtantijr said 
the im(!frtM5t FeroUa 
'' I have not tbe kejrs of the tower^ 

MgDor* 

''We want no keyg; point oat the 
W8y» and we will remoire every obstadeJ* 

The man led to tbe interior of the 
bui)ding» and aaonding the staixeew of 
one of the towers most remote from the 
point of atttdc abewed a high and mas* 
live door, whieh waa firmly fastened, and 
resisted all the efforts of Federioo and 
Gaetano. They summmied some of their 
men* and* after a Uttle trouble, succeeded 
in ^M'eiiig the door. 

f There is one prisoner, signor, confined 
in the prindpal diamber of this tower, 
and another in the dungeons beneath,^ but 
I know of no more in the castle.'* 

Federico scarcely listened to the speaker, 
butlSew forward the instant the fastenings 
were removed, to assure his Costanza of 
her liberty and safety ; he threw open the 
inner door with the eagerness of a lover, 
and beheld, not Costanza, but her father, 



Cfae Imvoo diSabofD, akne^ waiiwm&^ 
in anxioiis MtnHiJiinriit the event of tbe 

4 

tunmltB wUdi ngoi miBd \m fnsoB. 

** SigBor PcraHoi.* Ik cxdaiiDedp ^ and 
Fignatefli foaf Tlicinanil Mgmkre^band 

to Kberty.*^ 

^ Where is donmi Cartsnsw signer?^ 
asked PeroDo^ hastily. 

^ Anywhere, I trust, but in diis abode 
of violmoe and tyianny.^ 

^ We most seek her instantly^ or count 
Luna may attem^ to remove her b^ond 
the power d rescue.* 

** Is it possiUe»" exclaimed the baron^ 
'* that Sigismund di Luna knew of my 
imprisonment, or extended his outrages 
to my unprotected child ?^ 

** We have no time at present,* signer^ 
for explanations ; let us seek the 6igiK)ira 
without delay*" 

^ The man who guided us hither^** said 
Pignatelli, ** mentioned another captive^ 
who was inclosed in the dungeon be« 
neath.** 

" Surely not. even the barbarity of 
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Luna could have omsigned the signora dR 
Solanto to such a place,** replied Fede- 
rico ; ** but we will ascertain it speedily." 

Having forced the doors to the dark 
recess under the tower, they reached the 
melancholy cell of a beh^ whose appear- 
ance was scarcely human ; squalid miser}% 
in all its extremest horrors, was depicted 
in the unhappy creature, who was found 
chained to the wall of this dark and dreary 
prison. ITie appearance of his deliverers 
produced a wild and inarticulate cry, which 
made them at first fear for his senses. 

Perollo waited to inquire no farther, 
and Gaetano commanding every care to 
be taken c^ the miserable victim, followed 
his friend and the baron Solanto to the 
cdurt above. Federico now seemed wild 
with anxiety, and impatiently made his 
way, still attended by the baron and Pig- 
natelH, to the great hall of the eastle, 
wliene tlw general was ^ving orders for 
the pursuit of Sigismund, who had es- 
caped during the tumult. A group of 
officers surrounded him, and by his side 
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stood a female in deep mourning and 
dofiely veiled. 

As the three gentlemen . entered, she 
turned her head, and exclaiming^*'* My 
father ! oh, my father !" burst through the 
crowd, and in an instant was hanging on 
the neck of the baron Solanto. 

** I had intended this fair prize for you, 
baron Pandolfina,'' said the commander ; 
*' but she seems to have discovered one 
who has claims to which all others must 
give place,'* 

Costanza wept for some minutes in her 
father's arms, who, as he clawed her to his 
bosom, was scarcely less afTected* 

•* Where is your mother, my beloved 
child ?" he asked with some hesitation. 

Costanza looked at her mourning dres^ 
and a fresh burst of sorrow told the me^* 
lancholy tale. 

** The present scene is not calculated 
for explanations, signer," said the com- 
mander, ** and we can afford you, I fear, no 
means of privacy ; but an escort toSciacci^ 
IS instantly at your service, and the sooner 
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the lady is Ktnoved from this place the 
better ; you will command in all things 
tny assistance. My orders are to raze this 
fortress to the gioand, and to secure the 
persons of count Luna and his adherents. 
The count has, I am sorry to say» escaped 
us for the present ; but I have s^oit out 
parties in all directions, and trust we shall 
still capture the chief of these daring in- 
surgents." 

Solanto oould only comprehend part of 
this address, but he expressed hb thanks, 
to tlie officer, and looking towards Cos* 
tanza, she implored him to take her to the 
baroness Pandolfina. 

•• My mother,'' said Federico, •* has 
found an asylum at the oonveirt of Santa 
Martha, and with all the welcome she 
can now give^ will most readily receive 
the lady Costanza into her company of 



mourners.** 



A lettiga was prepared without delay, 
and in it the baron Solanto and his daugh- 
ter proceeded towards Sciacca^ accorapa^ 
nied by Perollo, Pignatelli^ and a small 
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pwtjr of the cavahy . As t^iiejr were 
quitting Blvoiiia» one of the people ill 
whose hands the wretched captive had 
been left, approached to speak teFedOi^ 
rico. 

^ The person you ^ve into our cua^ 
tpdy» signor, offers to confess some secret 
of importance."* 

'' Let him then be eondueted to the 
generaU who will act as he thinks proper^*^ 
replied PeroUo^ as he hastened s^r the 
lettiga 

On their way to Sciaeca, Costanza nar*^ 
rated» as intelligibly as she could, the events 
which had succeeded her father's sudden 
and mysterious departure, the shock it 
had given to her mother'a healthy the 
kindnesa of the Perollo family, and the 
dreadful catastrophe which bad rendered 
their hospitable mansion no longer her 
abodH. Of the eonduct of Luna«, she 
could not thkik with composurei, and the 
mention of her mother's death caused eon« 
nderable intemiptkm to her tale, both from 
her own distress imd that of her &ther« 
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Up(H) the first rumour of danger, Luna 
bad caused her to be conveyed to Bivonia, 
and though treated with the greatest re- 
spect, yet she was watched with the cau- 
tion of a prisoner. Upon the approach of 
the troops to the attack, don Sigismund 
had sought her apartment, and in the 
most passionate terms implored her pity 
and forgiveness ; entreating that if he fell 
in the ensuing action, she would endea- 
vour to eftace from her memory the of- 
fences which his love had induced Mm to , 
commit 

Costanza, weak and dispirited, implored 
him in a manner which she had not betbre 
condescended to assume, that if he hoped 
for any diminution in her indignation, be 
would relieve her anxiety respecting her 
father. Luna was overpowered by his 
emotion, and trembled violently; Cos- 
tanza renewed her supplications. H^ was 
about to reply, when he was summoned 
to the defence of his castle, and a peal of 
wdnance hurried him away to the walls 
without a moment for explanation^ 
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The daughter of Solanto had awaited 
in the extremest agitation the event of 
the attack, for she still hoped that the 
conoiplete subjugation of Luna and hisi 
party would throw some light upon the 
mysterious loss of her father ; and when 
the count was no longer present, the im--. 
pression which his anguish had at the time 
made upon her feelings, faded before the 
recollection of her mother's death, the 
murder of Perollo, the agony she suffered 
on her fether's account, and all the train 
of sorrows which had been brought v>n by 
the violence of her persecutor. She there* 
fore ardently prayed that victory might 
crown the party of the assailants. 

The clang of arms in the interior* and 
the cessation of the artillery, proclaimed 
the entrance of the troops. All her at* 
tendants, c^xcept old Beatrice, had fled; 
and when the uivaders burst into her room» 
she was found endeavouring to suppcMrt 
her faithful nurse, who was neaily dead 
with terror. The men wIk) were entering 
paused at the doorway t . and assured lier» 
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that tliej had strict orders to sfaew the 
kdies in the castle every possible respect, 
and begged to be allowed to conduct her 
to the general. 

Costanza oomplied without hesitation, 
and was eondocted to the great haD, where 
she was recdlved with every attention by 
the commander, who was just informing 
her that the young baron Pandolfina was 
anxiously seeking her, when Federico en- 
tered the hall, followed by her father and 
Gaetano. 

In her first moments of joy at meeting 
her lost parent, the daughter of Sdanto 
had paid little attention to Perollo, wha 
did not intrude upon her notice^ but felt 
happier than he had done for scmhc time, 
in thus contributing to her release, and 
restoring her to the protection of her fa- 
ther; and as he rode by the lettiga, he 
watdied for every opportunity which 
gave bim a view of her features* 

Having satisfied the curtority of the 
baron, Costuiza sought to leam the par* 
tieulars of his sudd^i disappearance froiu 
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the cassina His adventures were soon 
tdbd ; he had been wandering in tlie val- 
ley flit some distance Jrom his own abode, 
when he nnespeetedly felt himself sei»d 
from belnsid by several persons. A doak 
was Hwown over his bead, and he was 
dragged with great rapidity to some c<m« 
saderable distance ; he was then mieovered 
for an instant, when he beheld several 
armed men aroHiid him, and one person 
with the vistar of bis helmet dosed, who 
seemed to be the director of the affair. 
SofaoitD in vmn endeavoured to shake off 
Ins ^assailants ; be was boond, and again 
blindfoyed ; all Us entreaties conld pro- 
duee no explanatiooL He was desired to 
i«niun silent wider pain of death, and 
iseing mounted on a hors^ he was made 
seoure to the pasou who was placed be* 
fore him, and carried, at a funous rnt^ 
for a considerable time. Doraig the whole 
of that night they remained on thehr 
horses, sometimes stationary, as if for the 
purpose of concealment, at others raj^ly 
movuig on. When morning came^ they 
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dismounted, and he was led some short 
distance, when they appeared to be mak- 
ing their way through bushes, over a steep 
and rugged path, and his eyes were for the 
first time uncovered in some subterranean, 
apartment, where refreshment was offered, 
ttid he was allowed to rest several hours, 
surrounded by his guards, from whom he 
oould still gain no intelligence. The per- 
son with his vizor closed never left him 
for an instant, and from his height, and 
the tone of his voice, as he once or twice 
gave orders, Solanto thought he recog- 
nized the baron Adriano ; and as he was 
the only perscxi he could suppose to be 
his enemy in the island, he doubted not 
but he had caused him to be seized, on 
some plan of revenge. It was in vain he 
asked f<M* explanation, and he was obliged 
to resign himself to his fate, trusting to 
the exertions of his friends for his deli« 
very. Towards night he was again blind- 
folded, and led by a winding ascent, as he 
conjectured, throu^ some parts of a large 
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building, to the tower fix>m whence Fe- 
derioo had released him. 

During his long and solitary confine- 
ment, he was treated with attention and 
respect ; but the impenetrable fidelity of 
the person who waited upon him, resisted 
every bribe which could be made, either 
to aid his escape, convey the slightest in- 
telligence to his family^ or even inform 
him where or by whom he was thus kept 
in confinement. Anxiety for the fate of 
bis wife and child, and distress at their 
sufiering for him, weighed heavily on his 
mind, and had begun to affect his health, 
when he was thus providentially restored 
to liberty and peace. 

The baroness received the lady Cos- 
tanza and her father with melancholy sa- 
tis&ction. Her joy at the return of Fede- 
rico, safe and unwounded, was expressed 
in grateful thanks to Heaven, for preserv- 
ing to her this solace and support in her 
affliction ; and having got over the first 
shock of seeing him after the loss of his 
fither, she could not endure to part with 
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himfiom her t^ht; and er^ other ftiend^ 
though they might at the iiist interriew 
caofleapttDgatthereocdlectkxiofthe past, 
yet k was oompamtiYely so idight to what 
she felt when Federieo returned, that the 
effect V9BS not more than her ceim and 
dignifwd resolution eould generaUy con- 
quer; and whatever her own feelings might 
be, she rarely displayed them, or distressed 
others by the sight of her hopdtess mi- 
sery* The attenticMis of Fedmco to Cos- 
tanza were distuit and respectful; yet 
theie was something in them which could 
not escape the observation of the banm 
Sofamto; and it was not long before he 
received from his daughter a candid avowal 
c^ all that had passed; to which he gave 
his moat cordial approbatiofi» but forbore, 
in the recent state of afBiction under which 
all purties had suffered, to allude to or 
notice what he had learned, or what passed 
before him daily. 

Upon the destruction of tibe castle of 
Bivonia^ the civil power proceeded imme- 
dialely to Urn: exercise of their jodidai 
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aatbority. The impri6<»iment of the 
giuiHti wag followed by a general sent^fiee 
against the ci1y» which was declared guilty 
of the crime of kse majesty, for not hav- 
ing aided StateUa .and PeroUo agaiast 
count Luna, who was, with all his adhe^ 
rents, prodaimed rebels against their liege 
lord the emperor, and a reward offered for 
the apprehension of the count,' or any of 
his abettors who might have eluded the 
sewdi of the captors of his fortress. A 
heavy fine was impoaed upon the city, 
and the estates of all the rebels declared 
confiscated to the use of the state. The 
fine was paid without loss of time, and 
Sciaoea absolved from further punishment. 
From ' the confiscated estates it was or* 
dered, that the losses of the baron Pan* 
dolfina, by the demolition and (Sunder of 
his father's castle, should be restored. 

Don Paolo exerted all his power ia 
favour of his fiiend, Ferrante Luchese, 
and procured the mildest sentence which 
could in justice be passed upon him, that 
i^ banishment from bis native country. 
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He had been so distinguished a person in 
every part of the siege, and was so dearly 
oonvicted of having been the first to lay 
hands upon the city * artillery, through 
which the final catastrophe was produced, 
that his fault could not be entirely passed 
over ; he was however restored to his ho- 
nours and estates through the interces- 
sion of don Paolo, whose exertions in his 
favour ceased not after the first cause for 
them had passed away. Erasmo Loria 
also met with slighter punishmait than 
most of the confederates, in consequence 
of an application from Federico on his be- 
half, and he was only sent into temporary 
banishment The barone del Nadore an'^ 
Giovanni Maurici were condemned to per- 
petual imprisonment, and the forfeiture 
of their property. Calandrino, Infonta- 
netta, the baron Adriano, with several 
others, were condemned to sufier by the 
hands of the public executioner: the 
former however died from his wounds in 
prison, and the two latter were from time 
to time reprieved, till their sentence was 
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finally mitigated to sditary ocmfinement 
dining life in the prisons at Messina, with 
the confiscation of ,aH tbdr property. Three 
days after the fidl of IKvonia, a number 
of the inferior tools of the party were 
hanged and quartered, few escaping; from 
the prompt and decisive exertion of the 
administration of justice. 

The countess Caltabellotta had, during 
all these proceedings, remained at the Casa 
di Luna with a few attendants. She had 
beheld with ungovernable fiiry the en- 
trance of the troops into Sciacca, and the 
return of Federico Perollo; every suc- 
ceeding hour brought fresh misfortunes 
in its train — the fall of Bivonia, and the 
flight pf Sigismund, a rebel proscribed 
and abandoned. This seemed the climax 
of her misery ; yet she was destined to 
8vSkr in all its bitterness the retribution 
due for her dark crimes. For some few 
days she remained unmolested at the 
castle, and was only tortured by her un- 
certainty as to the fate of Sigismund, and 
the disgrace and suffering to which her 

VOL. IV. N 
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friends were condemned. But at length 
the thunder burst over her head, and she 
felt all the horrors of her individual situ- 
ation. The sentence of attainder and con- 
ifiscation against count Luna had been suc- 
«oeeded by an order fit>m the ruling powers 
to take possession of his property in the 
name of government. 

Every delicacy was at first shewn to 
the feelings of the countess, but she had 
the grief of seeing the mansion of Luna 
and Peralta, for so many ages the seat of 
tiieir illustrious line, taken possession of 
by the emissaries of a party she abhorred 
and detested; whilst their fortress at Bi- 
vonia, the strength of their family, was 
ruined and destroyed. The seals of office 
were affixed to every remnant of their 
property, and she was about to quit for 
ever the abode which it had been the 
highest ambition of her life to call her 
own. She was awaiting, in an agony of 
grief, the litter which was to convey her 
to a cassino of her own, and contemplat- 
ing, with the extremest feelings of deso- 
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lation, the futuce fate of herself and all 
who were dearest to her upon earth, when 
an officer of justice, accompanied by se- 
veral attendants, entered the apartment. 
She rose fix>m her seat, and with no abate- 
ment of the proud and haughty demea- 
nour which in her brightest' days had 
been so conspicuous in her character, de- 
manded what brought them thus unan- 
nounced into her presence, and indig- 
nantly commanded them to retire. 

'^ I have an order," said the principal 
officer, *' to attach the perscm of Maria, 
countess of Caltabellotta, Bivonia, and 
Sdafeni. to answer for sundry high crimes 
»id misdemeanours." 

'* What r exclaimed the lady, furious 
at the insult, *^ have these Spanish but- 
chers no other victims to drag before 
theii murderous tribunal, that they thus 
seek the unprotected females of Luna and 
Peralta, to punish for high treason against 
the person of Giacomo PeroUo ? Pray 
who are my accusers?" 

« Your ezodlenza," replied the officer, 

N 2 
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** Stands iehtti^ged, up<m ike oonfeHtion of 
Pietto di Form, with various criitie8> whidi 
at that leisme the high jnstieiarieB wiM 
inveabigate. In the aneantinie I liave aii 
order te reknove your person to tiie peni- 
t^itiaiy eoAvent of SiMa Lixda, where 
yoa wiH remain till proceedings oan be 
instituted to inquire properiy into tins 
affidr." 

IVom the moment the name of Pietro 
was mentioned, the spirit of the countess 
sunk into abject de&pondency. She in- 
quired no further, and regarded with suflen 
dismay all that passed around her. 

On arriving at the convent, her person 
was searched, to remove any secret means 
she might possess for seif-d^struction, 
which was apprehended from the known 
violence of her temper. Jewels of im- 
mense value were found upon^ her, whicta 
were instantly tak^i away> sittd £^ nvte 
removed to one of the -dismal eells in the 
most wretched of all abodes^ a penken*- 
tiary convent, and thcire absndoned to kci: 
lonely mecKtafiOtts, wlii<5h sMii pimlaced 
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so powerful an effect upon a mind which 
liad neither innooenoe to support its 
agony, or pataenoe to endure it, that be- 
fore morning the eoontess Caltabellotta 
was a maniac, fiom whidi state^ during 
the remainder of her nuseraUe existence^ 
she never for an instant recovered. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



£Teii4ianded j ostice 



Returns th' ingredients of our poison'd chalice 
To oar own lips. Macbeth. 

When Sigismund perceived that all was 
lost, and the fortress in the hands of his 
enemies, he hurried from the scene of 
contest, and succeeded in gaining the sub- 
terranean passage by which the baron So- 
ianto had been conveyed into the castle, 
the entrance to which was so carefully 
concealed in the building, as to render it 
almost impossible to be discovered. As 
soon as the count had gained this place, 
and secured the doors which led to it, he 
paused for some time to consider the best 
method of securing his ultimate retreat. 
The mouth of the passage, which was at 
some short distance from the castle, re- 
quired an acquaintance with the existenc 
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of the place to make it an object even 
of suspicion ; and it was so well covered 
by a thicket, and huge fragments of rock, 
as to make it difficult to be found by a 
stricter search than was likely to be made 
in the tumult and eagerness with which he 
expected to be pursued. 

One of the great objects of his enemies 
would be, beyond a doubt, to possess 
themselves of his person ; and upon his 
escape depended the future safety of such 
of his partisans as might be so fortunate 
as to survive the general destruction which 
threatened aU connected with the house 
of Luna k Feralta. He therefore deter* 
mined to remain concealed in the cavern 
till the darkness of night might &vour 
his escape, and having from his infancy 
been well acquainted with the surrounding 
country, he hoped, by keeping along va- 
rious tracks in the mountains inaccessible 
to the cavalry, to elude pursuit altogether. 

During the hours he passed in this soli* 
tBJty asylum, the mind of Luna suffered 
all the pangs of remorse, disappointed 
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ambitkm, hopeless knv^ and desponding 
wretdiedness ; so mixed and.yetsoiraried^ 
that there was seafoe a subject oa whidt 
his thoughts oould fix^ whieh was not re- 
plete with angttish and despair. It w«s 
true, he had aooomjdidiied his purpoee to 
the fullest extent, as fiu* as the destruction 
of PeroUo was bis object ; but even in his 
proudest moments of triumph, the re- 
proaches of Luchea^ and the honouxs paod 
to the memory of hh enemy, hsd cknided 
all his enjoyments ; and now that nothing 
remained of all he had lafaouted to efifeet, 
but the sad and heavy punishment for his 
offences, which had already lifted on so 
many of his adherents, and hung over his 
own head, as it were suspended by a ^gle 
hair, be felt the weakness as well as the 
wickedness of bis deeds. Thus to look 
to the past, was to recall only the baneful 
product of his own inhuman revenge^ to 
cx»ijure up the shades g£ Delia Bardia, 
Gilberto, Ferrara, and the multitudes who 
had fallen in his cause, or what was wcf se, 
to remind him of the honours which had 
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been shewn to his enemy, when stripped 
of all those attributes whidi purdiase the 
applause of man. Defeated, murdared, 
and insulted, the body of Fandolfina had 
been as mueh an object of puUie vene* 

lation and respect, as when living in all 

• 

the pomp of splendour and affluence^ 
dealing round him the &yours of govern* 
ment, gnd environed by all the honours 
of popularity and pow» ; whilst he him* 
self, in the hour of victory, had been pur* 
sued by the curses of the people, and the 
reproaches of those whom he loved and 
esbemed. 

If the thoughts of Luna were fixed 
upon the future, there was as little cause 
for hope or satisfaction. He had calcu- 
lated, beyond a doubt, during tlie tide of 
his prosperous fortune, on the success of 
his application to the pope, whose petition 
he thought the emperor could be in no 
ffltuation to resist ; but now that the hour 
was come when this protection was most 
needful^ he felt the insecurity of the hope 
on which be had relied. It was a cour* 

N 3 
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sidenble haisard whether he should escape 
to make the trial, as he was well aware 
that his enemies would endeavour to pre- 
vent him fitom applying to the pontiff; 
and even should he succeed in effecting 
his escape, it was by no means certain 
that the representations of Clement would 
be attended to. He had now adjusted all 
his controversies with the emperor* and it 
was not probable he would again jeopardy 
his state, or risk the event of another 
contest^ ev^i if he were able, in order 
to support so distant a connexion; and 
Charles had in several instances shewn an 
inflexible regard to justice, which no per- 
suasions had be^i able to move. Theie 
was still another subject from which Sigis- 
mund would willingly, if possible, Imve 
diverted his thoughts, namely, the daugh* 
ter of Solanto. 

Cut off fix>m all chance of success with 
her, he now trembled at the thought of 
her b^g in the hands of his moie fortu- 
nate rival ; and when she should discover 
the treatment her &ther had received at 
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his hands, through the instigation of 
Adriano (who had in this, as in every other 
iikstance, made the friendship of Sigis- 
mund a tool to work his own schemes of 
revenge), the influence this must have 
upon her mind would increase her dislike 
of himself. 

A prey to reflections like these, Sigis- 
mund awaited the approach of night. As 
soon as the shades of evening had dark- 
ened the surrounding objects, he ventured 
into tiie thicket, and carefully examined, 
as ftr as he could, the state of things 
around him. The towers of Bivonia were 
stSl red with the glare of the flames which 
had enveloped a considerable part of them, < 
and told but too clearly the fate of his 
^ehds and adherents. Cautiously he 
advanced from the shelter of the thicket, 
and taking his course along the craggy 
side of an adjacent hill, he could distinctly 
hear from the valley below the trampling 
of steeds, and the voices of his pursuers. 
He was well acquainted with every turn 
and winding of the hills, and keeping 
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carefully along the highest and moat diffi«- 
cult passes, he eluded the numerous bands 
who were spread over . the country with 
the hopes of intercepting his retreat. 

The Castle of San Bartoloroeo presented 
to Sigismund the nearest and best asylum 
he could hope to reach, and his unknown 
sisteiv Frandsca was almost the only con- 
nexion with whom he could expect to be 
safe, as her existence was known to but 
few, and those his nearest relatives. Thi- 
ther then he determined to direct his 
course. Several times during his hasard* 
ous journey, he was within so short a 
distance of his pursuers, as clearly to dis- 
tinguish their conversation ; at others he 
was in the greatest danger from the bad* 
ness of the paths through which he took 
his way ; but just as morning dawned^ he 
arrived near the ruined towers of San 
Bartcdomeo, after a long and most i&* 
tiguing march over the worst route which 
could be found through the rugged moun* 
tains of the Val di Mazzara. 

It was with difficulty the count as- 
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oended this palfliway to die castle, so heoriy 
overpowered yns he by fetigue, and had 
the asylum he sought been a short distance 
farther, he could not have reached it* 

Delia Bardia had brought all hia re^ 
tainers to serve his kinsman at Sdaoea» 
and it was not therefore probable that 
th«e were many inhabitants in the &lling 
mansion, and the early hour prevented hia 
being observed by any of the peasantry in 
the adjacent hamlet. Sigismund long 
thundered at the gate without any person 
appearing. At length an did man de^ 
manded from a grated window, who thus 
disturbed the inhabitants of the castle ? 

^^ A messenger from count Luna," he 
readied, ^ who must instantly see the ba**- 
roness ddla Bardia." 

The man withdrew froto the window 
without making any reply, and Sigismund 
was again compelled to wait some tim^f 
and. was renewing his calk for admistion, 
when the old man iqgain appealed, wccowh. 
panied by another person, who repeated 
the questions. Tins proved to be the 
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CBsteUBiiy who had been left by DeUa 
Baidia in diarge of the fortressi and who 
havmg been in Sciacca, knew the person 
of count Luna, but not immediately re- 
cognizing him in the dim light of the 
morning, seemed to heritate as to the pro- 
priety of admitting a stranger. From his 
appearance however he perceived he must 
be some cavalier of rank, and descaiding 
to the great entrance, he slowly unclosed 
die wicket, and admitted the weary fugi- 
tive. Instantly remembering the chief 
upon this nearer view, the castellan ut- 
tered an exclamation of surprise. 

^ Silence !" said Sigismund, pointing to 
the old man who had followed him; 
^ conduct me to some apartment where 
I may rest myself, and inform the baro- 
ness ddla Bardia that a messenger from 
her brother requests an immediate inter- 



view.** 



The castdkn understood the injunc- 
tion, and conducted the count in silence 
to one of the most habitable of the rooms. 
When they had left the old man, Sigis- 
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tnund enjoined the strictest silence on his 
attendant, and commanded him, at the 
peril of his life, to seeure the other man 
from mentioning his arrival beyond the 
walls of the castle ; and as soon as he 
had informed the baroness of his arrival, 
to procure him some refreshment, of which 
he stood in the greatest need. 

Count Luna had always been to the in- 
habitants of San Bartolomeo as a person 
to whom all the emperors and monarchs 
in the universe were far inferior. The 
castellan himself had seen him in Sdacca, 
attended with all the feudal state of Luna 
Castle, beyond which his ideas of worldly 
grandeur could not mount ; and though 
he now came stripped of all external ce- 
remonies, yet there was a dignity in his 
manner, which, united to a knowledge of 
his greatness, caused his commands to be 
received as edicts from a divinity. 

^ Shall I announce your altezza in per- 
son to the baroness ?" asked the man« 

" No,* replied Luna, ** inform her that 
a fiiend of her late lord^ and a messenger 



taO THS TBUP8 OF 

fifom her brother, requests to see her upon 
business of importance." 

The time of Francisca hud pasa^ ui a 
duU uniformity at San Bartolooneo, which 
to any one else would have been the most 
irksome state of e:dstenoe ; but she had, 
from her earliest childhoodt been habituate 
to the strict confinement and dull mono* 
tony of Santa Caterina, and the e;?(qhange 
was scarcely for the worse. The conyer- 
sation of old Beatrice might be less edify- 
ing than that of the nuns^ but it was fre- 
quently more entertaining* and less likely 
to be disturbed by petulant ilI-humour» 
than her former companions. The only 
emplojrments to which she wa3 accus- 
tomed were her beads and her embroi- 
dery, and those were easily continued. 
Bo finn was her reliance on ProTidene^ 
that even antidpatii;^ the rettun of DeUa 
Bardia did not much disturb her compo* 
sure^ and she was resolutely determined 
to undergo any trials, rather thm> abandon 
her intention of devoting herself to the 
cloister. She had learned tiiie death of her 
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pepseGQtor, «Hi amsidfred it as a tnainfest 
instance of the piotection oi her tutebiy 



Awaiting the oommanication with her 
fiENXiilyy who she did not deubt would as- 
^st her in retuniiii^ to Santa Caterina, the 
summons whic^ she now leoeived waa not 
unexpected ; and tiabig fiom bar eouch^ 
where Beatrice had awakened her, she 
prepared with ahcrity to receive the eom- 
mands of her mother or brother by this 
mess^igmv wh(^ she suppoiBed^ was to com* 
xnunicate their decision upon her &tare 
destiny. 

At times die had tdt gnat ansiety^and 
cmiooity to see tiiose: near but unknown 
idatives; yet when she considered tbti m^ 
pandioii wbMi was to take plaeeas aooD as 
an mtifloacy could be finmed^ Ae thought 
it was periiaps more to het peace not to 
create any links which might bind her to 
the world, and excite regrets at partmg 
from it The life of the novice had been 
a constant courae of depirralion, and her 
mind was strengthened by a halnt of sdfi 
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denial, which might have been impossible 
to many oldar and more prudent reasoners 
than Frandflca, and by the various exam- 
ples by whidi her memory was stored, of 
saints^ virgins, confessors, and martyrs, 
who had broken all the ties of natural af- 
fection. and been chromded by the writers 
of their legends for sudi acts of unamiable 
supererogation. 

Count Luna had, during the time she 
prepared herself, obtained such re&esh* 
ment as the castle afforded, and he was 
still at his repast wh^i she entered the 
room, and modestly, but with an air of 
dignity, required the purport of hb visit. 
Sigismund looked at her for a few ino- 
m^its in pleased astonishment, and rising 
fix>m his seat, affectionately approached to 
embrace her, forgetful' that he was to her 
an unknown stranger. Frandsca retreat^ 
in some confusion. 

** Forgive me, my dear sister," he said, 
^* for not first announcing myself as your 
brother, Sigismund di Luna; we meet in- 
deed under bad auspices, but let us hope 
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the clouds which now ohscure the ^ries 
of our house will soon he cleared away, 
and that friendship and afTection may .have 
many years in store, to compensate the 
long estrangement you have suffered from 
your friends and family." 

Frandsca had been totally unused to 
the society of men; Accursi d'Amato 
was the first she had ever had any know- 
ledge of, and from him and count Giorgio 
she had formed such an opinion of them, 
that all the ideas of relationship, the pre- 
possessing appearance of Luna, and his 
gentle and affectionate manner, could not 
at once overcome the influence of her first 
impressions ; and she ajQswered with what 
Sigismund considered coldness and indif- 
ference, and merely said, that she hoped, 
now her tyrant and persecutor was no 
more, she should be allowed to return to 
Santa Caterina. 

Luna looked at her habit of a novice; 
which she had constantly retained, and 
could not but think it a singular dress for 
the widow of his friend ; her manner also 
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of mentaomng tbe deatk of IkSkk Ba»dia 
increased his ivonder, and finr aDmemo- 
nmts ke §09got his own situatioa ki the 
interest excited by his new-diseovered re- 
ktive, and he inquiied, with evevy ap- 
pearance of surprise, if she leaUj- preferred 
her convent to the society and liberty she 
might enjoy as baroness delki Budia? 

•• If you are really my brother,* she 
rq>Ked, <* and can sanction so horrible an 
act as tearing a novice from her convent, 
and taking her by force to tibe altar, by 
die name cf mairiage^ then indeed Heaven 
is my only hope, and that yet wifi save 
knew** 

" My sister, you do not know m^ or 
you Tfould be assured I have no hope of 
comfwt left equal to that of contributing 
to yours. DeUa Bardia toid me you were 
liis wife; and my mother acknowledged to 
have given her consent; and though I 
might feel offended at not being consulted 
on such a sulgect, still I had never dreamed 
that a girl of your 9ge and ndik could 
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really {oreler ike gloom of Santa Caifienbia 
to the pleasureB of the world." 

'^ What the pleasures of the world ait^/' 
said the noviee, '^ I knoMr not» i»d Heaven 
forbid that I riiould cfver be i?x|>osed to its 
temptatiom ! but what you eall the ^oom 
of Santa Caterina is surely more dieering 
than this fiightfW place, wheretheonly 
beings I have seen, hare been the hideous 
wretch who called hhnself my husband, 
another whcmi he t»Ued has fri^idy a priest 
whom { believe they murdered, an igWK 
raDt«<^ woman, and some ferociousJook* 
ing 4M)ldtdrs. Think you not the holy 
mo4h€fr «id pious sistevlM*! I left, must 
be regivtted ki such company ?" 

^ You do not seem to consider yourself 
manned, Fnuicisca?'' 

^ I 4b not^ I am the elect spouse of 
God, and during the whole mockery of a 
Dsarriage-eeremsny, I constantly protested 
againat it ; and >if I have nonearer relative 
than you, to you I entreitt to be allowed 
to ftMl tftie destiny I have so long cdn- 
sideredias^miiie.'' 



886 THE FEUDS OF 

Count Luna listened with the greatest 
attention and interest to Frandsca as she 
spoke, and when she ceased, he said — 
** Neither you nor I, my sister, have been 
fidrly dealt by in this business, I fear; but 
Accursi is gone to his account — ^we will 
not judge him. You had better remain 
quietly here for a short time. Neither your 
mother nor myself can at present afford 
you assistance or protection ; I am in &ct 
forced hither by necessity to seek a refuge 
from my enemies ; but I trust to be able, 
through your assistance, to reach the conti- 
nent of Italy, and to engage our kinsman, 
the sovereign pontiff, in my cause, when 
all will once more be as we would have it, 
and you shall be £ree either, to come forth 
to the world as the beloved sister of Sigis- 
mund di Luna, or to return again to your 
seclusion." 

With considerable surprise Frandsca 
asked what assistance it could be in her 
power to afford ? 

*' Best and concealment for the present, 
and a disguise hereafter to fiualitate my 
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escape to some poet; from wlienoel hmj 
embark for Italy." 

To this the novice expressed her most 
ready compliaiic^ and whilst Sigismund 
continued his repast, thecastdlan wassom- 
moned, and the mjunction of secrecy most 
strictly enforced.' It was detennined that 
it should be given out to the few domestics 
in the castle, that the person who arrived 
was sent over <» buaness respecting the 
death of the haron, and had departed again, 
a few hours after, from the postern, as pri- 
vately as he had entered. It was settled 
also that Luna should remain a day or two 
to recover from his fatigue, during which 
time the old man was to procure for him 
the habit of a monk, which he said he 
could do without difficulty. 

The interval of Sigismund's stay at San 
Bartolomeo was spent in long and interest- 
ing conversations with his sister, who lis^ 
tened with deep and painful interest to the 
details of her family and connexions ; and 
Sigismund having his own tal6 to tell as 
he thought proper, she was led to consider 
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hin«s a poMcuted and ujured man, who 
having been driven by private ^pfM^ession 
aod public insuk to redress his wrongs, 
and bia ettemy having fallen beneath bis 
victorious arms^ be was nowcooipeQed by 
the tyranny of 4ihe govemoient to aban- 
dcm bis home, and to seek for protection 
with the pontifi^ whose sa»^ astiae, thus 
connected with the cause, 49aDctified4 in the 
eyes of the devout novice^ ev^y actk>n 
in which her (Mother had beai engaged, 
and she considered it as impossible for any 
one to resist his entreaties, whose com- 
mands she had be^i taught were at least 
equid to edicts pubU^ed by Heaven itself. 
Her confidence, zeal, and affection, cheered 
the drooping spirits of Luna ; and as the 
hour of parting drew near, he felt that it 
w<»tld cost him a bitter pang to aeparate 
the ties which, even in the short aequaint- 
aaoe of two days, tihis new-found sister 
had entwined around his heart. Reapectiag 
the character and disposittion of her mo- 
ther, FvandsKA had been anedously inqui« 
sitlve, and Liuia, whme filial aflfection ex- 
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tenuated many of her faults, and whose 
vanity blinded him to others, drew a por- 
trait of the countess, in which few beside 
himself would have been able to discover 
the slightest resemblance to the original, 
judging also by his own gratified feelings, 
and by the thoughts of his mother's deso- 
late and abandoned state. During his 
absence he earnestly conjured his sister, for 
a time at least, to give up the idea of re- 
turning to Santa Caterina, and as soon as 
possible to hasten to Sclacca, and endea- 
vour by her presence to cheer and comfort 
their unhappy parent. 

The feelings of Sigismund during his 
concealment at San Bartolomeo had been 
softened and subdued to a lower tone than 
they had known during the whole of his 
previous existence ; his pride had been 
humbled by misfortune, his revenge had 
expired atler its gratification, and his heart 
had been expanded to the soft influence 
of his sister's innocent and gentle affection, 
which had met i^th none of those obstruc- 
tions or irritating jealousies he had endured 

VOL. IV. o 
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fiom his pawion for Costaiiaa di Soianto. 
He had never before appeared ao amiabte^ 
and his fraternal kindness had all theeffeet 
upcsn the mind of his sister which oould 
be expected from a youthful heart, to 
which every thing like tenderness and af- 
fection in others towards herself had hi- 
therto been unknown. The castettan had 
procured the disguise, and ^gisiiH)iid> 
stripped of his armour, his hair sbom, and 
changed in appearance firom the wsgmer to 
the monk, awaited the fidl of night, with 
antidpated regret at tbfi thoughts of fMkr 
ing from the kind solace of his afi^ctioM. 
The cheering predictions of his siater, 
and the full relianee she placed on feh^ e& 
&ct of his application at Rqhm^ bad re* 
stored the eonfidesiee which he had at one 
time nearly lost, and he felt siHien^bened 
both in mind and body from t^ $hart 
time of his stay with her, Fw mm^^ 
psevious to this time, his whole soul Imd 
been in a fever and tunmlt of all the 
datker passions. Jealousy, anger, a&d re- 
venge, had scarcely faetn fov an instant at 
rest withi^ him, And he liad been lur- 
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rounded on «11 $ide« 1^ tho^e who qi^!^ 
fajiai lorwBid in bi^ evil aQd iml^ppy 
oourse, and by irritating instead of spQtb- 

i^g his £^li]»giK, hod udded Aj^ to thieir 
sfy]in^hu)g vehemence and pluing^ lw9 
iif^t^vaUy m misery and guUt He h^ 
npw felt the henigner influence of all th^ 
ggirtle vutnes, and sighed at qwtting ^fes 
n^lTQW cird? they iUumin^ 

Qq the eve of his departure, the l^rot^ 
and 4^r wt watching the 9mVing ^un^ W 
he i^pidly dedined tow?rd§ th^ dis^t 
ocepn, 

^ J hsiv^ a baj^rdpus and ever^ful jpi^*- 
ney before n^^'^ s^d Sigisnvq^di with a. 
sigh^ " Upop ifA aiv;qes& depends tha ve^y^ 
ei^istence of the name of I^uni^ md Feralta,^' 
or el$e qa^thinks this habit, whieh I we^f 
but for a time, would; be the olgfct of ipy 
dioice for ever^ a^ the boundmy q£ q\y 
wishes." 

"* The olject 9f your paission onoe oomn 
pl^te, »y brother," replied Fraipc|«cf^ 
"^ and the kind i^ciends whp have part^l^eni 
your fortunes restored to peaoe and Ubertjy^ 

OS 
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where can you better hope to meet with 
happiness on earth than in the shelter of 

a convent ?" 

Sigismund thought upon Costanza; if, 
as he feared, she was the prize of Federico 
PeroUo, there was not the spot on earth 
in which he could hope for happiness or 
peace. Yet to abandon his mother, whose 
very being depended on his fame, to quit 
this loved and affectionate sister for ever, 
required a resolution he did not possess. 

Francisca saw that he was disturbed by 
a conflict of distracting feelings, and be- 
ginning in a low sweet tone the first notes , 
of the rosario, she succeeded in catching 
his attention. She continued her strain 
of simple devotion, and the whole soul of 
Sigismund was melted by its fascination ; 
he threw himself on his knees beside her, 
and covering his face with his habit, wept 
with unresisting vehemence. Francisca 
was astonished at this conduct, and stopped 
for an instant; Sigismund implored her to 
go on, and after some moments he Jirose 
more composed and tranquil, and implor- 
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ing a blessing upon her head, entreated 
her not to abandon him should he return, 
but for a time to refrain from ooncluding 
her vows, that he might look forward to 
the consolation of her sDcietj, for a short 
season at least, before her abjurement of 
the world divided them for ever. To 
this she consented, and throwing her ro- 
sary over his neck, exhorted him to loc^ 
forward without despondency to the con- 
clusion of his present difficulties. The 
count then ga.ve her an affectionate part- 
ing embrace, and hurried from the room, 
while the novice prostrated herself in 
prayer for the protection of the wanderer, 
and his restoration hereafter in happiness 
and peace. 

The castellan conducted him some short 
distance from the castle» and took an 
humble ami respectful leave of the dis- 
guised chieftain, with repeated promises 
of inviolable secrecy, which he most faith- 
fully observed. 

When count. I^una escaped from Bivo- 
nia, he had a considerable sum in money 
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Md jeweb About his p&tsan, Wliich w^l^e 
more than suiBcient for hi6 JouMey undi^r 
his ]^resennt disguise, hy whidi he was so 
duuiged in upp^tMiic^ a6 to give him 
Mttle cause td i&» diseoveiy. 

Neretthelesd he iMMd&iA it pmdeiit 
t6 avoid both the eitles of Messina Atid 
FaltHtno, as in such popakm pkees^ the 
residences of the ddurt and ftrtny, his per- 
son might probiMy be weA kuowit tb 
ouuiy individuilB ; and lie therefore detttr- 
ffttaied to cttim the eduntry to dyitmise, 
Tmpani and Maraada behi^ bodi to^mui in 
whidi he mig^ be vecogni eed, from tliehr 
vidnity to Sciaeoa. And to «void ap- 
proMhiAg Caltabellotta» he im^ his wiry 
at first northward along the biife to the 
west of fiwnbuea^ luid in the morning 
urived at a snuili village on the bonk of 
the river Cadlabellotta^ where he wsb 
kindly wdoosned by the piety sfeid hoapi- 
tkiity of the poor inhabitants; and after 
several hours repose, he forded the stream, 
and bending his steps to the sonth^^east, 
praoeeded in the direction of Alessandria. 



Dttring Hvend w coBC di ng days Iitoo»« 
tinued Ins route mmiriested* and passed 
tlwough Bcg|dniiifai!» Maaxarmo^ and CaU 
ta^pioae, Jjeamnf^ Visim on the south, 
he crass^ the moiintnns near BuecAari^ 
held on his wBy fay Gsesani, and toiling 
up the wa bhan side of HyUa Magiore» at 
length arrived in sight of tlie port from 
whence he hoped to embark for Italy. 

Don Sipsoulnd paused to rest bimsalfi 
attd east his eyea with wonder on the scene 
beUeatllt him^^-the widdy««s;teiluled plain 
fimn Augusta to Syiaeuseb the towering 
anmmit of Etna» beneath i^hose gigantia 
shadow e^ery neighbouring mountain 
dwindles to nothings rising clear and an^^ 
connected with eveiy other hilli capped 
with snow, and sending from its topmost 
crater a column of smoke* which ascended ' 
perpendiculariy toward the skies^ and, at 
an immense devation^ indined somewhat 
to the south. On the other hand were the 
craggy difib Mice crowned by the walls ci 
the fiur-famed dty, snd beyond them the 
sutibeams glittered on the see, and prided 
on the waves of the bay, whidi resembled 
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an inland lake. The poor remains of this 
great dty, now dwindled to a few insig- 
nificant buildings, which occupy the island 
of Ortygia, seemed but a speck on the 
landscape; and the harbour which had 
held the navies of Greece and Rome, could 
boast only a few small galleys and insig- 
nificant fishing vessels. 

Luna had yet a long journey to his 
resting-place, and after a short pause upon 
the mountain's brow, he descended to the 
plain; and having crossed it, and toiled 
up the steep ascent called the Scala degli 
Gred, he had still nearly two leagues to 
reach the present town ; and through the 
whole track which had once been covered 
by the habitations of man, not a single 
dwelling could now be seen. Even the 
very materials of which Syracuse was 
built have passed away ; and of a dty 
once two-and-twenty miles in length, so 
few vestiges remain, that it appears alniost 
impossible to credit the tales of its former 

grandeur and extent; but the car-worn 
track of the wheels which had once rattled 
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through its narrow crowded streets, shew 
the direction in which they ran, and 
the traffic which must one day have filled 
them. t 

Luna however passed these scen^ $kh 
sorbed in feelings of private interest and 
concern, and gave no thdught to the de- 
solation which time had spread around 
him. The walls and fortifications of the 
present dty had not been erected,^ and a 
slight gate and rampart admitted the tra- 
veller unquestioned and unregarded. A 
monk on his way to Rome was an object 
of little curiosity or suspicion ; and count 
Luna remained unmolested in Syracuse 
till he found an opportunity of embarking 
for the continent of Italy ; and wh^i he 
bade adieu to the shores of his native 
island, he considered his difficulties and 
dangers at an end. 

He reached the Imperial city without 
any extraordinary incident or delay, imd 
was welcomed by his holiness with all the 
kindness he could wish. Clement had 
heard a rumour of the transactions in 

OS 



whith his kimman had been engs^ed, but 
be listened with compassion to his detafl of 
the grievances by which he had be^i 
driven to so desperate an act, as to place 
tibe Ibrtones of his house, the lives of hi^ 
fliends, and even the existence of his name, 
in such jeopardy, and promised to exi&tt 
his influence and authority with Charies 
at their approaching interview, he bdng 
in a few days to set out fbr Bologna, for 
the purpose of pladng the crown of Italy 
upon his bead. The impatience of Luna 
was obliged to yield to drcumstances, and 
fbr six months he suffered all the torments 
of the delay whidi arose, befbre the em- 
peror set out on his progress to the scene 
of his Coronation. 

Uncertain rumours reached him during 
(Ms time from Sicily of the sufferings of 
his friends ; but of his mother and his sis* 
ter he could hear nothing ; and when his 
h«>liness did set out upon his expedition, 
the supplicant had been so harassed by 
uncertainty and expectatimi, that his healtJh 



was ittjuted, and his spirit sunk into de- 
spondence^. 

Clement sought the opportunity most 
fiivoumUe for his suit ; and on the day an 
which he placed the crown on Charles's 
head, before the whole assembled court of 
cardinals and prinoss of the empire; and 
die nobles of Spain, Germany, and Italy, 
imploned the Imperial pardon for his re^ 
lative, count Sigismund di Luna. Whh 
the deepest expres^ons of regret, the mo- 
tmtch lamented that it should be pcsrible 
for his holiness to ask that whidi he felt 
it an imperious duty to deny ; bhA with 
ei^ery assurance of respect and venera1i6n 
fiM" the petitioner, who might in all things 
else command him, declared his firm re* 
sc^ution never to forgive the inhuman 
murder of the gallant Fandolfina^ the 
batbarous treatment of his mangled re* 
mains, the rebellious assassination <^ Sta- 
tella, and the unheard-of outrages by 
which Sciaoca had been visited through 
count Luna and his associates. 

The pope attempted to dmnge the pui^ 
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pose of the emperor, but in vain. To 
shew however his inclination to gratify 
the head of the church, as far as a due re- 
gard to the laws of justice, and the rights 
of the people would admit, Charles offered 
to remit the sentence of attainder which 
had been decreed against the heirs of the 
offenders, and declared his willingness to 
restore the children to their honours. 
Clement perceived his prayer would be 
useless, and most unwillingly desisted, 
dreading the effect his failure might have 
upon the unhappy Sigismund. 

The Impeiial party broke up, and Cle- 
ment returned to Rome in February, 
where thq ill-fated chief awaited his sen- 
trace in agony and dread, hardly more 
^r himself than for hi& friends, whom he 
ccmtimially heard were suffering under the 
severest penalties the viceroy could inflict 
The pontiff sent for Luna to his presence 
immediately on his retuni, and after pro* 
fessing his readiness to exert his power in 
his own dominions to render his future life 
sale, and honouraUe, broke by degrees the 
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fatal intelligenee, which fell at length like 
a thunderbolt upon the subdued and'heart- 
broken victim of passion and revenge. 
All the offered kindness of the pontiff was 
forgotten in the tide of despair which 
rushed upon him, and he withdrew from 
the interview in a estate of mind but little 
removed from distraction. 

Descending from the steps of the palace, 
he was proceeding along the streets with 
folded arms, and thoughts absorbed in 
misery, when the sudden exclamation of 
a person near him, roused him once more 
to a sense of external objects ; he raised 
his eyes, and before him stood Ferrante 
LfUchese ; both remained for some time in 
silent surprise, and Luna was about to 
turn away, indignant at the remembrance 
of the reproofs he teid met with, and the 
subsequent desertion of his partisan, when 
Luchese, who had observed the altered 
appearance of Sigismund with the deepest 
regret, and had forgotten, in compassion 
fcxr his fallen fortunes, all but the love and 
respect he had onoe borne. to his diieftam 
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and Mi ftjend, oaught hkn by the trm, 
and in a voice treamloos fh>m agitation, 
aitreated to be heanl. It was mme tim^ 
«noe the tones of aflRaction had feached the 
ear of Stgitmund, and not unwiUingiy he 
allowed himself to be detained 

^ We parted in anger, signcH>*^we meet 
in banishment and sonow*. Forget, I be- 
seedi you» all but our former friendship, 
and onoe more aooept the senrices ijf Lu* 
diese;" 

** I have no means of rewarding the 
senrices of any one^'' replied Luna, in a 
voice suffocated by the violence of con- 
tending emotions ; ^ I should have thought 
the party to whom you had transfenred 
your friendship, might have found some 
better remunecstton for thdr ally than 
banishment and disgrace." 

LudMse perceived that anguish and 
grief had overpowefed the mind of Lwia, 
and sought by every means to Qosiciliate 
and appease him. Si^mond gradually 
appeared to soften, and at length, with 
faesitatiflo, infoirad the fiite of some 
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c£ Ins adhctcnta; of wMdi lie wm sliD ^> 
nonoit. 

I^adiese gsve Urn aD tiie intd^enoe 
in lus power. 

Xadui bentated fer an instant, and at 
last inqmred ferhis modier? 

^ Her exodlenza is ictUed fion Sd* 



^ To wliat part of tbe idand?* 

'^ To a convent in the ndghbouiliood.^ 

^ And Francisca, the widow of Ddla 

Bardia, bave yon heard of bcr ?* 
« The lady, I presume* replied Far- 

rante, ^ who was found at San Bartolo- 



meo." 



^ Found at San Bartolomeo T edioed 
Luna, ** and bjr whom V 

^ By those, signor, who were sent to 
dismantle the fortresses of our party .** 

* And did my mother suffer her to re- 
main tin she was dragged a prisoner from 
thence, conducted in triumph before our 
persecutors ? and lias she rinoe abandoned 
her?* 

^ The countess is not to blame in this, 



804 THE FEUDS OF 

and the lady Fnmddca has found an asy- 
lum with ^ Fenante paused. 

" With whom ?" asked Luna. 

His companion still continued silent. 

Sigismund seized him by the arm, and 
demanded, in a tone of alarm and suppli- 
cation, with whom his sister had been 
placed? 

** With the widowed baroness Fandol- 
fina." 

Luna trembled violently, and seemed 
struggling with his feelings. — *^ I had not 
supposed," he said, ** my mother would 
submit to this degradation. Has her spirit 
been subdued by our misfortunes? We 
are fallen indeed, when the countess Cal- 
tabellotta allows her daughter to be an 
humble dependant on the widow of a con- 
quered enemy ; I could have borne jany 
thing but tliis-— any thing rather than 
have known my mother thus yielding to 
misfortunes, and inflictii^ disgrace upon 
herself and family r' 

^' The countess was not accessary to 
this," said Luchese. 
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" Why then did she not prevent it ?" 

** Her excellenza possessed not the 
power." 

** And who could restrain the mother 
and the child from sharing each other^s 
afflictions? they at least vr&re innocent 
from our offences ; nor would the injustice 
of our judges, I trust, seek to involve 
them in our punishmenf 

'* The countess is not in a state to have 
received the lady Francisca into her care,** 
said don Ferrante. 

'^ The same conv^it which received her 
might have afforded shelter to my sister; 
and the countess ought to have reflected 
on the pangs which Sigismund must fed, 
when he knew of Francisca's degradation, 
in being left to the charity and protection 
of a PeroUo. I did not think my mother's 
heart could have suffered by my re* 



verses.** 



t€ 



The countess is changed indeed,** re^ 
plied Luchese; ^^ grief and misfortune 
have unhinged her mind, <x her maternal 
feelings would have shone, as they have 
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ev6t AouBf nnoligst ttib motft prdMixi^nt 
ftttufes of bar eharacter.'^ 

In vun Ferrante sought to conceal the 
dire inteUigenoe ai the malady which pos- 
aeaaed the unhappy modier of Luna* Hib 
lnquiii€6 ootild ntdthttr be evaded nor 
utUttiftwefed^ and he extorted the whole 
detail fitim the unwiBing narraiori who 
endeavoured to soffcm and aoncBal the molt 
afflietiiig drcttm^taniea. 

To bte gteat artenishmmtt the count 
listened some time without afty violent 
nii^festirtion of honor at the aoMunt; 
but stopping suddenly) he Heized the hand 
of Loehese, mid tterting bis fi»e» Uttered 
Some i na r t fau late wordSi His oompanion 
veipltBtisd permissioii to attend him to bis 
abode* 

** Not at prteMt,** sa&d Luna> m a bur* 
ritd time. ^ Commend ipe to Frandaca ; 
tell her, as she valued the wretched Stgifr- 
mund» to break off all connexion with the 
race of Pisndblfina'' 

He then endeavoured to leave Luchese; 
hot the latter wished to aqeompany him 
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to hit retUkMbf end not to ^t faifm in 
sodb an bout of afflictidn. Tb^Hvdkcd 
for tome disteitoe in ftitetioa^ liUna kilTing 
refused to return eitheir to hit own abode, 
to to tiie pontificd palaite, Wlben iDe^ng 
a piioeeti8ion» tbotifc whitfli a oonaidenlble 
GiH>wd waB collected, tbe ooimt suddenly 
quitted bis com jpanion^ eluded hid {Airtait, 
aild escaped tbfo^gb the throng) leaving 
Fenante alttrmed and distt^ssed at tl^ 
efWBto of thdtr conversationy and the per- 
turbed «tete of ndnd into whkh Sigi^ 
mund was evidently thrown^ by the qoIr- 
minriicatioils wfaioh^ be bad extorted fittti 
him* 

fittgisiiniiMl hunted impatiently fiirwaard 
to eeeape Luchese. His feeKnge had 
reedied that frightfitl aome of auffieiti^ 
which renders even kindness importutiaite. 
He had never been aoeustomed to weigh 
any tabject, or consider any incident die- 
passionately. Now he seemed to have 
lost the power of thinking ; he could Only 
fed and suflfer. His mother^ Us sieter, 
his niistrese«*«all tiiode bdngs to whom the 
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victim of crime or mbfwtune naturally 
turns for sympathy or consolation, seemed 
to the unhappy Sigismund but as phan- 
toms to torment him. 

As lie fled through the streets, each 
object was to his agonized imagination a 
fresh source of pain. He had in his de- 
spair left the only one whose attachment 
and discrimination might have soothed the 
phrenzied disappointment of his every 
hope and affection. A church attracted 
his sight; he entered without knowing 
why ; perhaps to escape the bustle of the 
streets. A marriage had just been solem- 
nized, and the party were returning f5rom 
the altar. Their mirth roused the atten- 
tion of poor Sigismund, and he looked 
earnestly towards them ; his eye rested 
on the bride ; the misery of the moment 
made him fancy her like Costanza; the 
idea deprived him of reason, and. he ut- 
tered a wild and frightful groan, and 
rushed from the churdi. 

In the mean time, Luchese had been 
seeking him with all the anxiety which 
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must be felt for one whom he had been 
accustomed to respect and love, and whom 
he met, like himself, a wanderer and an 
exile from his i^tive home. It was no 
time for a heart like his to remember any- 
thing but the sorrows of his friend, and 
his fear and sympathy for him increasing 
every minute, he continued his search for 
several hours, till at last, hopeless and 
weary, he was returning over the Ponte 
Rotto, when he saw a crowd of people 
pressing to the battlements to lopk over, 
and by their gestures seemingly shocked at 
same fearful acddent. 

Luchese inquired of one who seemed 
informed on the subject, and was told that 
a gentleman had just thrown himself off 
the parapet ' towards the river. He felt a 
chill of horror at the idea that it might be 
Sigismund, and every joint trembling 
with the excess of his alarm, sought the 
water's edge, where he saw that a boat had 
put off, and they had picked up the body 
of the unfortunate suicide. 

Before they could reach the shore» Lu- 



aid THK FEUDa OF 

dbmt rushed thiough the watar to meet 
them ; he found hit wofst fean reaKsed^ 
and cbsped in hit arait the grief-woiti 
fcmn of Luna ; he thoi^t he breathed, 
a«d fhmtioalljr implored astittanoe from 
the byttendert. 

After a few minutet» Sigismund un* 
doted hit eyes, and Luchese't tetn of joj 
fell upon bit botom, but they were pre^ 
mature. The unbiqppy eount, in falHng, 
ha4 tftruck several timet against the ruin- 
out fragments under the bridge} and 
even before LiiaheteeoikiU speak his bopes^ 
gave one look of grateful recognitiiMi, and 



heart&k was Luchese^s grie^ 
as he followed the remains of the proqd, 
the great, the gallant chieftain ff Lfuna 
and iVndta to his abode.^*-^^ Great were 
t\i(y faults dear Sigismund,^ he mentaQy . 
said, ^ but greater might have been thy 
virtues; yet tliey were east aside^ and 
thy faSingq aofy cultivated ;^^tte weeds 
nourished, and ikf^ flowers left toi witdier 
upon tbe stenk Whete erenow the beauty 
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and the W^demeaiiour whiA digtingwi«h> 
edthee? where the rank, the power, the 
riches, of whidi thou wert so vain? AD, 
all passed awi^, and sacrificed to reveoge ! 
Would I had met thee sooner — ^would al- 
most that I had never Idt thee! but just 
are the ways of Heav^m } and I, ier my 
offenoes» have lived to see thee thus." 
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CONCLUSION. 



The examination of Pietro di Fomi was 
delayed for a few days, in consequence of 
the more important business in which the 
ministers of justice were engaged ; he 
was however carefully secured^ and hu- 
manely treated ; at length he was brought 
before the judges, and having obtained a 
promise of mercy and protection for him- 
self, he unfolded a long train of villainy, 
of which he had been first the agent, and 
afterwards the victim. 

Seduced by the promises and bribes of 
the countess Caltabellotta, whose servant 
he had been, he had administered the 
poison which cut off the lady Lucretia, 
the wife of count Luna. He had also been 
her confidant in the afl&ir of Francisca ; 
and at length became an object of dread 
to his employer, who resolved to rid her- 
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sdf of her ifear^br die deadi of the un- 
happy tcK^ of her iniqiiitoos practices. 
To this end ihe applied to a- notorious 
bravo in the neighboailiood of Sciacca. 
The man was cxMmected with Delia Bar- 
dia and count Gi«gio!, and revealed to 
the fcxmer the apfdication which had been 
made to him. The consequence was, the 
seizure €f the miserable Pietro, whose 
death was reported to the countess, and 
the bribe paid to the supposed assassin ; 
whilst the priscmer was delivered into the 
hands of AccursL 

In possessing himself of the secrets of 
the countess, Delia Bardia hoped to secure 
a fund of wealth, and an accession of in- 
fluence, which might at any time further 
his interested or ambitious views. Every 
method of torture was . unsparingly used 
to the unhappy captive, and from him the 
fullest discovery was extorted of all the 
private afiairs of the countess, who was 
thus placed completely in his power, ilow 
that power was used, has already boon 
detailed. Aware that fear of oxposuro 

VOL. IV. p 
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could alone aoeure his life» lie had ahrays 
declared that he had taken soch means to 
ensure the publication of die facts, in case 
any attempt was made against his own life, 
that the preservation of her persecutor had 
become an object of the greatest interest 
to the countess, in spite of her hatred and 
akrm: and Fietro di Fomi lingered in 
the dungeons of San Bartolomeo, and was 
afterwards removed to Mvonia, in oeiet 
to keep the lady in constant terror of his 
production to the world, in case she should 
be prompted to resist the will of her ty- 
rant. The whole was now brought to 
light by the deliverance of the captive, 
who was retained as evidence agdnst the 
countess, and she herself conmiitted to the 
convent of Santa Lncia, where tlie ecrarse 
of human justke was suspended 1^ the 
awful visitation ^ Heavien. 

The troops sent to demdls/h ^e ca^St 
of Skin Bartokmieo had received fyrders to 
forward, as pnponers to Seiaoea, any pensons 
discovered tiiere who wight have heen 
aw w m git the kte insuvgents^ and ta'seafib 
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CPi^Ily for the person of oount Luna, 
w]^wa& supposed to be conoealed in some 
of the abodes of ki& friends ; but as Pietro 
knew nothing of Delia Bardia's marriage^ 
Franeisca was naturally supposed from his 
eonfession to be in the convent of Santa 
Caterina, and in eonsequenoe^ no direc- 
tions had been given as to the disposal of 
bee person. 

Every possible courtesy was however 
shewn her by the c^cer commanding the 
detachment, and an dBfer made to coBr 
duct her safely whithersoevar she chose to 
g(K To return to Scmta Caterina would 
naturaHy have been her wish, had not her 
pronuse been given to don Sigismund to 
seek her mother in Seiacca^ and thither 
she leqoested to be sent. 

Upon arriving in the city, and learning 
the atiest of the eountess, the distress of 
Franeisca was unbounded. Ignorant of 
the work}, unacquainted with any cme, 
and herself unknown to all, she was for 
some time unable to decide on what steps 
to pursue — ^to abandon her parent in af- 

PS 
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fliction and imprisonment, was however 
impossible ; and she requested to know if 
she might not be permitted to share in the 
captivity of the countess. She was neces- 
sarily referred to the principal authority in 
Sciacca, and conducted to the residence of 
the commander in chief. Her narrative 
and her appearance equally interested the 
gallant general, who assured her that 
every thing she wished should be com- 
plied with as far as possible ; but that some 
delay was inevitable ; forbearing to shock 
her with the detail of her mother's ma- 
lady ; and he was considering to whose pco^ 
tection he should commit the iriendless 
novice, when Federico and don Paolo Pe- 
roUo were announced. With every mark 
of respect and attention, he requested Fran- 
cisca would retire to another apartment 
for a short time, whilst he deliberated on 
the necessary steps to be taken with re- 
spect to her petition ; assuring her of re- 
ceiving every indulgence it was in his 
power to afford. Having communicated 
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the circumstances to his visitors^ Federico 
instantly oflfered the services of his mother. 

*' Our injunes^** he said, '* have excited 
no vindictive feelings towards the innocent 
members of the Lima family; and the 
faaroiiMs wiU» I am assured, be most ready 
to extend her protection and kindness 
even to the sister of don Sigismund.*" 

** It may be more prudent," observed 
don Paolo, ^' to prepare the baroness for 
the meeting, and to consult her on the 
subject She may not be strong enough 
to stand the shodc of encountering any of 
the &mily of Luna, whose name alone 
might serve to keep up too constant a re- 
membrance of the sad ideas with which it 
mast be associated." 

Federico proposed instantly to consult 
his mother on the afiair, and the com- 
mander having accepted his offer, he re- 
turned without loss of time to Santa 
Martha. Whatever might have been the 
private feelings of the baroness PandoU 
fina, grief had not so dianged her, but 
that the claims of humanily overcame 

PS 
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every other consideration ; and Francisca 
di Luna became her proUgie^ and Ae 
companion of Marguerita and Costanza. 

What at first was perhaps a painful 
duty, soon became a subject of pleasure 
and satisfaction. The manners and ap- 
pearance of Francisca pleaded with irresis- 
tible force, and her new acqusantance be- 
came, ere long, warmly and sincerely at- 
tached to the stranger thus accidentally 
thrown on thdr benevolence, while to the 
novice the- scene of social afifection was 
captivating beyond any thing she had fan- 
cied or heard of. 

The anxious and devoted maternal love 
of the baroness, the innocent and unre^ 
strained happiness of the diildren, the 
courtly polish and elegance in t&e manners 
of Costanza, Marguerita, Federioo^ and 
Gaetano, were equally new and &scinatiiig 
to the recluse; but accustomed to con- 
sider all pleasure as sin, she enjoyed with 
fear and tremUing ; and more than ono^ 
when her growing affection and confidence 
&r those around ha had tempted her iirto 
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spme innocent ebullitioh of youthful mirth^ 
or given evidence that the noble and s^i- 
sitive feelings of her sex and age were but 
damped, not extinguished, she started to 
recollection, as if she had committed a 
crime, and retired to the convent chape), 
endeavouring, by penitence, to efiaoe the 
stain she had contracted in the world. 

But of all her new firiends, none seemed 
to enjoy with so much zest the contem- 
plation of the artless character and gentle 
timid manners of Frandsca as don Paolo 
Perollo. He was not apt to conceive sud- 
den affections, but the pure and unso- 
phisticated orphan of Luna took him l^ 
surprise ; his maturer age, and usually 
graver demeanour, attracted the ctmfidenoe 
of Frandsca ; and oftener to him than to 
any one else, she ventured to express her 
ideas and sensations on the new and de- 
%htful scene around her. 

It was judged by the family, for some 
months after her return to Santa Cateri«> 
na, that don Paolo had not enjoyed the 

of her first and artkss Mend- 
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Mj^ urUliOat ipt jing in his heart a oosflly 
priee far the short pleagme; but he wms 
tiot one whom any dared trifle with, there- 
torn hu feeliiigt <m the ooeasion^ whaterer 
they flight be^ Were cbufined to hU own 
lueaft^ and in tiioe eani^uened. 

Did Frandaca's short visit to the world 
and its yidssitudes add to or diminish the 
happmesa of her cloistered Ufe ? It is a 
question not she herself could answer : it 
added to her eigoyments^ as it expanded 
her ideas» and gave to her solitary hours 
much new material for thought, and many 
vay novel and sweet rememfaranote of her 
brother and her Perollo fii^ids ; but per- 
hlqM due sometimes felt a paiig of r^ret, 
that sudi pleasures were never more to 
letum, and that h&c declining yeans would 
not be soothed and cheered by tl» wiiles 
of infimcy, or the gmteful attritions d 
filial love ; but then she could not have to 
sorrow over the loss of parr[its like the 
yoimger party, or mourn the loss o£ wed* 
dad happiness, like the baroness ; in shorty 
unless it were determined whether the 
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pains or the pleasures of memory predo- 
minated, it could not be discovered if the 
nun of Santa Caterina lamented or che- 
rished the recollections of the world. 

After the adjustment of the affairs in 
Sciacca, Federico, at the express desire of 
the viceroy, exerted himself to persuade 
his mother to remove for a short time 
to Palermo, • which, as she had no ties 
that bound her to her former home, she 
consented to do, and was received with 
fraternal kindness by the duca di Monte- 
leone, whose affectionate care for the chil* 
dren and widow of his murdered friend 
remained through life unshaken and un- 
changed. 

The lapse of a few months witnessed 
the celebration of the doubly marriage of 
Federico PeroUo and Costanza di Solanto, 
and that of Gaetano and Marguerita. In 
contemplating the happiness of her own 
and her adopted child, the baroness en- 
joyed all the consolation her widowed 
heart could know on earth. 

The future destiny of one more of the 



pet fo rmera in these memorable evefits may 
be worthy of note, Don Perrante Luchese, 
Mon after the deaHi of count Lruna, was 
introduced, through the recommendation 
rf don Paolo Perollo, to don VirgSio Ur- 
aino, conde dell Anguillara, through whose 
hit^rest he obtained at length a military 
command in Italy, in which be acquitted 
himself with the same gallantly be had 
manifested in the unfortunate Imd crimi- 
iial afisdr of Sdaoca, and enjoyed, during 
tile Mmamdet of his long and honourable 
career, the refputation of a l»ave and no- 
Ue cavaMer. 
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